
Historic Walking Tour 

West Dearborn 
 

******* Red Route ******* 

 

1) Dearborn Historical Museum – 915 Brady St. 

 

McFadden Ross House 

Built in 1839, this building originally served as the Powder Magazine at the Detroit Arsenal in 

Dearbornville. Purchased by Nathaniel Ross in 1883, it was converted and served as a family 

home until the structure and property was deeded to the City of Dearborn for use as a museum. 

Your tour begins here. 

 

Richard Gardner House 

Two of the earliest settlers in the area were Richard and Elizabeth Gardner. They built this house 

in the “Scotch Settlement” section of old Dearborn Township, today known as Warren Avenue 

and Southfield Road. Henry Ford preserved the structure as part of Greenfield Village. It was 

moved to its present site in 1996. 

 

2) William Ford Home – 830 Brady 

William Ford, Henry’s younger brother, was born in 1871 and was successful in his own right. 

He headed the Service Department at the Fordson Tractor Plant and started the William Ford 

Sales Company. Mr. Ford founded the Oddfellows Lodge in 1918 and became Chief of Police in 

1922. He built this home in 1916.   

 

3) Black Farm 

When standing on the corner of Morley and Brady streets, look to the northeast. The 200 acre 

farm belonging to John Black was located on the east side of the Rouge River. Henry Ford 

purchased the farm in 1909 for $40,000 and used the Black farmhouse as a headquarters for his 

farm operations from 1909 till 1913. 

 

4) Dearborn Hospital – 806 Oakwood 

The original Dearborn Hospital was located in a mansion on Snow and Monroe streets in 1925. 

When a fire destroyed the mansion, the John Daly residence on the southwest corner of 

Oakwood and Morley was converted for temporary quarters. This site served as a hospital until 

1945. 

 

5) Ford Field 

With the success of Ford Motor Company, Henry Ford purchased land all over Dearborn. The 

park had been a popular spot for picnics. Mr. Ford rented the land to Dearborn High for use as an 

athletic field. In 1936, Ford deeded twenty acres to the City of Dearborn for a recreation area and 

it was named in his honor. 

 

6) Lapham House – 22110 Morley 

The original Lapham farm consisted of a large tract of land before you on the north side of 

Morley. Abraham Lapham owned and operated a hotel. His son, David, established the Lapham 



General Store in 1880 and Dearborn’s first bank. David’s son, Samuel, became the youngest 

bank president in Michigan history and lived in this home.  

 

7) Howe Home – 22259 Morley 

Louis Howe, born in 1873, lived here and held several public offices: Township Clerk, Township 

Treasurer, Village Clerk, School Board Official, Volunteer Fire Chief, and Census Taker. He 

was instrumental in developing Ford Field. He inherited his father, Elba’s, mortuary business. In 

1955, in honor of his civic contributions, a new elementary school was given his name. 

 

8) Kandt Home – 22331 Morley 

Charles A. Kandt operated a Michigan Avenue hotel, a hardware business and established one of 

the first Ford Dealerships in Wayne County. In addition, he owned the C.A. Kandt Lumber 

Company in Dearborn and served on the Dearborn City Council for eight years. Today, the 

Kandt home is a popular bed and breakfast. 

 

9) Cameron Home – 22362 Morley  

This spacious home, built of cypress from Ford owned plantations in Richmond Hill, Georgia, 

was gifted by Henry Ford in 1922 to his celebrated spokesman, William J. Cameron. Cameron 

served Mr. Ford from 1918 till 1946. He wrote and edited Ford’s Dearborn Independent 

newspaper and was well known for his radio talks during the Ford Sunday Evening Hour. 

 

10) MARA District 

As you continue down Morley and south on Military, you are in the Morley Avenue Residential 

Area featuring the homes of early business and city leaders. Garrison Street was home to 

members of the Roulo, Ross, Querfeld and Sloss families. The northwest corner of Garrison and 

Military is where the home of Clyde Ford, Henry’s cousin, used to stand.  

