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With this second edition now under my belt, I can confirm that 
putting together this publication is truly a labor of love. Very 

few communities outside of major cities have the historical breadth 
and depth that the Dearborn area has. There are so many different 
directions to research and pursue. My hope is to shed a light on as 
many of these topics as research findings will allow.

 One of the goals I would like to pursue with this publication is 
to allow voices from the past to speak for themselves. The archives 
at Dearborn Historical Museum, which is housed in the McFadden-
Ross House, is replete with interviews taken by former staff at 
the Museum. These interviews are a treasure trove of historical 
information given by the people who lived it. Unfortunately, because 
these interviews are tucked away in a file in the archives, they will 
never see the light of day. This publication can help these voices from 
the past reach the present-day public. What an exciting opportunity 
to provide a window into what the area was like during a specific 
time period, to find out why something developed the way it did and 
to learn about the people who helped make it happen. With this aim 
in mind, this issue includes the first part of an interview with Ray 
Adams, who served in various capacities including Superintendent of 
Dearborn schools. The interview, taken in 1970, provides a window 
into the early 20th Century and the changes that the school system 
went through during that time. 

 The rest of this issue is indicative of the wide variety of topics 
I hope to provide coverage of in the future. Anniversaries of 
institutions, organizations and significant events are easy targets 
and deserve attention. The article on the 50 years of the Dearborn 

Community Arts Council in this issue is a good example of this. 
A series that started with the last issue is something I like to call 
“Discovering Dearborn’s Hidden History.” This series will cover 
history that is right out in the open and visible but not very well 
known, like this issue’s article on Fordson Island. In addition, this 
series will also delve into the back story of numerous historical signs 
in the area which were erected to memorialize and help the public 
discover the past. You will also find an article in this issue about 
women from Michigan who served in the Civil War. Even though 
most of the articles published here will be specifically related to 
Dearborn, there will be times when a topic might be presented which 
although incorporating a larger arena, is worthy of our attention. 

 When significant events related to the Museum occur, I feel a 
strong responsibility to make you, the readers, aware of it. You will 
find in this issue a gallery of images from the City of Dearborn’s 90th 
Birthday Celebration entitled Over the Top at the Wagner. Held as a 
fundraiser, it was a huge success and I hope you enjoy the images of 
this exciting event.

 I want to reiterate something I wrote in the last issue. What I truly 
look forward to in this endeavor is furthering the cause of history. 
Thank you for your support. I encourage you to spread the word 
about this publication and about the Dearborn Historical Museum. 
There are exciting events happening including the annual Beer 
Tasting Event on September 27th, a wonderful archive to explore 
and many opportunities to help preserve history.As always, if you 
have any questions or ideas about topics that you would like to see 
covered, please feel free to email me at craigehutchison@gmail.com

Greetings from the Editor
Craig Hutchison

ENDOWMENT INFORMATION

All donations are tax-deductible. 

Gifts can be made in cash, checks, stocks, bonds and 
other assets, as well as by a will. Checks should be 
payable to the Museum Guild of Dearborn, noting 
the Endowment on the memo line. 

Checks and pledges can be mailed to: 
 

Museum Guild of Dearborn
2612 Burns Street

Dearborn, MI   48124

For more information, contact the Museum Guild 
of Dearborn at (313) 363-3560.

If you would like to help us ensure the future of 
the Dearborn Historical Museum and its programs 
through a donation to the Museum Guild of Dear-
born Endowment, please complete this form and re-
turn it to the Museum Guild:

Name: ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________
  
City: ___________________________

State: ______  Zip Code: __________

Telephone: _______________________________
___

E-Mail Address: ___________________________

I would like to contribute $___________________ 
to the Museum Guild Endowment.

MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN ENDOWMENT FUND INFORMATION
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When many people think of Dearborn, many things im-
mediately come to mind including Henry Ford, parks 

and pools, a rich history, a large number of people of Middle 
Eastern descent and Ford Motor Company just to name a few. 
It is safe to say that an island would not readily come to mind. 
But believe it or not, Fordson Island exists within the present-
day boundaries of the City of Dearborn. 

 Fordson Island was created in 1917 when it was found 
that the original path of the Rouge River was too shallow and 
wound way too much to allow Ford Motor Company to get 
their manufactured submarine chaser Eagle Boats, meant for 
use in World War I, to the Detroit River. In order to rectify 
this situation, The Army Corp of Engineers determined that 
the best solution was to cut across the land just south of the 

Rouge Plant. In the process, an 8.4-acre island was created and 
the newly created channel dredged. And just like that, an island 
within the city limits of Dearborn was born.

 The island is located 3 miles inland from the Detroit 
River. Over time, Fordson Island gained several residents who 
lived in homes with docks on the original part of the river. 
Unfortunately, for these residents, the area between the Rouge 
plant and Zug Island at the mouth of the Detroit River be-
came an industrial landscape filled with factories, refineries, 
and smokestacks. The Rouge River became a dumping ground 
which turned it into one of the most polluted rivers in the 
country. The original part of the river on the west side of the is-
land began to silt in and become very shallow. With everything 
seemingly working against them, residents began leaving in the 

Pictured here in 1941, Fordson Island can be seen just south of the Rouge Plant and the Dix Avenue bridge.

An Island in Dearborn? Yes, it’s True

by Craig Hutchison
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1970s and the last dwellings were demolished by the City of 
Dearborn in 1989.

 Today, portions of the island are owned by the City of 
Dearborn while the rest is owned by Marathon Ashland. The 
public is banned from entering. For a time, Marathon Oil op-
erated a marine loading facility on the grounds but all such 
work has now ceased. But for all of the negative forces working 
against it, better days seem to be ahead for this created island. 
In 2011, 18 abandoned boats were pulled from the original 
shallow section of the river by the Friends of the Rouge, a group 
dedicated to the restoration of the Rouge River. The channel 
around the island is seeing the return of aquatic plants and fish.
“The long-term vision for the island,” according to Dave Nor-
wood, Sustainability Coordinator for the City of Dearborn, “is 
to create a wildlife habitat with a pedestrian/bike trail from end 
to end.” As the Rouge River comes back, it is also hoped that 
the island can become the perfect place to have a kayak and 
canoe launch. Norwood is optimistic as several companies, gov-
ernmental agencies and non-profit groups are teaming together 
to make the island “a place the entire community can benefit 
from.”

 The Fordson Island project is just part of an even larg-
er picture that seeks a revitalization of the entire Rouge River 
which flows through 48 communities and three counties. As for 
Fordson Island itself, an important step is already being taken 
by Wayne County, according to Norwood, “they have begun 
treating the phragmites, a nasty invasive species, on the island.” 
Because of this step, the island is seeing the return of a green oa-
sis that, it is hoped, can be enjoyed by the public very soon. In 
conjunction with this renewal, “discussions are ongoing about 
creating observation areas on the water as well as places where 
people can fish,” said Norwood.  

 The life cycle of Fordson Island tells an interesting 
story. From a natural habitat to a new created state to an indus-
trial wasteland and now finding itself returning to nature and 
a healthy ecosystem where lessons can be taught and learned 
while enjoying a natural environment in the midst of an indus-
trial area. And yes, such a place exists right here in Dearborn.

The view from Fordson Island in 1960 as freighter is heading from the Rouge Plant 
down the Rouge River towards the Detroit River
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Henry Ford College 
Celebrates a riCH legaCy

by Craig Hutchison

In 1954, ground was broken for the Fred E. Searle Technical building. Pictured from l to r in the front row is City of 
Dearborn Mayor Orville Hubbard, Fred Eshleman, Superintendent of HFC, Benson Ford with shovel and Jim Dress, 

Student Government President.

