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McFadden-Ross House Receives New Life



Dearborn Historical Museum Gift Shop

The Ford Homes: 
Assembling a Neighborhood
$30.00

This book originally began as a visual 
presentation of the exteriors of homes. 
However, as the author continued the pro-
cess of putting this together, he found that 
the outside only showed part of the story. 
People are the other necessary ingredient 
in a book celebrating the centenary of this 
area’s existence. Not only was it appropri-
ate to include pictures of families but it 
was also necessary to tell some stories of 
the homes and the people who live here 
and have lived here.

When ordering 5 or more books, price will be discounted to 
$25 dollars per book.

Before Fair Lane
$30.00

 Dearborn is enriched by a history of 
its people and the homes in which they 
have lived. Our most notable resident, 
Henry Ford, had a castle he named Fair 
Lane, which provides the reference point 
in the title of this book. While the rest of 
the city’s populace did not approach the 
wealth of our homegrown automotive 
magnate, many of them had delightful 
homes in which they took respite not only 
in Henry Ford’s day but also in the years 
preceding him. Some of the homes features in this 
book are masterpieces of design. Others are humble, but each 
remains for its inhabitants a place of shelter and comfort.

This book is meant to preserve images of homes that exist 
today but might in the future be torn down for new homes. This 
book is also meant to provide reminders of those homes that 
are long gone but reflect a sense of “Old Dearborn.” There are 
some stories as well.

Lost Dearborn
$22.00

Throughout its existence, Dearborn has 
been a pioneer settlement, a multicultur-
al hub, a college town, a major tourism 
center and a world-renowned industrial 
city. Unfortunately, due to a variety 
of factors, significant structures have 
been lost to time. Almost all of the 
eleven U.S. Arsenal complex build-
ings have disappeared since the 
arsenal was closed in 1875. The hall-

ways of the Edison School and Oxford School still live on in the 
hearts of their students but were razed long ago. Even beloved 
edifices such as the Ford Rotunda and the Ford Motor Com-
pany Administration building, built by Dearborn’s favorite son, 
Henry Ford, are now only a memory. Author Craig E. Hutchison 
endeavors to immortalize the important foundational building 
blocks of an evolving city.

Dearborn, Michigan
A History of the Area and the People
$21.99

Located on the banks of the Rouge 
River just ten miles from Detroit, the city 
of Dearborn began as a humble pioneer 
settlement in the 1780s. Over the course 
of two centuries, it has developed into 
a close-knit commu- nity, a college 
town, a major tourism center, and a 
world-famous industrial city. Through an 
impressive collection of photographs 
drawn from the Dear- born Historical 
Museum, Images of America: Dear-
born, Michigan documents the influential people, 
places, and events that have shaped Dearborn’s rich history. 
This book traces Dearborn’s spirit of innovation through engag-
ing glimpses of the 19th century U.S. Arsenal, the historic River 
Rouge Plant, Mayor Hubbard’s lasting influence, and the legacy 
of Henry Ford. From the European settlers who first settled on 
the banks of the Rouge, to the streets, buildings, and schools 
that were named for them, Dearborn is revealed as a vibrant 
urban community with a strong sense of civic pride.

The Bark Covered House
$7.95

A graphic and thrilling description of real pioneer life in the 
wilderness of Michigan. Written by William Nowlin, one of the 
pioneers who came to the area with his family from  the Hudson 
Valley in 1834. The struggles and hardships of life in the woods, 
noted by isolation and the need to be self-sufficient, are color-
fully portrayed.

Own one of our best sellers below by visiting our website at thedhm.com 
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 These are certainly interesting times we have all been living 
through. COVID-19 or coronavirus, as many refer to it, has 
turned the world upside down and that of course includes the 
Dearborn area. I and the staff at the Dearborn Historical Museum 
want to express to all that we hope you are well and that you 
are staying safe. We hope getting this issue into your hands will 
provide some much needed history to chew on as we live through 
these uncertain times.
As of June 8th, the Dearborn Historical Museum is open to 
visits Monday-Friday, but those visits must be scheduled by 
appointment. Visitors will be required to wear masks when 
visiting.

 Contact the museum by phone at 313-565-3000 or by email 
at museum@ci.dearborn.mi.us if you’d like to visit the DHM this 
month. During the past few months, the staff has continued to 
work on the online offerings of the Museum. We think you will 
enjoy many of the additions so please check them out when you 
get a chance at thedhm.com. In terms of future scheduled events, 
everything for the summer has been canceled and presently the 
fall events are all on a tentative basis depending on changing 
guidelines. Please keep informed through out website or by 
calling the Museum.