 

11) William Ford’s Daughter’s Home 

William Ford (Henry’s brother) built this home for his daughter and her family in 1909. Bricks 

from the Clippert Brick Yard comprise the structure. The garage in the rear housed small 

livestock and chickens. Until 2011, this was a private residence. The vehicle nearby is a 1926 

Model T Ford that brought Henry Ford here to visit.  

 

12) Sacred Heart Church 

Originally called St. John’s, the origins of the parish date back to 1836. Beginning in 1840 and 

continuing until the building of the first church, Mass was conducted in the home of Matthew 

Coyne who turned his parlor into a sanctuary and his bedroom into a confessional. The present 

home for the church and school was built in 1929. 

 

13) Michigan Avenue 

Originally a Native American trail, in 1825 Congress appropriated money to construct a military 

road, the Chicago Road, from Detroit to Chicago. By 1835, a stage coach line had been 

established and there were many taverns or hotels that served as stops.  

 

 

 



14) Bryant Library 

The City of Dearborn’s first public library was established at the Commandant’s Quarters. In 

1924, with the help of the Garden Club and Mrs. Henry Ford, the Dearborn Library moved into 

its first official building, now known as the Bryant Library. 

 

15) Michigan Central Railroad Depot (NW corner of Mason and RXR) 

Built in 1886, the depot that stood here served as a passenger station. Further west near Howard 

St. stood a freight depot which eventually was transformed into a storage and sales facility for 

two local businesses. The freight depot was razed in 1963. An O-scale replica of the passenger 

station can be seen at The Dearborn Historical Museum. 

 

16) Wagner Hotel 

During the 19th Century, the main thoroughfare from Detroit to Chicago was the Chicago Road, 

today known as Michigan Avenue. Since travel was difficult, taverns, hotels and inns were 

placed at regular intervals. The Wagner Hotel was built on this site in 1896. Anthony and his son 

Charles Wagner were one of Dearborn’s many early brick manufacturers.  

 

17) Gun Carriage Shed 

Directly across Monroe Street from the Commandant’s Quarters is the Gun Carriage Shed, built 

to serve the Detroit Arsenal in Dearborn. A second story was added in 1906 and the building was 

used as the Masonic Temple and later by Pride Cleaners.  

 

18) Carpenter’s and Blacksmith’s Shop 

Traveling west on Michigan Avenue from the Gun Carriage Shed, a marker shows the location 

of these Arsenal buildings. After the arsenal closed, a two-story building was built between the 

Carpenter’s and Blacksmith’s Shop and the complex was used for other functions including the 

Detroit-Dearborn Motor Company. Formed in 1909, the company built 110 cars and holds the 

distinction of being Dearborn’s first automobile manufacturer. 

 

19) Saddler’s Shop 

The historic marker also describes where the Arsenal Saddler’s Shop was. After the Arsenal 

closed, the structure was converted into a residence and used as Dearborn Town Hall in the 

1920s.  

 

20) Commandant’s Quarters 

Part of the Detroit Arsenal, this structure served as home to 19 different Commandants and their 

families from 1833 till 1875. The current portion of the Arsenal wall and the entrance gate are 

replicas. The building has been called one of the finest facilities of its kind in Michigan and is 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

21) The Armory/Masonic Lodge 

On the south side of the Masonic Lodge is a historical marker that pays homage to the Armory 

Building of the Detroit Arsenal in Dearbornville. The Armory was the first and largest building 

constructed at the Arsenal and served as the storehouse for ordinance equipment. The structure 

was struck by lightning, caught fire, and burned to the ground in 1910. 

 



22) Barracks & Surgeon’s Quarters 

A marker currently hangs on the former Salisbury School building on the northwest corner of 

Garrison and Monroe marking the location of the Barracks and Surgeon’s Quarters that were part 

of the Arsenal. Both buildings were razed in 1892. Dr. Snow served at the Arsenal and was 

Dearborn’s first doctor. 