The Henry Ford College has always had a reputation 
for providing top-quality academic programming to 

Dearborn residents and the surrounding area. The lega-
cy of this educational institution, which includes many 
name changes, runs deep. Those who walk the grounds 
of Henry Ford College in 2018 are likely unaware as they 

take each stride that they are actually following in the 
footsteps of Henry Ford. The main campus lies on 75 
acres that used to comprise the deer park of Henry Ford’s 
Fair Lane Estate. A short walk on the path behind the 
campus buildings and one can still view the home of the 
school’s namesake. Ford’s legacy to the college does not 
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stop with the land, however. His literal and philosophical 
footprints can be seen throughout its rich history and the 
school’s tradition of excellence has continued until the 
present day.
 
 The college came into existence because of a re-
quest from parents of students at Fordson High School, 
named for Henry Ford and his son, Edsel, for more ad-
vanced classes. Grades 13 and 14 were added to the high 
school curriculum. In September of 1938, the college 
officially opened in the basement of Fordson. Kenneth 
MacLeod, the principal of Fordson High, was the first 
director of the college. It was then known as Fordson 
Junior College.

 Due to decreasing enrollment, the school became 
a casualty of World War II and closed in 1943 at the end 
of the spring term. By the time the college reopened in 
1946, the consolidation of the Fordson and Dearborn 
school districts into the District of the City of Dearborn 

had occurred, and the college was renamed Dearborn Ju-
nior College. 
 
 Eventually crowded conditions at Fordson forced 
a move, and the college relocated to Miller Elementary 
School. There were 804 students by the spring semester of 
1950. During this growth into a full-fledged institution, 
the Henry Ford Trade School, which had been operating 
out of the Highland Park Plant, closed on September 2, 
1952. The Trade School had served as a way to connect 
real world experience with education in a classroom set-
ting. With the closing, all of the money and equipment 
from the trade school were given to the college. The name 
Henry Ford Community College (HFCC) was then ad-
opted to honor the man who was the main creative and 
inspirational force behind these developments. 

  
  
The influx of the new equipment from the Trade School 
called for an expansion, and plans for the construction of 
the McCarroll Science Building and the Searle Technical 
Building were approved in 1954. The Miller Elementary 
School building was added onto as well, and classes were 
held as early as the fall term of 1955. By 1956, enroll-
ment had jumped to 5,600. Much of this increase was 
due to cooperative programs and trade/management 
training classes, and it was not long before the college 
had outgrown its new facilities once again.

 In December of 1956, the president of Ford Mo-
tor Company, Henry Ford II, announced a gift of 210 
acres of Ford land, including the Henry Ford Estate, and 
$6.5 million to the University of Michigan for the estab-
lishment of a Dearborn Center of the University. When 
inquiries were made to Ford Motor Company on behalf 
of HFCC and its need to expand, the college was not 

Indicative of the evolving programs offered, here is an 
electronics lab from 1982.

Crowded conditions at Fordson High School caused the 
college to move to Miller Elementary School in 1950.

HFC has come to be known for its excellent culinary 
program. Pictured here is an unidentified student chef 

from 1972.
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left out. In 1957, a gift of land on the Fair Lane Estate 
for development and expansion of HFCC was accepted. 
It would be placed on Evergreen Road, just north of the 
University of Michigan site and in 1961, buildings and 
staff were ready to receive students at the new location.
A legacy of the Henry Ford trade school was the Related 
Trade Instruction Division and a consistent apprentice 
program in one form or another. In 1957, HFCC had 14 
apprentice programs in this division. That number had 
grown to 19 by 1961, and to 40 by 1969. In 1973, the 

college offered its first associate degree in Science in Re-
lated Trades.

 The Industrial Technology Division was a degree 
program from the very beginning. Four of the 11-de-
gree programs were in place as early as 1956: Automo-
tive, Drafting, Electronics, and Metallurgy. Architectural 
Construction and Computer Science were in place by 
1969. Hospitality Studies and Aerospace Technology 
were offered starting in 1973. Numerous programs fol

The building of a Student Center provided a centralized arena for student activities.

-



{    8    }

lowed in order to keep HFCC on the cutting edge and as 
a destination catering to a wide variety of students’ needs. 
More buildings were to come that would house special-
ties like fine arts and liberal arts. 

 With thousands of success stories through the 
years, the college continues to be dedicated to seeing 
students thrive in whatever environment they may find 
themselves. In 2014, the school was renamed once more 
in connection with offering its first bachelor degree in 
Culinary Arts. Though now known as Henry Ford Col-

lege (HFC), the institutions 
continued commitment to 
real-world experience stems 
from a rich legacy. Today, 
HFC offers more than 165 
associate degrees, certifi-
cates, university-transfer, 
and career programs. It 
also specializes in custom-
ized workforce development 
training for business and 
industry. An East Campus 
is located on Schaefer Road 
just North of Rotunda. On 
this satellite campus can 
be found HFC’s Michigan 
Technical Education Center 
(M-TEC) and a state-of-
the-art Nursing building. It 
is evident that while mov-
ing into the future, a strong 

connection to the past has been maintained considering 
Henry Ford’s educational philosophy of “hands-on” or 
“learn by doing.” That philosophy has been central to the 
history of Henry Ford College, and no matter what name 
it is known by in the future, it most certainly will be a 
huge part of its future.

Mayor John B. O’Reilly helps celebrate 40 years of 
legacy and continued growth

A fine arts building was erected in the 1970s to create an 
even wider variety of offerings for students.

In an effort to offer a more complete curriculum, a liberal arts building 
was constructed in the 1970s.
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Women of the Civil War: 
Michigan Annie

by Jillian Drapala

 Jillian Drapala portrays Annie Etheridge (Michigan Annie) in Civil War reenactments. 
Her role playing is a powerful medium to teach the public about women like Annie 

and what they did during the Civil War.

Many male historians of the American Civil War 
overlook or choose to ignore an obscure part of 

history. Women during the war were more than house-
wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters; they had an active 
role in the war. While women at that time were not al-
lowed to vote, hold a contract, or earn money for their 

keeping; women worked as laundresses, cooks, and nurs-
es on and off the battlefield. They also played a role as 
soldiers, but that is a topic for another article.

 Daughters of the Regiments were an anomaly. 
They existed, but were not as common as the “male” sol-

Editor’s Note: Jillian Drapala is a Living Historian in the Metro Detroit area. She has portrayed Annie Etheridge for three years now and has 
participated in many Civil War reenactments and battles as Michigan Annie. Jillian is passionate about portraying to the public true and personal 
stories about someone like Annie who actually lived the history. She describes her time as Annie as a joy and a challenge - but overall a rewarding 
experience. Jillian also works as a Program Supervisor at The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan.
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dier or the nurse you would find in the hospital in town. 
Nobody knows how many existed, though historians 
who research them say that they participated on both the 
Union and the Southern side. Often being an officer’s 
wife or daughter, you would have to have a cause to be 
there i.e., the laundress, the nurse, and the cook roles 
were taken on by these women.

 What makes these women so difficult to research 
or to track down in any way, is the lack of documentation 

from these women them-
selves. If a woman were 
disguised as a “male sol-
dier” and were discovered 
as a woman, they would 
be returned home and 
their service record de-
stroyed. Many were found 
by a medical reason, their 
handwriting, or by their 
table manners if they were 
an officer.

 Daughters of the Regi-
ments were different. They were dressed openly as wom-
en in the field and fought just as hard and as patriotically 
as the men fighting next to them. Annie Etheridge was 

one of those women from Wayne, Michigan. In read-
ing about Annie specifically, it will become evident why 
these women are so hard to track down.