 This issue has some history that has to date never seen the light 
of day. And that is exciting. From printing an oral history that has 
laid in a file for almost 50 years to revealing rarely seen framed 

portraits from the collections, these kind of pieces fulfill the 
Museum’s mission. In addition, I am excited about working with 
Lisa Lark, who has done extensive research and writing about 
Dearborn’s veterans. In this issue, Lark shares the evolution of 
her work and I look forward to printing a series of articles from 
her in the future. Just as exciting, Tyler Moll, Exhibits Designer 
for the Museum, reveals all of the improvements that have been 
made to the McFadden-Ross House which will greatly enhance 
the experience of guests. 

 Please spread the word about this unique place, the Dearborn 
Historical Museum. All organizations and institutions are 
hurting at this time and we can use all of the support we can get. 
Tell friends and family about our memberships which are very 
reasonable and available online.

 As always, I encourage you to email me at my address below 
with feedback or topic ideas. Again, regularly visit thedhm.
com for more information on upcoming events and Museum 
happenings. If you have any questions, please feel free to email 
me at craigehutchison@gmail.com.

Happy Reading,
Craig Hutchison
Managing Editor
The Dearborn Historian

Greetings from the Editor
Craig Hutchison

ENDOWMENT INFORMATION

All donations are tax-deductible. 

Gifts can be made in cash, checks, stocks, bonds and 
other assets, as well as by a will. Checks should be 
payable to the Museum Guild of Dearborn, noting 
the Endowment on the memo line. 

Checks and pledges can be mailed to: 
 

Museum Guild of Dearborn
2612 Burns Street

Dearborn, MI   48124

For more information, contact the Museum Guild 
of Dearborn at (313) 363-3560.

If you would like to help us ensure the future of 
the Dearborn Historical Museum and its programs 
through a donation to the Museum Guild of Dear-
born Endowment, please complete this form and re-
turn it to the Museum Guild:

Name: ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________
  
City: ___________________________

State: ______  Zip Code: __________

Telephone: _______________________________
___

E-Mail Address: ___________________________

I would like to contribute $___________________ 
to the Museum Guild Endowment.

MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN ENDOWMENT FUND INFORMATION

Hello Readers,
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The Dearborn Historical Museum has an extensive collection 
of framed pieces that people seldom see. Most have never 
been featured in an exhibit, and when an exhibit is created, 

the space is limited to a select few. Over 800 framed pieces are 
in our Museum’s storage, and several dedicated volunteers have 
spent thousands of hours researching and cataloging them into 
the Museum’s collections database. The subject matter of these 
framed pieces varies widely, including everything from landscape 
paintings to military photographs. Most reflect Dearborn people 
and places, though there are some with a more national focus, 
including several dozen prominent political figures throughout 
the last two-and-a-half centuries.

 Recently, two of these pieces were chosen by Museum staff and 
volunteers to grace the walls of the main Volunteer Office and 
Collections Manager’s Office. Both are portraits from the early 
1900s and both depict children who were born in Michigan and 
later chose to become residents of Dearborn. Both pieces offer a 
glimpse into the life of children from this era.
 

 One piece is an enlarged portrait, c. 1900, of Irving Fey, age 
4, standing next to his dog, Duke. Young Irving’s outfit is navy 
blue with white braid trim and high bottom black shoes, and 
he is holding a sailor hat. This was a photograph colored by the 
artist, and the background is from the artist’s studio. The portrait 
is signed “J. Calmus.” Mr. Calmus was a neighbor of Irving in 

his Detroit home when the portrait was created. Irving later 
donated this piece to the Museum after moving to 240 N. York 
St., Dearborn. 

 The other piece is of Lillian Lathers, c. 1905, in an ornate gilt 
frame with a brief personal history attached to the backing.  The 
history describes Lillian’s early life in a farm house, later designated 
as 28321 Ford Road, that was built by her father in 1889. The 
dress worn in this picture was made by Lizzie Lathers, a cousin 
who at one time earned a living as a seamstress in Detroit. Lillian 
attended the country school at the corner of Ford and Inkster 
Roads, and enjoyed the simple pleasures of a farm community, 

including sleigh riding, literary society meetings, and parties. 
After graduating from the University of Michigan, she became 
a teacher. In 1931, she married John Macfie, who was a resident 
of West Dearborn and worked at the Ford Airport, and they had 
three children of their own.

 One of the goals of the Collections Department at the 
Museum is to preserve, garner information and catalog 
artifacts just like the ones described in this article. Objects are 
a powerful tool in telling the stories of the past. The Museum 
staff welcomes anyone who might be considering volunteering 
their time to help research and catalog our collections. By doing 
so, you would be helping to preserve Dearborn’s history and 
rediscovering  stories like those of young Irving, Duke, and Lillian.