 

23) Sutler’s Shop 

This building served as the “Army PX”. Provisions and other merchandise such as soap, razor 

blades, and tobacco were made available to the soldiers for purchase. It still stands, albeit 

significantly modified, on the northeast corner of Garrison and Monroe. 

 

******* end of Red Route ******* 

 

******* Green Route ********* 

 

24) Rouge River 

Early in the area’s history, waterways were heavily used for travel by Native Americans as well 

as Europeans as they migrated to Dearborn. The Rouge is navigable for about three miles. The 

confluence of its three branches is located in Dearborn where the water makes its way to the 

Detroit River.  

 

25) Henry Ford Estate – Fair Lane 

This “Scottish Baronial” style mansion was constructed of concrete and Marblehead limestone. It 

was completed in 1915 at a cost of over two million dollars. The estate was named Fair Lane 

after the area in County Cork, Ireland, where Mr. Ford’s ancestors lived. The Fords owned over 

2,000 surrounding acres which provided privacy and ample enjoyment of nature.  

 

26) University of Michigan – Dearborn 

In 1956, Ford Motor Company donated 196 acres of Henry Ford’s Estate to the University of 

Michigan to be used for a university extension campus. The first classes were held in the fall of 

1959. Today, the school offers a wide variety of majors and degrees and maintains over 70 acres 

as a nature preserve. 

 

27) U of M Environmental Interpretive Center 

Built in 2001, this Center helps preserve the natural habitat for educational and research 

activities along the Rouge River. The Interpretive Center provides programs for school groups, 

young naturalists, interactive exhibits, organic gardening and the River Rouge Bird Observatory. 

 

28) Henry Ford Community College 

Classes for the new Fordson Junior College began in 1938. With the addition of the Ford Trade 

School and the Ford Apprentice Program, a new institution was born in 1957, Henry Ford 

Community College. Today, HFCC is one of the largest community colleges in Michigan 

offering a wide variety of degrees and certificate programs. 

 

****** end of Green Route ****** 

 



 

 

****** Blue Route ******* 

 

29) Wagner Brick Ponds 

This is one of two ponds that were located at this site. Both were created when the Wagner Brick 

Company began mining clay from the area. Today, this is part of Ford Motor Company’s 

property and one pond has been converted into a parking lot. The “Twin Ponds” were a popular 

spot for ice skating. 

 

30) Ford Engineering & Power Plant 

Ford Motor Company's original Engineering Laboratory was built in 1925 and contained superb 

amenities including mahogany woodwork, brass hardware, and marble. Henry Ford's office was 

preserved and could be viewed through a special glass door through the life of the building. On 

the building's facade the names of 21 scientists and inventors are still prominent and visible.  

 

31) Automotive Hall of Fame 

Dedicated to preserving and celebrating the history of automobile industry pioneers, this 

museum attracts visitors from around the world. To be eligible for induction, a person has to be 

either retired from the industry or deceased. Furthermore, they “must have significantly impacted 

the development of the automobile or the motor vehicle industry.” 

 

32) The Henry Ford 

It was Henry Ford’s vision to preserve America’s past in more than just a textbook. Dedicated as 

the Edison Institute in 1929, what is today known as The Henry Ford reflects over 300 years of 

American life. The campus now includes the Ford Rouge Factory Tour, Benson Ford Research 

Center and an IMAX Theater.  

 

33) Ford Airport 

What is today the Ford Motor Test Track was originally the site of the Ford Airport, dedicated in 

1925. Though night flights were rare, the runways were equipped with floodlights. The letters F-

O-R-D formed of white stone helped guide pilots to safe landings. Of particular interest was a 

210 foot mooring mast for dirigibles. 

 

34) Dearborn Inn 

Opened in 1931, the Dearborn Inn was the world’s first airport hotel. The idea was conceived by 

Henry Ford who saw a need for food and accommodations for visitors flying into the nearby 

Ford Airport. It continues to offer accommodations and dining and has a reputation as one of the 

nation’s premier inns. 

 

 

****** end of Blue Route ****** 