 Annie Etheridge was born in Wayne, Michigan 
in 1839. Through census records, it is known that she 
somehow was married to David S. Kellogg in Wisconsin 
in 1856. Her brothers-in-law joined the Union Army, 
although no history of her husband joining existed. 
Records show that she did not join with the last name 
Etheridge. Joining with 19 other women taking on laun-
dry, cooking, and nursing; she was the only one left after 
a few weeks at Fort Wayne, Detroit, MI. Many speculate 
that she joined with the 2nd (formed in Detroit) or the 
3rd (formed in Grand Rapids) Michigan. More leaning 
towards the 2nd as she later transfers to the 3rd, then to 
the 5th, then the 3rd and 5th finally combining due to 
heavy causalities.

 A few years later, 
there was an announce-
ment in the newspapers 
of a divorce from Annie 
and James Etheridge. An-
nie told a judge that she 
received a letter stating 
her first husband was still 
alive. If it is true or not, 
Annie was granted a di-
vorce and only asked her 
now ex-husband to keep 
his last name (which he 
allowed). What was she 
running away from or 
hiding from? Sadly, there is no more information on Da-
vid S. Kellogg that has surfaced as of yet. Continuing 
through the war as Annie Etheridge, she was well known 
and well-loved by the men and officers of her units. One 
story recalled the Battle of Chancellorsville. Annie rode 
to the front of the lines cheering on the men when told 
by officers to get behind the lines for her safety; an of-
ficer wedged himself between her horse and the tree she 
was near When shot and shell rang out, a mini ball came 
whizzing by scraping Annie’s hand (the only wound she 
would ever receive) and killing the officer. Her horse 
darted through the woods with Annie clinging to the 
saddle, until reaching another unit.

 When she asked who the officer was, the soldier 
on picket duty asked who she was. The commanding of-

Born in Wayne, Michigan, Annie was well known and well-
loved by the men and officers of the Union units 
she served.
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ficer came out to see what all the commotion was and 
upon seeing Annie, confirmed her identity but also had 
great respect for her. Another story tells of Annie’s work 
on the field carrying and pulling men to safety in a pile 
of rocks and administering medical aid to the wounded. 
Major General Kearny observed her work at Second Bat-
tle of Bull Run, approved and declared he would make 
her a sergeant. He awarded her the Kearny Cross for 
bravery on the battlefield. Sadly, Maj. Gen. Kearny was 
killed two days later was unable to fulfill his promise.

 The men knew of Annie and her bravery and 
wrote home of her often. One soldier wrote her the fol-
lowing letter:
 

 While is it difficult to say if this ever reached her; 
this lone letter speaks volumes to her work.
    
 After the war, Annie remarried Charles Hooks, 
a Captain from the 7th Connecticut. Charles worked as 
a one-armed watchmaker in the Navy Yard, and Annie 
worked at the Treasury in Washington D.C. In 1877, 
there was a law that allowed only one family member 
to hold a government position. Charles being the eldest 
family member and the pair having no children, left An-
nie without a job. Never receiving pay from the Army, 
the men from the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th Michigan wrote pe-
titions to get her a military pension. She was awarded $50 
a month with it later being reduced to $25. She attended 
many reunions and was involved with the veterans. An-
nie passed away on January 23, 1913, in Washington, 
D.C. She is buried with her 3rd husband with full mili-
tary honors in Arlington National Cemetery with their 
joint tombstone reading “Annie Etheridge Hooks - Army 
Nurse.” 

January 14th, 1864.

 Annie—Dearest Friend: I am not long 
for this world, and I wish to thank you for your 
kindness ere I go.

    You were the only one who was ever kind 
to me, since I entered the Army. At Chancel-
lorsville, I was shot through the body, the ball 
entering my side, and coming out through the 
shoulder. I was also hit in the arm, and was car-
ried to the hospital in the woods, where I lay for 
hours, and not a surgeon would touch me; when 
you came along and gave me water, and bound 
up my wounds. I do not know what regiment 
you belong to, and I don’t know if this will ever 
reach you. There is only one man in your divi-
sion that I know. I will try and send this to him; 
his name is Strachan, orderly sergeant in Sixty-
third Pennsylvania volunteers.

    But should you get this, please accept my 
heartfelt gratitude; and may God bless you 
and protect you from all dangers; may you be 
eminently successful in your present pursuit. I 
enclose a flower, a present from a sainted mother; 
it is the only gift I have to send you….I know 
nothing of your history, but I hope you always 
have, and always may be happy; and, since I will 
be unable to see you in this world, I hope I may 
meet you in that better world, where there is no 
war. May God bless you, both now and forever, 
is the wish of your grateful friend.

George H. Hill
Cleveland, Ohio

Before Fair Lane
Features 22 stories about century-
old homes. Includes photos of 149 
still standing homes and 42 homes 
that have been torn down.

Lost Dearborn
Author Craig E. Hutchison endeav-
ors to immortalize the important 
foundational building blocks of an 
evolving city. 
 
The Bark Covered House
A graphic and thrilling description 
of real pioneer life in the wilder-
ness of Michigan. 

Dearborn Historical Museum 
Gift Shop

 Own one of our best sellers below by visiting 
our website at thedhm.com
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John W. Lesinski, AKA Jack, smiled as he spoke those words. 
He had had an absentee father while John Lesinski, Sr., the 

man who gave him life, sat in Congress. John W. was never so 
happy as when his dad did not make his usual return to Con-
gress.

 Both John W. and his brother Gary have fond memo-
ries of their father. John W. said, “My dad was a teacher. Once, 
our family saw a dead racoon on the road.  As this was in the 
time of movie history when Davey Crockett and his racoon cap 
were popular,  I wanted to cut off the tail of the dead animal so 
that I might attach it to my cap.”  His dad said that he would 
not stop the car. “That animal had its purpose in life. It’s not for 
you to cut off its tail.”

 John W. continued, “My dad was not as educated as 
John Dingell, but Dad studied and learned from history.  He 
did what he believed was morally right, even though he was 
pressured to do otherwise. He knew that the only way that he 

could get elected and re-elected was to be a Democrat. But he 
was an independent Democrat. Generally, he was quiet or read-
ing. He was soft spoken. However, he could get quite loud.”

 The death of Congressman John Dingell brought a lot 
of attention to the campaign in which John Dingell had run 
against John A. Lesinski. Both of them had succeeded their fa-
thers in office. Both were Polish and had the support of Polish 
organizations. Both had very similar voting records. However, 
Mr. Lesinski was the only Northern Democrat to vote against 
the Civil Rights Act. 

 Mayor Jack O’Reilly said that the two driving forces 
in the redistricting of Michigan following the 1960  census 
were John Conyers of Detroit and Bill Ford of Westland. For 
whatever reason, they reconfigured the districts so that the two 
Congressmen would have to face each other in an election.

 Congressman Lesinski developed literature for each 
race. Strategists for the Dingell 
campaign followed Lesinski’s dis-
tributors. They placed Lesinski’s 
materials meant for Black homes 
onto Caucasian porches and put 
materials meant for Caucasian 
homes onto Black porches. The 
rest is history. John W. remembers 
standing on the limit lines passing 
out political promotional material 
at Dearborn High School for that 
August primary. A voter took the 
literature offered and said, “I’m a 
Republican. But today I am here 
to vote for only one candidate, 
your dad.”

 Gary said that his dad was an 
independent thinker. He felt that 
his dad lost the election against 
John Dingell because he did not 

have the United Auto Workers’ sup-

“MY DAD LOST THE ELECTION, AND I GOT A DAD!”
Two Lesinskis Reflect on Their Congressman Father

by L. Glenn O’Kray

The Lesinski family

Editor’s Note: Dearborn is rich in stories of men and women who served in the political arena. In the following account, Glenn O’Kray gives read-
ers a window into the life of John Lesinski Jr. with some insight from his family. Lesinski graduated from Fordson High School and enlisted in the 
Navy in 1933. He served in World War II and was awarded a Navy and Marine Corps Medal as well as a Purple Heart. In 1950, Lesinski was 
elected to Congress from Michigan’s 16th Congressional District. He would go on to serve six more terms until, as O’Kray relates, a reconfiguration 
of the area’s districts caused Lesinski to face fellow Democrat John Dingell. The following provides a fuller portrait of the man.
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port. As well, “My father told me this. He said, verbatim, that 
‘kids should go to schools in their own neighborhoods.’ He was 
against forced bussing.”