Irving Fey, age 4, standing next to his dog, Duke c.1900

Lillian Lathers, c.1905

 From the Collections: 

1900s Children’s Portraits
  By Matthew Graff, Collections Manager
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From its earliest days, Dearborn has had a strong connection 
to the United States military. Even the name Dearborn 
comes from a hero of the American Revolution and, for 40 

years in the 19th century, the area was home to a military arsenal, 
two of which are used today as part of the Dearborn Historical 
Museum complex and help tell the stories of Dearborn’s past. 
Over the course of its history, Dearborn has sent thousands of 
its sons and daughters off to war. Since 1918, 346 men and 
1 woman from Dearborn have given their lives in service of 
our country. Memorials to these service members dot the city, 
including the four 7-foot monoliths located in front of Henry 
Ford Centennial Library. 

 Additionally, the City is host to one of the largest and longest-
standing Memorial Day parades in the country. Growing up 
as the daughter of a longtime Dearborn resident and former 
Marine, we attended the Memorial Day parade each year. 

 In 2010, I was teaching English at Edsel Ford High School, 
and my students were in the process of sending letters and care 
packages to deployed troops. Edsel Ford High School has hosted 
a Memorial Day ceremony for decades, and after that year’s 
ceremony a student asked if he could send a letter to the family 
of one of the servicemen. 

Author Lisa Lark and Anna Antol in 2012 at The Wall That Heals in Dearborn. Mrs. Antol’s son, David, was killed in Vietnam in 1967.

Bringing the Stories of Dearborn's Veterans to Light
By Lisa Lark

Editor’s Note: The following article is the first-hand story of how Dearborn author Lisa Lark came to research, write and publish 
the stories of local veterans. The cause of history and the Dearborn community owes a debt to Ms. Lark for collecting such a massive 
amount of infor-mation related to those who gave all. Born and raised in Dearborn, she is a researcher and writer focusing on telling 
the stories of the men and women who have given their lives in service to the United States. A graduate of the Dearborn Public Schools 
and the University of Michigan-Dearborn, a large part of her research focuses on the lives and experiences of service members with 
connections to Dearborn and Metro Detroit. In addition to the recently published Gone Too Soon: Dearborn Remembers Its Fallen 
Heroes, Lisa is the author of All They Left Behind: Legacies of the Men and Women on the Wall and There and Back: The Vietnam 
War through the Eyes of Those Who Lived It. All of her books are available through MT Publishing. A former Dearborn Public Schools 
teacher, she has received a Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund Hometown Heroes Award and the 2011 Michigan American Legion 
Teacher of the Year award for her work honoring those who have given their lives in service to the United States. For readers interested 
in these publications, there is an informational page that appears right after this article.
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 I wanted to fulfill the student’s request, but I had no idea 
where to begin. A fellow teacher shared the Autumn 1973 
edition of The Dearborn Historian, which featured a Vietnam 
Memori-al Tribute by Doyne Jackson. The edition also included 
an overview of the city’s program during the Vietnam era, as well 
as biographical information about 61 servicemen who “lost their 
lives directly or indirectly as a result of the Vietnam War.”  The 
biographical entries also included the names of the serviceman’s 
parents, as well as the address of their Dearborn residence. 

 While the information in the Historian was 37 years old, it was 
my best lead. I made a list of the names on Edsel Ford’s memorial 
and headed to the phone book. Despite its size, Dearborn be-
haves like a small town. Families stay in the city for generations, 
and I took a chance that at least one of the families would still be 

living in the City. 

 Alphabetically, the first 
name on Edsel’s memorial list 
was David Antol, who had lost 
his life in Vietnam in 1967. 
His entry in the Historian 
listed an address on Linden, 
as well as his father’s name. As 
fate would have it, there was 
an Anna Antol living in the 
same house. I sent a letter, and 
I waited. 

 When I first spoke with 
Anna, she kept repeating how glad she was that David’s school 
and his city still honored him. She told me all about David, how 
he loved to be outdoors hunting and fishing, and how he loved 
being with his friends. More than anything, Anna talked about 
how much David meant to his family. As I spoke with Anna, 
I realized that I needed to do more than gather biographical 
information about these men, I needed to tell the stories of their 
lives. That conversation with Anna, along with the realization I 
made, would guide my research for the next decade. 

 While Anna was the first family member I spoke to, she 
would not be the last. I was able to lo-cate family members of 13 
of the men on Edsel’s memorial. Edsel Ford’s losses took place 
from 1965 to the year 1972, so in most cases the parents of 

the men were deceased. Most 
of the in-terviews I conducted 
were with siblings, and I was 
also able to locate spouses, 
fiancées, and several friends. 
I spoke to nearly all of them 
on the phone and asked each 
one to fill out a sur-vey about 
their loved ones. Using both 
methods allowed me to capture 
biographical data in writing 
and use the interview to ask 
more in-depth questions about 
personality, experience, and 
feelings. This gave me a great 
deal of information to work 
with as I wrote my biographies.  

