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Hello, Educators!

Thank you for planning a visit to the Dearborn Historical Museum! Please review
this field trip guide before your visit to prepare yourselves, your students, and

your chaperones for your time at the museum. 
 

We look forward to sharing the history of central Wayne County and its early
settlers with your students through our Pioneer Program. Each of the experiences
in our program are aligned with specific social studies state educational standards

for second grade students.  Through hands-on stations and time spent with
historical presenters, the Pioneer Program truly brings learning to life.

 
If you have any questions please contact the Museum at (313) 565-3000 or

Museum@ci.dearborn.mi.us. We look forward to your visit! 



About The Museum 
The Dearborn Historical Museum was founded in 1950 to

preserve the history of Dearborn and its citizens. 

 

It is our mission to provide enriching educational

opportunities and meaningful visitor experiences while

instilling a sense of appreciation for the City of

Dearborn's past, present, and future. 

 

The museum has three locations: 

 

 

 

 

The Commandant's Quarters
Built in 1833, This building was one of
eleven that was part of the Detroit

Arsenal, and is Dearborn's oldest building
in its original location. 

The McFadden-Ross House
This building, built in 1839, was originally the
powder magazine of the Detroit Arsenal. It
was later purchased by Nathaniel Ross and

converted into a family home. 

The Gardner House
This is one of the oldest Dearborn homes
still standing today, and was built in 1831
by Richard Gardner while Michigan was

still a territory. 



The Pioneer Program 
The Dearborn Historical Museum hosts over 1,500 students, educators, and

parents annually as part of the Pioneer Program, which runs from the
beginning of March to the end of May each school year. 

 
Students are primarily second graders from Dearborn Public Schools, although

we encourage other schools to participate as well.
 

The program focuses on the history of our area and matches grade level content
expectations for local history, focusing on early settlers in Wayne County.  

 
The Pioneer School Program takes place at the Museum’s campus at 915 S

Brady St, and includes four interactive stations. The Museum asks that school
groups bring 1 chaperone per 8-10 children. 

The cost per child is $5.   
 

We hope to provide a fun and educational experience for you and your
students!



Four Interactive Stations
One-Room School House 

In the McFadden-Ross House’s one-room
school setup, students participate in a one-
room school experience and reenact a 19th

century school lesson.

Butter Churning Activity
In the McFadden-Ross House kitchen,
volunteers lead students through the

churning and preparation of butter and
discuss the difficulties of food preparation

during the 1830s. 

Gardner House 
At the 1831 Gardner House on the museum

campus, students explore a typical early
Michigan house and learn about life before

running water and electricity. 

Planting Activity 
In the museum office volunteers teach

students about the early Native American
tribes in the region as well as the “three

sisters” crops. Students plant a seed to take
home with them during this activity. 



Program Information
The planting activity will involve actually planting a seed in a small pot

to take home.  Each student will put their pot in a bag with their name on

it and those bags will be collected and loaded on the bus

As part of the 19th century schoolhouse experience students will be

reading from a McGuffey Second Reader, doing spelling and arithmetic

on a slate board.  The students will be reading “Bubbles”:

 
BUBBLES.

1. The boys have come out on the porch to blow
bubbles. The old cat is asleep on the mat by the door.

2. "Ha! ha!" laughs Robert, as a
bubble comes down softly on the old cat's back, and does not burst.

3. Willie tries to make his bubble do the same.
This time it comes down on the cat's face, and makes her sneeze.

4. "She would rather wash her face without
soap," says Harry. "Now let us see who can make the biggest

bubble."
5. "Mine is the biggest," says Robert.

"See how high it floats in the air! I can see—ah! it has burst."
6. "I can see the house and the trees and

the sky in mine," says Willie; "and such beautiful colors."
7. "How many, Willie?"

8. "Red, one; blue, two; there—they are all
out. Let us try again."

9. "I know how many colors there are,"
says Harry. "Just as many as there are in the rainbow."

10. "Do you know how many that is?"
 

Lesson II Vocab
beautiful, rainbow, bubbles, biggest, sneeze,

colors, porch, burst, same

1.

2.



Michigan Education Standards

Dearborn Historical Museum's Pioneer Program was created with the
purpose of providing enriching educational opportunities for Dearborn's
students. This program meets history Social Studies Content Exceptions

for second grade students by allowing students to take an integrative
approach to history through the context of their local community. It

creates a space where students can use historical thinking to understand
Dearborn's past. 

 
The following standards are met by the 

Dearborn Historical Museum's Pioneer Program:
 

2-H2.0.1—Demonstrate chronological thinking by distinguishing among
years and decades using a timeline of local community events. 
2-H2.0.2—Examine different perspectives of the same event in a

community and explain how and why they are different. 
2-H2.0.3—Explain how individuals and groups have made significant

historical changes. 
2-H2.0.4—Describe changes in the local community over time. 

2-H2.0.5—Describe how community members responded to a problem in
the past. 

2-H2.0.6—Construct a historical narrative about the history of the local
community from a variety of sources. 



Before Your Visit
Please break your students up into three evenly divided groups before

the visit. Name tags are helpful! 

Assign one adult chaperone to each of the three groups. Communicate to

your chaperones expectations for student behavior. Chaperones should

remain engaged throughout the program and should never leave

students alone, even if museum staff are present.

Speak to students about museum etiquette. Although there will be

plenty of hands-on activities, please do not allow students to  touch or

handle items unless the presenter prompts them to do so. This is

especially important at the Gardner House, which is full of antique

museum artifacts

Do not use any electronics (cell phones, etc.) unless it is absolutely

necessary. All cell phones should be turned off during the field trip.

 Cameras and photos are allowed.  

There are stairs in the McFadden-Ross Museum.  The Pioneer and One-

Room Schoolhouse experience will take place in the basement of the

McFadden-Ross Museum.  Please let us know if you have any concerns

about the stairs and we will make arrangements for people with mobility

issues. 

Make arrangements for the weather, as it will vary widely during the

spring months. Students will be in and out of buildings during this field

trip and will not have a place to hang coats or jackets.  
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When You Arrive
We are located at 915 Brady Street, Dearborn, MI 48124

If you are a part of Dearborn Public Schools, two classes will be

attending the program at the same time.

If you are not a part of Dearborn Public Schools, your class will

likely be the only class visiting the museum on your scheduled

day.  

The first class will go into the McFadden-Ross Museum for the

local history and one-room Schoolhouse experience in our pioneer

room, which will last approximately 45 minutes.  

At the same time, the second class will be divided into three

groups and will rotate between the three remaining activity

stations. 

After 45 minutes classes will switch. Classes will be guided

between stations by museum staff or volunteers. 

 The total visit will last approximately 90 minutes.
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After You Leave
Please remember to provide your feedback by filling out our Teacher

Feedback Survey. We are always looking for areas where we can improve
and appreciate any advice you wish to give us!

Reflect on what you have learned at the museum about pioneer life in
the 1830s by having students complete a post-visit activity. 

Encourage students to visit the museum with their families. We have a
few events throughout the year that a child-focused, including; 

1.

2.

3.

June: Teddy Bear Picnic
This annual event has a fun series of contests, games,

and activities. Children should bring their favorite teddy
bear to participate in the teddy bear parade for a

chance to win a prize.  

October: Halloween Party
For this annual event, children should come in their

favorite costume and enjoy games, prizes, a best
costume contest, and trick-or-treating! 

December: Victorian Christmas
This free event takes place at the Commandant's

Quarters, and includes activities for children as well
as a visit from Santa Claus.