 In the 1960s there was not much oversight on Con-
gressmen’s receiving gifts. Gary remembers that immediately 
after his dad voted in a way that the Ford Motor Company 
did not like, the car provided by the corporation quickly disap-
peared.

 John W. said, “My dad really wanted to continue in 
Congress. But it was only after he left Congress that I found 
out what a great guy he was. He wanted to take me fishing 
and hunting, and he taught me how to correctly use his tools 
and put them back like I found them, but that didn’t hap-
pen while he was in Congress. 
When Congress was in session, 
typically, he would fly into De-
troit on Friday, go to meetings 
with constituents on Saturdays, 
go to Mass on Sunday followed 
by more meetings, and then fly 
back to Washington, D.C. on 
Sunday evening.”

 Gary remembers al-
ways seeing his dad with a “five 
o’clock shadow” after the trip 
from Washington. “He would 
be happy to see his family, 
and would pick me up to give me a hug. I remember his face 
scratching mine, so I would pull away, and then say ‘Whatcha 
bring me?’ “

 John W. and his brother Ronald boarded at a military 
grade school, the Hall of the Divine Child, in Monroe.  John 
W.  thought that his dad believed that the discipline would be 
good for growing boys and give their mom and grandmother a 
break. 

 When asked about his father’s occupation when not in 
office, John responded that his father had had a lumber yard, 
Acorn Lumber Company, on the northwest corner of Miller 
and Michigan that his grandfather originally operated along 
with Hamtramck Lumber Company. The Husak Dodge deal-
ership frequently had cars parked on the 7.5 acres, and John W. 
would sometimes hunt pheasants and rabbits on the property. 
Acorn Lumber Company morphed into Dearborn Lumber 
Company and finally to Dearborn Properties, Inc.

 When he left office, the elder Lesinski carried on vari-
ous business operations through Dearborn Properties, Inc. He 
was a developer, investor, and property manager. He provided 
purchase money for mortgage financing. The elder John took 
the younger John into business with him. On one occasion, 

John W. had a 13 vacant lot package deal available for sale in 
southeast Dearborn. “Dad bought all of them for $500 each. 
After the closing, Dad immediately and individually listed each 
vacant lot for sale. He re-sold the properties for $1300 each.”

 Mr. Lesinski also ran for Wayne County Commis-
sioner. While he lost in the first election, the victor in the race 
died before he took office, thereby enabling Mr. Lesinski to sit 
in that position. He won the seat several more times.

 John W. remembers attending John F. Kennedy’s inau-
guration. It was terribly cold. John mingled through the crowd. 
He thought that anybody who was wearing a suit must be 
someone important, and he collected autographs from them. 
Though a Republican, John W. also attended Bill Clinton’s in-

auguration.  With Democratic 
blood in his veins, Gary worked 
for Congressman Brad Miller 
from North Carolina for ten 
years. John W. remembers a few 
times in the 80s and 90s while 
traveling with his dad around 
town and even up north. John 
W. said, “We would stop to 
shop or eat and strangers would 
call out ‘Congressman!’ and 
Dad would pause and talk to 
them.”

 On one occasion when John 
W. was 8 or 9, he sat in his dad’s seat on the assembly floor. He 
wondered what was under his dad’s seat and found a gas mask. 
Apparently, everyone had one. 

 For relaxation, Mr. Lesinski liked to tend the garden in 
the vacant lot adjacent to the family’s home on Wellington. In 
the fall, he would pick up all the fallen leaves in the neighbor-
hood, shred them, pile them in a fenced bin, and soak them 
with water. By spring, the leaves would have decomposed into 
good, rich compost that he would rototill into the sandy garden 
soil. He collected rabbit manure from under Keith Forbush’s 
rabbit hutches for fertilizer. He grew tomatoes, potatoes, car-
rots, beets, broccoli, cabbage, peas, peppers and pumpkins. He 
used no pesticides. He would pick off the beetles from the po-
tato plants and drop them into a can of charcoal lighter fluid. 

 Gary recalls that when the Lesinski family went to 
Washington, they stopped in to visit Congressman Dingell. 
The legislator graciously cancelled scheduled meetings so that 
he might spend time with the family of the man he defeated.

 While few remember John Lesinski, the Congressman, 
the sons well remember John Lesinski, the father. 

Lesinski home in the late 40’s



Over the Top Event a 
Huge Success
Yes, the Dearborn area was settled in the late 18th Century, but it did 
not become the city it is today until January of 1929 when residents 
of Dearborn, Fordson and Dearborn Township voted to merge. To 
celebrate Dearborn's 90th birthday, the Dearborn Historical Museum 
recently held a Roaring 20s-style speakeasy gala. The event, held on 
July 19th, began with a champagne reception at the newly renovated 
Commandant's Quarters. Participants then moved over to the beau-
tifully renovated Wagner Hotel building to enjoy a strolling dinner, 
music and entertainment on the rooftop. 

The event, intended to serve as a fundraiser to help preserve the 
wonderful history of Dearborn for years to come, was a huge suc-
cess. Over 200 people attended and over $20,000 was raised. The 
money will be used for continued restoration of historic structures, 
to  support public programming such at the pioneer school pro-
gram, and to continue to document and preserve the collections. It 
was definitely a night to remember and the following picture gallery 
shows both the wonderful renovations of the historic structures as 
well as the delighted faces of all those who attended.
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MR. BAUT:  Now, I wonder if you would relate to us how 
you came to Dearborn – which is rather interesting.  
MR. ADAMS:  I had lived in Farmington.  My wife wanted 
to get nearer Detroit.  So, I took a trip down to Detroit and I 
went through Dearborn.  I didn’t think I was interested, even 
though I had gotten this notice that there was a vacancy. 

MR. BAUT:  I quote here.  It says, “There will be a vacancy 
in the superintendent of Dearborn Schools, signed S.B. 
Long.”  The date is March 28, 1917 and that’s addressed 
to R.H. Adams.  And so you came down to Dearborn 
apparently sending out applications, or at least letters, to 
various school systems in this area.  
MR. ADAMS:  That’s right and the only answer I got was from 
Dearborn.  So, I took a trip down to Detroit and put up at the 
old Pontchartrain Hotel for the night.  I used the telephone 
calling friends in Wyandotte and Northville and other places 
around there and there were no vacancies.  Then I started back 
to Morrice [where Ray Adams was previously employed] on 
the Michigan Central.  I looked out the window and saw some 
red brick houses and I always liked red.  I thought I wasn’t 
interested in Dearborn but an impulse seized me when the 
train slowed up in Ypsilanti.  I grabbed my coat and suitcase.  
I was stretched out, I used two seats there and the train just 
slackened speed there.  I grabbed myself, put down the arm 
and I jumped and went into the depot and there was an old 
potbelly stove and a telephone.  I called Sam Long and I 
introduced me and he said, “Where have you been?” He said, 
“We’ve been looking for you.”  He said, “We had a School 
Board meeting last night and there were three applicants for 
the superintendency and I (Sam Long) said to the Board, 
“Let’s wait to see what Adams looks like.”  So I told him my 
qualifications, and he said, “You’re qualified all right.  You can 

come down.”  So I went down and had an interview with the 
Board.  That was on Saturday, I left my luggage in the inter-
urban station.  The man who was in charge of the inter-urban 
station lived in Wayne and he had left before I got back to get 
my luggage.  So everything was locked up and there wasn’t 
any eating place.  So Herman Blankertz (he was a member of 
the School Board) took me in and they gave me some supper.   
Then I went over to the Wagner Hotel and put up there for the 
night.  The next morning I went back to Morrice.  