 Later that year, the City of Dearborn contacted me about 
my research. The 2011 Memorial Day parade was set to honor 
Dearborn’s Vietnam fallen, and the City asked me to expand my 
re-search to include all 69 men Dearborn lost during Vietnam. 
The goal of this phase of the project was three-fold: to create a 
one-page biography of each man, to locate a picture of each of 
them, and to locate as many family members as possible. The 
City hoped to host these Gold Star Families at the parade. 

 I returned to the data from the 1973 Historian, and created a 
spreadsheet of the basics: name, rank, branch of service, date of 
birth, date of death, school, and family member names. Once I 
had an alphabetical list, I headed to the Henry Ford Centennial 
Library. Their clipping file was my first stop. Organized by topic, 
the Vietnam file contained newspaper articles about the deaths 
of many of the names on my list. 

 These articles were from three main Dearborn papers of 
that era: The Press, The Guide, and The Independent. The 
contemporary coverage of their deaths was astounding, and my 
spread-sheet soon became unwieldy, filling with the details of 
a life cut short: sports teams, hobbies, the cars they drove, the 
places they worked. 

 There was David Brannon, who was raised by his grandmother 
after both of his parents passed away when he was very young. 
before being killed in action in 1969. The Press article about his 
loss included an interview with his grandmother and ended with 
“[a]nd she cries softly.”

 Another was Charles Trescott, a Navy Corpsman whose 
parents learned of his death while read-ing one of his last letters 
home. Charles would receive a posthumous Silver Star for the 
actions that cost him his life. He had been fatally wounded while 
moving one of his men to safety. 

 And there were others, Chuck Hanselman, Douglas Mcllroy, 
and Michael Niezgoda. The three Edsel Ford graduates had 
enlisted together and trained together and would all lose their 
lives in Vietnam. 

 There were also those that did not serve in Vietnam and those 
WWII reference card from the collection of the Dearborn 
Historical Museum.

David Brannon, killed in 
Vietnam in 1969.

Charles Trescott, killed in 
Vietnam in 1966.
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who died in service after they had returned home. Their lives 
were so different, yet they were bound by one common thread: 
Dearborn. 
 
 While the Dearborn newspapers provided details of the lives of 
these men, I knew there was more research to be done. I utilized 
the Freedom of Information Act to access the military per-sonnel 
records for each man. As someone who was not a relative, I was 
not able to receive the full record, but the redacted files included 
a wealth of valuable information such as decorations and awards, 
dates of service, and a full record of assignments. By combining 
the military rec-ords with the Dearborn papers’ coverage of their 
civilian lives I was able to start building out a life story for each man.

 Finally, I utilized a variety of online resources to fill out 
the stories. Ancestry.com, Newspa-pers.com, VVMF.org, and 
VirtualWall.org all proved useful. 

 With the assistance of several of my students, I was able to 
create a biography for each of the 69 men honored in the parade 
and locate photos for nearly all of them. More than 50 families 
and friends of the fallen were hosted at the parade that year, and 
69 groups and the organization carried signs in honor of the men. 

 The work that I did for the 2011 parade would form the basis 
for All They Left Behind: Legacies of the Men and Women on 
The Wall, published the following year in partnership with the 
Vi-etnam Veterans Memorial Foundation. It featured in-depth 
stories of more than 50 people on The Wall, and I fought to have 
Dearborn well-represented in the book. To me, there would have 
been no book without them. 

 As I researched and wrote All They Left Behind, I completed 
more than 500 interviews with vet-erans and family members 
from around the world. It would have been impossible to 
include all of it in any one volume. However, there were still 
many powerful stories to be told and many breathtaking photos 
that deserved to see the light of day. My wealth of primary 
sources led me to write There and Back, a photographic journey 
of military service in Vietnam through the sto-ries and photos 
of those who were there. Once again, many in the Dearborn 
community shared their memories, stories, and photos with me. 
There is a great deal of Dearborn’s Vietnam histo-ry in There and 
Back, including quotes from Edsel Ford students, photos and 
recollection of Mayor Hubbard’s Civic Center send-offs, and my 
father’s draft card. 

 After the completion and publication of There and Back, 
I left teaching and moved to a new ca-reer. Time passed (as it 
always does), and though I returned to Edsel Ford each year for 
their Memorial Day ceremony, I was not actively researching. In 
2016, Fordson High School reached out and asked for assistance 
in learning more about the students listed on their memorial. In 
addition to Vietnam, Fordson had lost students in WWII and 
Korea, and this research would mark my first foray into those 
wars. Dearborn High would make a similar request the following 

Charles Hanselman Douglas McIlroy Michael Niezgoda who enlisted together in July of 1967. Hanselman and McIlroy died in 
action in January of 1968 and Niezgoda was killed in September of 1968.

Edsel Ford graduate David Antol, killed in Vietnam in 1967.
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year when they hosted their first Memorial Day ceremony, which 
would add WWI to my re-search. 

 The addition of the WWI, WWII, and Korea fallen added 
nearly 300 names to my research list, as well as the additional 
challenge of time. In some cases, more than 70 years had passed, 
which I knew would make it harder to locate people who knew 
the fallen, and to access primary sources. Particularly during 
WWII, casualty rates were high enough that not every casualty 
was covered in the Dearborn papers. To complicate matters, 
there had been a fire at the National Personnel Records Center 
in St. Louis in 1973. The fire destroyed 80% of the records for 
Army soldiers discharged between 1912-1960. In other words, 
nearly all of the Army personnel rec-ords for WWII and Korea 
were gone. 

 Fortunately, in the years between my Vietnam-focused 
research and 2017, there were addi-tional online resources that 
became available. FOLD3.com provided draft cards, enlistment 
rec-ords, and casualty information and many units and divisions 
had daily action reports available online that would provide 
significant levels of detail about the Dearborn service members’ 
time in the military. 

 The Dearborn Historical Museum also had a variety of 
primary sources available. During World War II, the City of 
Dearborn maintained a card file for residents killed while in 
service, and many of these cards survive. They contained much 

WWII Killed in Action list with notations, from the 
collection of the Dearborn Historical Museum.

Family members of Dearborn residents who died during the Vietnam War take part in the 2011 Memorial Day parade.
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Signs honoring Dearborn’s fallen sit outside the Dearborn War Memorial after the 2011 Memorial Day Parade.

of the biographical data I already had, but also included the dates 
of local newspaper coverage, which made my search through five 
years of the Press, Guide, and Independent that much easier. 
Additionally, the Museum’s records contained a typed list of the 
fallen, which added additional detail to my records. Finally, the 
collection of yearbooks gave me access to more photos of the fallen. 

 By early 2017, it became clear that the stories of the 346 men 
and one woman on the Dearborn War Memorial deserved to 
be preserved and recorded. My research had revealed that while 
the Henry Ford Centennial Library and the Dearborn Historical 
Museum contained valuable re-sources about the fallen, there 
was no one place a person could go to access the full story about 
these 347 people. 

 In 2018, we officially launched the Dearborn Memorial 
Project with the goal of creating a biog-raphy and locating a 
photo for all of those listed on the War Memorial. This work 
eventually became the published work Gone Too Soon, which 
features a brief biographical entry for each of the 347 people, as 
well as remembrances and artwork created by family, friends, and 
com-munity members. Unlike my previous books, Gone Too 

Soon is focused entirely on Dearborn’s fallen heroes. Another 
outlet I have used to share these stories is the Dearborn Press and 
Guide in the hopes of telling as many stories as possible about 
the humanity, bravery, and heroism of these fallen heroes. 

 In total, Dearborn’s fallen served between the years of 1917-
1972, a span of 55 years. They in-clude more than a dozen 
immigrants and at least 50 men born in other states. Dearborn’s 
fallen participated in some of the most famous and important 
battles of the 20th century: the Second Battle of the Marne, Pearl 
Harbor, Iwo Jima, D-Day, Chosin Reservoir. They flew planes 
and manned guns, drove tanks and trucks, treated the wounded 
and manned submarines. They were awarded more than 300 
military decorations. They are buried around the country and 
around the world, including in cemeteries in 10 countries on 4 
continents. More than two dozen remain unaccounted for, their 
remains yet to be recovered. 

 The cornerstone of my work is the belief that each name on 
Dearborn’s Memorial has a story and that each of those names 
represents a life cut short. I believe it is our duty to not only hon-
or and remember these fallen, but to learn about who they were. 
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All They Left Behind: Legacies of the Men and Women on 
The Wall

 All They Left Behind is the result of more than two years of research 
and more than 500 interviews with Vietnam veterans and the friends and 
families of the men and women on The Wall. Published in commemoration 
of the 30th Anniversary of The Wall, All They Left Behind reveals some 
of the amazing lives and stories of the more than 58,000 men and women 
whose names are on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
Link: https://mtpublishing.com/index.php/default/vvmf-thirty-standard.
html#.Xs7IYWhKjIU

There and Back: The Vietnam War Through The Eyes of 
Those Who Lived It 

 There and Back is the story of The Vietnam War as seen by those who 
lived it: the men and women who sacrificed years of their lives to serve their 
country. More than 100 men and women have volunteered their memories 
and photographs to this timeline of the war. Including more than 300 
photographs that have never before been published, There and Back brings 
readers close to the action, the feelings, and the memories of remarkable 
Americans from this critical period of American history.
Link: https://mtpublishing.com/index.php/default/there-and-back-group.
html#.Xs7I0GhKjIU