MR. BAUT:  And you told Mrs. Adams that you had gotten 
the job?
MR. ADAMS:   Yes, I called her that I had gotten the job. 

MR. BAUT:  Apparently you got married some place along 
the line.  When was that?
MR. ADAMS:  Well, I wasn’t married when I went to 
Dearborn.  They had to have a married man.  So I had to be 
married then.  I was pretty sure of it.  We were married in 
June,  I think it was in 1917. 

MR. BAUT:  Where did you live when you first arrived here 
in Dearborn?
MR. ADAMS:  Herman Blankertz was the treasurer of the 
Board of Education and he had a place, a new bungalow, that 
had just been built and not occupied.  That was 1 Chestnut. 

MR. BAUT:  That must have been right on the corner of 
Monroe and Park today.
MR. ADAMS:   On the corner of Mason and Park.  1 Chestnut 
is Park now.   We got that for $30 a month rent. It cost me 
$30 to move down there from what little furniture we had.  I 
was broke then. 

Dearborn School History:
An Interview with Ray Adams
Part One

Ray Adams in 1930

Editor’s Note: Ray Adams served as the superintendent of Dearborn School District #7 from 1917 until 
1944. When the Dearborn and Fordson school districts merged, he served as assistant superintendent and 
acting superintendent until 1949. This interview which was conducted by Dearborn Historical Museum 
staff member Don Baut in 1970 has been abridged for this publication. The full interview can be read at 
the Dearborn Historical Museum. This interview provides a window into the times and the changes that 
the school system went through in the early 20th Century. Those familiar with area history will recognize 
numerous names who were prominent in the growth of the area. The interview has been divided into two 
parts. Look for part two of the interview in the next edition.
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MR. BAUT:  I believe Reverend William Davis was your 
first caller wasn’t he?
MR. ADAMS:  He was the first caller.  He was a Methodist 
minister here.  He was the man who was trying to promote 
Henry Ford for president of the United States and he missed 
that.  He had success in everything else but he missed on that 
one. 

MR. BAUT:  What kind of man was he – aside from this?
MR. ADAMS:  He was an Englishman, a little goatee on him.  
He was a very friendly fellow.  We got to be very close friends. 

MR. BAUT:  As a matter of fact, I think you joined his 
church didn’t you?
MR. ADAMS:  That’s right.  I’m still a member there. 

MR. BAUT:   At the reception held in your honor at the 
new school which is today Salisbury and, at that time I 
believe Garrison School, was this your first opportunity in 
meeting the teachers and the people of Dearborn?
MR. ADAMS:  That was the first opportunity.  They had a 
reception and Horatio S. Earle was the speaker.  He was on the 
“Good Roads Earle.” 

MR. BAUT:  “Good Roads Earle”?
MR. ADAMS:  “Good Roads Earle” and Henry Ford’s 
furnished flowers for the occasion.

MR. BAUT:  And you met the Board of Education at that 
time did you not?

MR. ADAMS:  I met the Board when I came down to apply 
for the job. 

MR. BAUT:  While you were superintendent were you 
given much latitude in your supervision at all?
MR. ADAMS:   I was given entire latitude I would say. 

MR. BAUT:  When they had a chance in the Board, did 
you ever find a change in emphasis between, say, from one 
administration to another? 
MR. ADAMS:  Not in the early days I didn’t. 

MR. BAUT:  In the later years you would find changes and 
emphasis. 
MR. ADAMS:  Yes, that’s right. 

MR. BAUT:  Is this in the curriculum or would this be…
MR. ADAMS:  Well, I don’t know.  It was somewhat in the 
curriculum but it stemmed from people in the community 
that had come from some other county. 

MR. BAUT:  What were the conditions like as far as the 
Dearborn Public School system?  Of course, you only had 
two schools really.  It was the Dearborn Public School and 
the Garrison School.  What were conditions like when you 
first took over as superintendent?
MR. ADAMS:  Conditions were very good I thought.  Mr. 
Salisbury had been there nine year and he was fifty-two year 
old.  They thought they had to have a younger person.  I was 
twenty-seven at that time. 

Salisbury School
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MR. BAUT:  So they did look to you as far as administration 
was concerned and I suppose in the hiring of the teachers 
too. 
MR. ADAMS:   Well, there’s another point.  The Board was in 
the habit of hiring the teachers.  They had the interview with 
the Board and that gradually got that in my hands.  I had a 
good look girl that I was hiring.  I took her out to meet the 
Board and they were satisfied.  The first thing they knew they 
didn’t meet the teachers.  I was doing the hiring. 

MR. BAUT:  And what about your administration these 
years?  There were a lot of new innovations that you brought 
in which didn’t really meet the approval of the populace 
shall we say. For example, I believe there was a great furor 
when you introduced dancing in 1921.  I’m wondering if 
you will relate that situation there. 
MR. ADAMS:   That was in 1926 and ’27 that you see Henry 
Ford had a dancing instructor, Mr. Lovett.  Mr. Lovett came 
up and wanted to introduce the dancing in the school -- that 
is old American dances.  That is to teach courtesy and that sort 
of thing.  There was a group that met in their cafeteria.  A lot 
of parents came up and they had their books.  They were just 
all stirred up about the dancing business.  Of course, it came 
out in the paper and my picture was on one side of the top 
paper and Lovett’s was on the other.  Lovett, the promoter, 
and I was a defender.    

MR. BAUT:  Well, you introduced dancing before that 
though in the schools, did you not?
MR. ADAMS:  No, we didn’t have it before then.  We didn’t 
have the place for it.  Mr. Lovett put on an exhibition on the 
dancing and he had Henry Ford and nieces there.  We had, 
I think, six policemen there in case a riot should break out. 
Before the evening was over even the policemen were doing 
the curtsies.

MR. BAUT:  In between 1917 and down roughly to about 

1921 you had quite a few duties.  Let’s back to when you 
first came to Dearborn.  You had quite a few duties other 
than just being superintendent.  What were some of your 
duties aside from just be, shall we say, the “boss”?
MR. ADAMS:  I ran the office and did my own typing.  I 
taught four classes.   I taught chemistry and physics -- 
chemistry one year and physics the next year.  I taught history 
and mathematics up until about ’25 then I had to give up my 
teaching because the other duties were too much.  

MR. BAUT:  You had more schools to think about. 
MR. ADAMS:  More schools to think about.  The third year 
I was there they had to get into a building program and the 
Southwestern School, now the DuVall School, was one of the 
first ones.  Then they had an auditorium and gymnasium built 
out in the square there where Ray Adams High School is now. 
That was incorporated into this new building.  

MR. BAUT:  I was doing to get around to that a little later 
here but I was wondering what were some of the innovations 
that you brought?  I know you introduced quite a few new 
subjects to the school system. 

MR. ADAMS:  Well, one of them was homemaking and 
industrial arts and, of course, the cafeteria idea was a new one 
too.  Well, I had to fight those things through. 

MR. BAUT:   I was going to say I imagine it was quite a 
battle. 
MR. ADAMS:   Yes.  One member of the Board of education 
we got into a discussion of the industrial arts in the school 
system and those only one member of the Board that was 
opposed to it.  That was Charlie Wagner.  We were arguing 
back and forth and finally the Board said, “Well, you two 
fellows will have to get together and fight it out.”  So, I met 
Charlie up in my office in the evening.  He was opposed to it 
and I was for it.  He finally said, “Well, I see you’re not going 
to give up.  I suppose I’ll have to.”

Ray Adams and Elba Howe outside new Dearborn High 
School auditorium – ca. 1921

Homemaking course photographed for the 1922 Dearborn 
High School yearbook
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MR. BAUT:  Did you have very much room to navigate 
around?  I imagine conditions had gotten pretty crowded 
at this time. 
MR. ADAMS:   That was after the new high school was 
built.  There’s a question there too.  That’s another story.  
Unbeknownst I had been in Ann Arbor that summer and I 
was working over at the Engineering Building on blue prints 
and getting ready for a building program for a building there.  
I had what I thought we needed.  A Board member sprung 
it one night and made a motion that we duplicate Oxford 
Avenue School, which was an eight room building, for a high 
school.  The Board wanted to know when I could meet with an 
architect and talk with him.  I said, “I can meet anytime”, but 
I was opposed to it.  I was opposed to it right that very night 
and, when the architect got to developing the plans for the 
building that they had talked about, I wouldn’t have anything 
to do with it.  The architect met me over at Post’s Tavern in 
Battle Creek.  I was on vacation then.  He said he brought 
some plans over for me to look at and he pulled out the small 
plans that the Board had voted to endorse or had endorsed.  
I said, “Is that all you brought with you?”  He said, “No, I 
brought your plans too.”  “Well”, I said, “I want to look at 
those others.  I will go with you on this plan that I had asked 
for.”  He said, “Well what should I tell the Board when I go 
back?”  I said, “You tell them exactly what I’m telling you.  I’ll 
have nothing to do with it.”  So, he went back and told the 

Board that and I got a call from Lance McClellan and he said, 
“Do you know what you’re asking for?”  I said, “Sure.”  “You’re 
asking for something that will cost more money than we have 
voted.”  I said, “Yes.  You’ve asked me a question.  You haven’t 
asked me what the need is yet.  Don’t you want to know?’  
“Well, I suppose I should.”  So he said, “You’ll have to come 
back then and meet with the Board.”  So I went back a day 
early and I stopped off at the Engineering Building in Ann 
Arbor and I developed plans enough for each Board member.  
We met at the architect’s office in Detroit.  I passed out these 
needs and nobody said a word.  I said, “What’s the matter 
you found something wrong?”  Lance McClellan spoke up and 
said, “No, I guess not.  I think you’re right.”  He said, “I’ll vote 
for it.”  So the whole Board voted for it.  

MR. BAUT:  And they all went for it, of course.  That 
became Dearborn High School. 
MR. ADAMS:  It became Dearborn High School. 

MR. BAUT:  And then, of course, it was renamed later on 
in your honor.  Getting back here I supposed the City had 
grown considerably from the time you first came until now.  
This probably would have been in 1924 or there abouts. 
MR. ADAMS: ’25.

MR. BAUT:  Did you ever have much opposition from the 
voters as far as say this bondage?  I suppose you had to have 

Image of the 2nd Dearborn High School building open from 1926-1958
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a bond issue in order to get the money to build the school. 
MR. ADAMS:  Not too much.  I met with a group at the library 
and I asked them.  That was after the Dearborn High School was 
built and I was asking for more buildings.  Somebody spoke up and 
said, “Let us get paid for all we do have already instead of asking for 
more.”  I said, “You’re going to be asked for a lot more before you get 
through this.”  So that was about the third year I was there that the 
grown started.  

MR. BAUT:  Yes, that’d be around 1920.  Well, you taught at 
Oxford School about that time in 1920, ’21 or isn’t that true?
MR. ADAMS:  1921.  It was Southwestern School.  Oxford I think 
was a little later. 

MR. BAUT:   A little later than that.  I suppose that’s where the 
population was at that time.  It was in that area. 
MR. ADAMS:  I had taken some courses in Columbia University in 
New York and I took administration and supervision.  I learned some 
things there about school locations and distances and all that sort of 
thing.  I had a big map in my office on the wall and I had Dearborn 
in that map.  I had different colored pins to show where the trend 
of population was settling.  In that way that we were able to locate 
where the school should be.  When they located the Lindbergh and 
started to build, Woodruff was editor of The Dearborn Independent.  
He came out with a criticism of the school.  He said, “What would a 
man from Mars think coming down to earth and see the peculiar idea 
that the Board has in building schools out in the sticks?”

MR. BAUT:  And, of course, the population was moving that 
way up north of Cherry Hill.  What about your subjects that you 
introduced into the school system?  Was this all in preparation 
for Dearborn Public School system to be accepted by the North 
Central Association?
MR. ADAMS: We were in the North Central Association.  The 
head man at the University of Michigan came down to Dearborn 
when I first went there, J.B. Edmundson.  There was no definite 
provision made to put the qualification of what a teacher should 
be.  We didn’t have to have a degree.  I got a very nice letter from 
J.B. Edmundson complimenting this school system and he asked the 
question if he didn’t think that Dearborn is in a location where we 
could demand a bachelor’s degree for a teaching position.  

MR. BAUT:  In other words, the qualifications for a teacher had 
risen that much to say from high school and perhaps two years of 
normal up to a bachelor’s degree.  Where did this take place, this 
upping of the qualifications?  Would it be back in the early ‘20s?
MR. ADAMS: It was in the ‘20s, yes. 

MR. BAUT:   We have gotten into the qualification it was between 
1920-25 that the qualifications of a teacher was, at least a 
bachelor’s degree.  Was the Dearborn School system in the North 
Central Association when you came?
MR. ADAMS:   I think it was. 

MR. BAUT:  I thought you were instrumental in bringing it about 
here. 
MR. ADAMS:  They had additional requirements so that we had to 
adhere to those.  That was my part of it. 

MR. BAUT:  Now, of course, the first school we said was the 
opening of Southwestern, or today which is known as the DuVall 
School, and you apparently didn’t get too much opposition from 
the Board as far as the location of the school at that time did you? 
MR. ADAMS:  No. 

MR. BAUT:  And what about we were going through somewhat 
of a recession – a kind of post-war recession at this time.  Wasn’t 
it rather difficult at this time to get a bond issue from the voters? 
MR. ADAMS:  We got it.  Of course that school has been added to a 
lot since then.  I want to, before you get through, tell you about that 
forty-five percent government grant that we got. 

MR. BAUT:  When was this?
MR. ADAMS:  That was 1942.  

MR. BAUT:  Oh yes and well, we’ll get into that a little later here, 
but did you have to go out and campaign at all on your own as far 
as the bond issues were concerned?
MR. ADAMS:   No, I didn’t.  Well, I say I didn’t.  I talked to different 
group.  I talked to the Rotary Club and they were agreeable and saw 
the need.  You see, the Rotary Club was started in Dearborn in 1923 
and I’m still a member of the Dearborn Rotary Club. 

MR. BAUT:  You must be an honorary member now. 
MR. ADAMS:  I’m the only member of the club that was with the 
original. 

MR. BAUT:   And, of course, we’re going to get the Rotary a little 
later here but just trying to keep it as somewhat of a chronological 
order.  What about Whitmore-Bolles and Lindbergh Schools?  Of 
course, we’ve already talked about Lindbergh and Mr. Woodruff’s 
opposition to that being out there in the sticks.  What about 
Whitmore-Bolles?  Had the population extended that far to that 
area that you had to put a school up there too? 
MR. ADAMS:  That’s right. 

MR. BAUT:  There was no opposition to this at all – even at that 
time?
MR. ADAMS:  No. 

MR. BAUT:  And what were school taxes at this time in the ‘20s 
compared to the time when you first entered --  say from 1917 
down to about 1929/1930?  How much have they risen roughly 
do you recall?
MR. ADAMS:  I don’t recall that.  I think I have records of those 
things but I didn’t. 