Gone Too Soon: Dearborn Remembers Its Fallen Heroes

 To honor and remember the 347 people Dearborn has lost in service, 
MT Publishing presents Gone Too Soon: Dearborn Remembers Its Fallen 
Heroes. This coffee-table style book will include a brief biographical entry 
for each of the 347 names, as well as remembrances and artwork created 
by family, friends, and community members. Proceeds from the sale of the 
book will be used to further honor Dearborn’s fallen, either through the 
creation of new memorials, the creation of educational resources, or the 
repair of existing memorials and grave markers.  
Link: https://mtpublishing.com/index.php/default/gone-too-soon-
dearborn-remembers-its-fallen-heroes-833.html#.Xs7JMWhKjIU

Books by author Lisa Lark

For Further Reading
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Commandant’s Quarters 
Remembered for its Place in History
by Craig Hutchison

Ninety years ago, a dedication took place and a plaque was erected 
commemorating the building of what the engraving refers to as 
a “quarters for the commandant of the Arsenal.” The building, 

constructed in 1833, is still standing today at the corner of Michigan Avenue 
and Monroe Street. It is now part of the Dearborn Historical Museum 
campus. Although the structure changed uses several times throughout its 
history, today it marks time and helps depict and interpret the way the area 
was in the 19th Century.

 In the 1830s, when Michigan was still only a territory, Congress decided 
to build a new arsenal on a 232-acre plot of land in the small village of 
Dearbornville. Construction began in 1833. In all, there were eleven 
buildings erected and the structures were arranged in the form of a square. 
The arsenal was not meant to be for the stationing of soldiers but to store, 

develop, manufacture, test, repair and provide arms and ammunition to 
what was then known as the Western Frontier. During the Civil War, the 
function of the arsenal changed and it was transformed into a training center 
for recruits who were then sent south to fight the Confederate armies. 

 The transformation the arsenal brought to the area was immense. An 
area which had been predominately farming was now offering opportunities 
in different trades: brickmaker, tradesman, blacksmith, and even saloon-
keeper. Many settlers moved to town which created more of a centralized 
village. Indeed, the changes were so stark that the 1839 Gazetteer of the 
State of Michigan commented that “Dearbornville is a flourishing village.” 

 The building at the heart of it all, the Commandant’s Quarters, served 
as home to 19 commandants who headed the arsenal. While the building 

Editor’s Note: The building this article refers to is not hidden as it, in fact, stands in a very prominent position facing Michigan Avenue near Monroe Street. What is 
hidden to the thousands of people who travel Michigan Avenue every day is a plaque placed on the building in 1930 by the Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) local chapter. An invitation is extended to visit this structure where the plaque can be viewed and the history of the building and the area can be discussed via 
a tour led by a staff person. Visit thedhm.com to discover times these tours are available and to find out more about programming at the Dearborn Historical Museum.

discovering dearborn’s hidden  history

The Commandant’s Quarters as it looked in 1864 during the Civil War.
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functioned as part of the arsenal, it was often the center of social life and 
entertainment in the area of Dearbornville. Colonel Joshua Howard (1793-
1868) was the officer in charge of the arsenal when it was under construction 
and he was appointed to be the first commandant of the arsenal in 1833. 
He became a lieutenant colonel in 1847 and went on to serve as paymaster 
under President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. 

 When the United States government decided the operation of an arsenal 
should be moved further west, the facility at Dearbornville was closed in 
1875. All of the structures were auctioned off. The Commandant’s Quarters 
was used for a number of functions through the years: a multiple family 
dwelling, jail, courthouse, the first local library, township and city offices, 
school, for church activities and a police station.  

 In 1950, the building was dedicated as the City of Dearborn’s first 
historical museum. The structure holds the distinction of being the 
oldest building in Dearborn still standing on its original site. Within its 
walls is preserved a bygone era when the land it stands on was known as 
Dearbornville and when the area was going through a transformation from 
a farming center to a mixture of farming, industry and services. The State 
of Michigan considers the building to be one of the seven most significant 
buildings in Michigan and for good reason. It stands as a testimony to 
almost two hundred years of history and can be toured by the public.   

(top) A map showing the layout of the Detroit Arsenal as it was in 1875. (above left) The local chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution placed this plaque on the building in 1930 commemorating it as one of the most historic buildings 
in Dearborn and in all of Michigan. (above right) Today, the building serves to teach the public about a bygone era.
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The McFadden-Ross House, located at 915 S Brady, 
started out as a much different structure than what 
people see today. The original structure built on the 

site in 1839 served as the powder magazine for the Detroit 
Arsenal at Dearbornville. Located several blocks from the main 
Arsenal campus as a safety measure, the original structure was a 
relatively basic building with thick walls that can still be seen today.

 Following the closure of the Arsenal in 1875, the powder 
magazine building was sold to Nathaniel Ross who in 1882-
1883 began converting the structure into a farm house and 
homestead for his family. Nearly 70 years later, in 1950, the 
house’s last inhabitant Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie” Ross willed 
the house to the City of Dearborn to become part of the 
Dearborn Historical Museum. After substantial renovations, 
the McFadden-Ross House officially opened as a Museum in 1956.

 Today, the McFadden-Ross House serves many purposes 
for the Dearborn Historical Museum. It is open to the 
public for tours and has several rotating exhibit spaces, and 
also acts as the Museum’s primary event space with a large 
meeting area. A schoolhouse room in the basement is featured 
in the Museum’s Pioneer School Program for local second 

graders. Additionally, the Museum’s gift shop is located in 
the McFadden-Ross House and the upper floor contains the 
Museum’s archives for the City of Dearborn. 

 While the McFadden-Ross House has served the 
community well over the years, the building has been in 
disrepair and in need of upgrades after decades of use without 
much in the way of investment or improvements. However, 
that situation has changed in the past few months. The closure 
of the museum during this pandemic has allowed projects to 
be accomplished that would have probably taken years due 
to the dust and disruption of the many group meetings. The 
upgrades the interior has received has the Museum positioned 
to serve the community with a fresh face and new attractions for 
years to come.

 The upgrades were tackled by Tyler Moll, Exhibits Designer 
for the Dearborn Historical Museum. The first project Tyler 
worked on were the exhibit cases in the meeting room. The 
cases were refurbished and initially showcased the Dearborn 
Independent exhibit. These cases have already been changed 
out for a new exhibit that will open when the museum reopens. 
The new exhibit is called “Decorative Arts: 1820-1920” and 

McFadden-Ross House 
Receives Much-needed Upgrades

by Craig Hutchison & Tyler Moll, Exhibits Designer/Historic Structures Curator
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showcases homes, architectural styles and interior decorating 
through that 100 year period.

 In addition to the meeting room cases now having a fresh 
look, there are many cases found in storage that Tyler is 
presently refurbishing. These rehabbed old cases look new and 
fresh again with a fresh coat of paint and new lighting. Not 
only are these cases going to serve a useful purpose for exhibits 
but it saves the Museum money. Several old table cases and 
wall displays, once refreshed, will end up at the Commandant’s 
Quarters.
 One of the new attractions that future visitors, especially 
children, will be able to enjoy is a train room that Tyler 

developed in the basement. The train room will serve as a new 
kid focused area. The room was formerly a water cistern and 
was finished off in the 1960s, but had fallen into disrepair. 
Tyler stripped the room down completely, waterproofed and 
painted the walls, had new electrical installed as well as a new 
floor. A custom play table was built and installed and will soon 
have linkable wooden train tracks and trains so that kids can 
build a railroad from Detroit to Chicago, just like the original 
railroad that ran through Dearborn and across Michigan in the 
1830s and 1840s. There are train images on the walls and little 
railroad costumes for the kids to wear so they can role-play 
being an engineer. This new attraction room was sponsored by 
a generous grant from the Dearborn Exchange Club. Plans are 
in the works to eventually remodel the entire basement to be a 
kid-focused museum and play space.
 
 Additional improvements include the main hallway which 
has been patched and painted a new color, along with the built 
in wall cases. The cases that jutted out from the wall on the 
kitchen side were removed and will be used elsewhere at the 
museum. This allows the hallway to feel wider and be more 
maneuverable. A new Dearborn timeline will be going up on 
these walls. The old asbestos tile floor was also professionally 
removed and a new durable floor that looks like tile has been 
laid. These changes make the hallway lighter, brighter and 
more welcoming. When first entering the house, the changes 
are noticeable. The front doors have been painted, and a new 
wall mounted television greets visitors inside. This television 
will be updated with event schedules and short history videos 
that are made in-house. 

 The front stairwell has been painted on all three levels 
making it appear bigger and brighter. The gift shop has also 
received some TLC, with removal of the cabinets near the 
ceiling and a fresh coat of paint. Shelving was also adjusted 
and new merchandising tables were brought in to show off 
more merchandise. The rear stairwell is still being worked on, 
but the pegboard walls have come down and are going to be 
patched and painted. The stairs will also be painted white and 
grey to match the front. 

The meeting room cases were refurbished and given 
a fresh look. The cases are ready for future exhibits 
including the recently installed Decorative Arts: 1820-1920.

Tyler found numerous cases in storage. He restored them and several will end up at the Commandant’s Quarters for future 
exhibits there.
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This room was formerly a water cistern and had fallen into disrepair. Tyler completely restored the room and installed a 
custom play table which will serve as a platform for trains. This room will be used to teach children about the early history 
of trains in the Dearborn area and provide a safe play area.