MR. BAUT:  And what about the Harvard and Stevens Schools?  
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They were added to your district were they not? 
MR. ADAMS:  Harvard and Stevens were outside the City limits but 
they were in the Township.  They were part of our school. 

MR. BAUT:  How long were they part of the district?
MR. ADAMS:  Oh, maybe five years.  Stevens was a later one, only 
about two or three years. 

MR. BAUT:  Edison School was dedicated in the midst of the 
1932 depression.  Where did Dearborn come up with the money 
to build such a school in the midst of this depression?   
MR. ADAMS:  Of course you just had to borrow money from the 
bank. 

MR. BAUT:  And do you know Harry Vicary at all?
MR. ADAMS:    I worked with him.  I selected him as an architect. 

MR. BAUT:  Oh, did you?  Is he the one that was the architect for 
the Dearborn school or the Dearborn High?
MR. ADAMS:  Yes. 

MR. BAUT:  How did the Board fair through the depression at 
all. 
MR. ADAMS:  Well, teachers’ wages were cut quite drastically; mine 
was cut too. 

MR. BAUT:  Are you the one that instituted the hobby fair?
MR. ADAMS:  Yes.  I got that idea from Rotary in Canada. 

MR. BAUT:  Well, they had it in their school system over there?
MR. ADAMS:  Yes. 

MR. BAUT:  And when was this first instituted? 
MR. ADAMS:   I don’t know the date, 1930 something was the 
second one. 

MR. BAUT:  And how long did it continue?
MR. ADAMS:  Oh, let’s see…..since 1920’s.  It continued probably 
for about two or three days. 

MR. BAUT:  Well, how long did it continue?  Was it in as long as 
you were in the superintendency?
MR. ADAMS:   Yes. You mean, how long did that practice?

MR. BAUT:  Yes, how long did you have that hobby fair?  I know 
over a period of years. 
MR. ADAMS:  Oh, not long --- 1938 I think was the last one.  There 
was only one other before that time. 

MR. BAUT:  I thought it was an annual event. 
MR. ADAMS:   No 

MR. BAUT:  And what other schools were you instrumental in 
building during your administration, aside say from the few that 

we have mentioned such as the Southwestern, Edison, Lindbergh, 
Whitmore-Bolles, etc.?  What other schools were built during 
your administration or as long as you were in the Dearborn 
Public School system?
MR. ADAMS:  Oxford School was another one. 

MR. BAUT:  I know you were talking here about the government 
grant of ’42.  I wonder if you would go into that.
MR. ADAMS: Forty-five percent government grant.  It was a 
representative from the State Department in Lansing and a man by the 
name of Peterson from Iowa, representing the national government.  
We got forty-five percent government grant on a nine room addition 
to the new high school which is the Adams School now, and we got 
an auditorium and gymnasium and an eight room addition to the 
Lindbergh School   We got an eight room addition to the Whitmore-
Bolles School and an eight room addition to the Edison School.   I 
was advised not to let the government have anything to do with the 
equipment for the buildings and that stirred me on.  They said that 
Grosse Pointe had a bad deal on that.  They didn’t get what they asked 
for.  So, I went into it and asked the government for a forty-five percent 
grant on equipment too.  We got everything we wanted.  There was a 
little hitch there because I held out on some of the furniture seating 
equipment.  The Board got rather anxious about it and the Board 
members called me and said, “If you don’t act on that we’ll lose that 
grant on the school equipment that is on the furniture, seating.”  The 
architect called me and I said, “I am not the Board of Education, I’m 
just the superintendent.  I don’t approve it.  If the Board wants to go 
and approve it go ahead, but,” I said, “I won’t approve it because it 
doesn’t meet specifications.”  So they said, “If you hold out so long, 
you’re going to lose it.”  I said, “Go ahead.  You’re the Board.”
A man came over from Chicago on a Saturday and he came busting 
in and he said, “I was sent over from Chicago to see what the matter 
with you and that seating equipment.”  I said, “You came over to see 
what’s the matter with the seating equipment?”  I said, “I’m so ashamed 
of it I moved it down another room out of my sight.  I don’t want to 
even look at it.”  I took him down there and showed him what I meant 
that it didn’t meet specifications.  He started to leave he said, “That’s 
a political setup over in Chicago.”  He said, “You won’t get it.”  That 
made me disturbed and I said, “You come back here.”  I said, “You 
write down what I’m going to tell you to say to them over in Chicago.”  
He did and I’m glad that he called.  He said, “They’re going to give you 
everything you want.”

MR. BAUT:    So you got everything you wanted?  You held out?
MR. ADAMS:   I told them.  I said, “I’m not interested in your politics.  
What I’m interested in is the equipment.”

Look for the rest of this interview in the next 
issue of  The Dearborn Historian.
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Dearborn Community Arts Council 
Celebrates 50 years

by Jessica Carreras

If you want to know about the history of Dearborn, look to 
the arts.

 This year, the Dearborn Community Arts Council 
celebrates its 50th anniversary of “supporting, promoting 
and developing arts and culture in our diverse community.” 
Throughout the past half century, the DCAC has been in-
volved in many of the city of Dearborn’s major developments. 
Over the next two issues of the Dearborn Historian, we’ll ex-
plore the interwoven stories of Dearborn, the arts council and 
the city’s vibrant arts community.
 The Dearborn Community Arts Council was formed 
in 1969 in response to a need for congruity of planning be-
tween the city’s many small arts organizations.

 “There was always a lot going on in the arts in Dear-
born, but it was all separate; there was no cohesiveness to it,” 
said Stella Greene, current DCAC board member and former 

executive director. “That’s why the arts council was so vital.”
 
 “The DCAC celebrated not just the artists, but the 
history and cultural heritage of the city,” she added.

A whole new cultural era

 According to a Jan. 30, 1969 article by writer and 
Dearborn Public Library employee James Limbacher, the for-
mation of the arts council had been discussed as far back as 
1955, but the idea, in his words, “got nowhere.” But in 1969, 
with assistance from the Michigan State Council for the Arts, 
representatives from many major institutions and city depart-
ments — from the University of Michigan-Dearborn to the 
Dearborn Historical Museum and the Players Guild of Dear-
born — came to the table to make the concept a reality.
“Imagine,” wrote Limbacher, “all these groups working to-
gether to give Dearbornites a taste of the arts. It could open a 

Editor’s Note: Jessica Carreras is a proud third-generation Dearborn resident. She lives in a lovingly restored 1890s farmhouse with her husband 
and son, plus a dog and two cats. Jessica was well-known to Dearborn residents as the editor of the online publication Dearborn Patch, and also 
served as a City of Dearborn employee. Currently, she works as the Communications Manager for United Way for Southeastern Michigan. Jessica 
has served on the board of the Dearborn Community Arts Council since 2013

One of the Dearborn Community Arts Council’s premiere events in its first 10 years of existence was “Evenings at Fair 
Lane.” The multi-day event included performances by hundreds of dancers, artists and musicians, all of which took 

place at Henry Ford’s Fair Lane Estate.
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whole new cultural era for our city.”
And in many senses, it did.

 The newly formed arts council wasted no time fulfill-
ing the artistic needs of the city, its artists and its residents. 
One of the council’s first actions included compiling a calen-
dar of cultural events to be released to the public — a resource 
to arts lovers that the DCAC still provides today.

 The city’s early and ongoing support of the DCAC 
was unparalleled, Stella Greene said. 

 “The city has been committed from day one to having 
arts and cultural experiences available to the community,” she 
said. “It’s incredible when you think about it. How many cities 
would make that kind of commitment of arts and culture?”

 And the DCAC gave back to the city through its in-
volvement in many cultural projects and city events.

The DCAC’s first decade

 One of the DCAC’s first projects was to sponsor pro-
gramming to celebrate the dedication of the Henry Ford Cen-
tennial Library in November 1969. The week of performances 
and activities ran the gamut of arts, including music and folk 
dancing by Dearborn Public Schools students, theatrical per-
formances by the Dearborn Civic Theatre and choir perfor-
mances.
 
 The DCAC sponsored dance and music workshops 
in local schools, as well as performances for students and the 
public. They brought in local and national shows and bands, 
enriching the city’s already-rich local arts programming.

 

The activities were funded mainly by the DCAC’s signature 
event, “Evenings at Fair Lane.” The annual spring fundraiser 
featured open-air concerts on the lawn of Henry Ford’s es-
tate and evolved into a multi-day, multi-art showcase of all 
Dearborn artists had to offer. According to a 1974 DCAC 
document detailing the background of the event, “Evenings” 
included more than 600 performers and 200 volunteers by its 
fifth year.

 “Success has had its effect on ‘Evenings,’” the docu-
ment reads. “Music and dance have been supplemented by 
other creative areas, including drama, writing, arts and crafts 
and film. The performers — and those who come to watch 
and take part — arrive from the entire Detroit Metropolitan 
area, and ‘Evenings’ is now widely considered one of the area’s 
largest Spring Arts festivals.”
 
 The event cemented the Fair Lane estate as the city’s 
main performing arts center, despite documented limitations, 
including poor acoustics. It continued throughout the 1970s, 
eventually being rebranded as the Dearborn Arts Festival in 
1977.

 The DCAC was also involved in preservation and res-
toration efforts of Fair Lane in the mid 1970s, donating $500 
of the proceeds from Evenings at Fair Lane to UM-Dearborn 
for that purpose.

Next: A space to call home

 But for all of the successes of the DCAC and all of 
the vibrancy of Dearborn’s arts community, one thing was still 
lacking: a space to call home. Indeed, the arts festival’s entire 
purpose was to convince city officials that a permanent, state-
of-the-art performing arts center was exactly what Dearborn 
needed.

 “We want the festival to be a showcase for all the arts 
represented in our community, and to acquaint the public 
with them,” said then-DCAC board chairman Bob Dotten in 
a 1977 Detroit News article. “We want to show the commu-
nity why we favor building a city performing arts center.”

 As we now know today, they were successful in their 
endeavor. But the road resulting in Dearborn’s Ford Commu-
nity and Performing Arts Center was a long and interesting 
one. And the Dearborn Community Arts Council was in-
volved throughout.

 Check out the next issue of the Dearborn Historian 
for the second part of the story on the Dearborn Community 
Arts Council’s history, focusing on creating a permanent home 
for the arts.

A Dearborn Press and Guide article from 1973 highlights the 
success of the DCAC’s “Evenings at Fair Lane,” which at the 

time was celebrating its fifth year.
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A Dearborn Sets Foot in Dearborn

On June 17th, the Dearborn Historical Museum staff greeted and welcomed a very special visitor to the 
Museum campus. Josh Dearborn, a descendant of Dearborn’s namesake, Henry Dearborn, was given 

a tour by Collections Manager Matthew Graff. It was Dearborn’s first visit to Dearborn. According to Graff, 
“Mr. Dearborn’s family has lived in the Bay area of California for many years, but he has been asked many 
times by those outside of his family about his name and whether there was any connection to Dearborn, 
Michigan.” His mother explained the connection and he finally got a chance to visit the city he has always 
been curious about. While on the tour, Dearborn took numerous photos to show his family and friends and 
then signed the Museum’s guestbook. He left filled with knowledge about his ancestor.

 The village, township and now city that has borne the name Dearborn was named in honor of Major 
General Henry Dearborn (1751-1829). Dearborn served in many capacities during his career including 
physician, minuteman in the American Revolution and as an officer in General George Washington’s army. 
Under President Thomas Jefferson, he was secretary of war and during the war of 1812, he was the senior 
major general of the army. At the request of the first commandant of the arsenal at Dearbornville, Joshua 
Howard, who had served under General Dearborn, the area was named to honor this patriot and statesman.

A Dearborn Sets Foot in Dearborn

On June 17th, the Dearborn Historical Museum staff greeted and welcomed a very special visitor to the 
Museum campus. Josh Dearborn, a descendant of Dearborn’s namesake, Henry Dearborn, was given 

a tour by Collections Manager Matthew Graff. It was Dearborn’s first visit to Dearborn. According to Graff, 
“Mr. Dearborn’s family has lived in the Bay area of California for many years, but he has been asked many 
times by those outside of his family about his name and whether there was any connection to Dearborn, 
Michigan.” His mother explained the connection and he finally got a chance to visit the city he has always 
been curious about. While on the tour, Dearborn took numerous photos to show his family and friends and 
then signed the Museum’s guestbook. He left filled with knowledge about his ancestor.

 The village, township and now city that has borne the name Dearborn was named in honor of Major 
General Henry Dearborn (1751-1829). Dearborn served in many capacities during his career including 
physician, minuteman in the American Revolution and as an officer in General George Washington’s army. 
Under President Thomas Jefferson, he was secretary of war and during the war of 1812, he was the senior 
major general of the army. At the request of the first commandant of the arsenal at Dearbornville, Joshua 
Howard, who had served under General Dearborn, the area was named to honor this patriot and statesman.

Josh Dearborn stands in front of the 
Commandant’s Quarters

Josh Dearborn poses in front of the painting of his 
ancestor, Henry Dearborn
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Dearborn Historical Museum

Calendar of Events
2016-17 Spring

Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross House.
For more information call 313-565-3000.

June 30, 2016

April
5       Lecture: Dayton Military Aviation History (Free) 7 p.m.
25    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.
28    Banjo Concert (Free)   1 p.m.
29    Antique Appraisal Clinic           10 a.m.-4 p.m.

              (313) 278-4870

   Village
  PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark        22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner                  Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

May
3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
 Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)   7 p.m.

23   Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

March
25   Spring Craft & Treasure Bazaar    10 a.m.-3 p.m.
28    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.

June
27    Historical Commission Meeting  6 p.m.
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Dearborn Historical Museum

Calendar of Events Fall 2019
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May
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March
25   Spring Craft & Treasure Bazaar    10 a.m.-3 p.m.
28    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.

June
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Former Councilman
City of Dearborn

September
September 4th    Dearborn Historical Society free lecture   

 “Lieutenant Curtis Z. Pratt” 7 pm  Fee     MR

September 27th    Annual Craft Beer Tasting   5-11 pm  Fee     MR

October
October 2nd    Dearborn Historical Society free lecture “Carriages to Cars”   7 pm    MR

October 26th    Paranormal Event    7pm to midnight   Fee   MR & CQ

November 
November 6th    Dearborn Historical Society free lecture “Benson Ford 100 years old”   MR

December 
December 7th     Victorian Christmas Open House & Tea 1-6 pm Free    CQ

MR: McFadden-Ross House, 915 Brady  • CQ: Commandant’s Quarters

 Call 313-565-3000 for more information
 Donations cheerfully accepted.
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Thank you for preserving the wonderful history of Dearborn!
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Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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David Bazzy
Robert A. Abraham

Erin K. Byrnes
Leslie C. Herrick

Brian C. O’Donnell

MAYOR
John B. O’Reilly, Jr.

CITY COUNCIL

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Jonathon Stanton, Chair

Karen L. Krepps, Vice Chair
Kathlene (Kiki) Rodgers, Recording Secretary

HISTORICAL MUSEUM STAFF
Michael (Jack) Tate, Acting Chief Curator

Susan A. Dabaja
President

Michael T. Sareini
President Pro Tem

Mary Hope Bandyke
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Bricklayer   $25

Pioneer Family   $50

Ribbon Farmer   $75

Historian   $100

Commandant  $200

Free Admission
Enjoy & Learn
Through Your
Heritage... Today
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