The front stairwell has been painted on all three levels 
making it appear bigger and brighter. The gift shop also 
received a facelift and is now much more inviting. The 
rear stairwell is presently being restored and will match 
the front.
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 In addition to all of the upgrades the McFadden-Ross 
house has received, the main office also got some attention. 
The walls were painted and the furniture rearranged in such a 
way that now guests can experience what could truly be called 
a professional looking waiting area. The few people who have 
seen the changes have been speechless.  

 The Museum staff are excited about welcoming guests into 
this refurbished space once this epidemic has passed and it is 

safe for the Museum to reopened. The Museum staff invites the 
public to visit and experience these improvements first-hand. 
Exciting things are happening at the Dearborn Historical 
Museum and the mission remains the same, to preserve and 
tell the stories of Dearborn’s past.

Additional improvements include the main hallway 
which has been patched and painted a new color. 
These changes make the hallway lighter, brighter and 
more welcoming. Also, a new wall mounted television 
greets visitors.

Editor’s Note: Tyler Moll grew up and went to high school in Ohio, graduating in 2009. He 
went to Eastern Michigan University where he earned a triple B.F.A. in Sculpture, Fur-
niture Design and Metalsmithing. Tyler’s real passion is for historic buildings and archi-
tecture. In order to pursue that passion, he went back to EMU to earn a masters degree in 
Historic Preservation. His specialty is in architectural history and documenting historic 
buildings as well as historic interiors. This combination along with his art and design back-
ground makes for a unique skill set for museum exhibit design. Tyler has spent the past four 
years renovating and refurbishing the Wayne Historical Museum in Wayne, MI. He was 
hired in the summer of 2019 to be the exhibits designer of the Dearborn Historical Mu-
seum. Tyler’s position quickly expanded to include advising on the maintenance and care of 
the historic structures. When he is not working in his history related positions, Tyler enjoys 
hiking and traveling.
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Witness to Dearborn History
Interview with Charles Dapprich (1885-1983) by Donald Baut

Mr. Donald Baut: This is January 20, 1971. We’re talking 
to Charles Dapprich, whose family has been in Dearborn 
just a little over a hundred years, I guess. Mr. Dapprich, 
you were born, I believe, on July 8, 1885, were you not?
Mr. Charles Dapprich: Yes.

Mr. B: And your parents were Theodore and Elizabeth 
Sullivan Bean Dapprich, right?
Mr. D: Yes

Mr. B: Did they talk German around the house?
Mr. D: Where they lived was out in the [Wagner] brickyard. 
It was all Germans.

Mr. B: Where did they live around the brickyard?
Mr. D: They lived on Elm Street. Elm Street stopped at Michigan 
Avenue, you know. The first house from the track. We had a lot. 
It was a hundred feet frontage and it ran two hundred feet. We 
grew all our vegetables. Right along the fence we had turnips.

Charles Dapprich is in the second row (standing) second from the right. He is wearing a bowler hat. This is a meeting of the 
Maccabees organization, of which Dapprich was a member, in the early 1900s. The meeting was in Northview Cemetery.

Editor’s Note: Charles Dapprich almost lived to be one hundred years old. In that time, he was a witness to a lot of local history. His family 
roots in the Dearborn area go back to the mid-19th Century. In this oral history interview, Dapprich talks about many structures, local 
businesses and people who played a role in Dearborn’s past. He gives readers a window into an early area industry, brick making, as he 
worked at the Wagner brickyards as a teenager and eventually worked for the Michigan Central Railroad. Dapprich provides insight into the 
landscape of a bygone era and how that landscape was changing. Images are provided to help show the area as it was and to illustrate specific 
topics discussed in the interview. A few of the Arsenal buildings are discussed which were still standing. If you would like to know more about 
where these buildings were, what they were used for and what happened to them, please visit the Dearborn Historical Museum. The oral 
history recording was transcribed by Matthew Graff, Collections Manager of the Dearborn Historical Museum. 
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Mr. B: Did your dad work in the [Wagner] brickyard 
then?
Mr. D: Oh yes. He was a foreman there. The Wagners owned 
the brickyard.

Mr. B: Anthony Wagner?
Mr. D: Yes.

Mr. B: Did you work in the brickyard later?
Mr. D: Oh yes, since I was able to hop around. We edged 
brick first out in the open yard. We had trucks that took six 
molds at a time. There’s a fellow out in the yard that’s called 
the “dumper.” He dumped it in the yard. After a while, they 
were put in racks. They dumped them right in the machine 
on pallets. They were called pallets. There was a man under 
the racks that put the pallets on the racks. We brought an 
empty one back to the machine.

Mr. B: How old were you when you worked in the brickyard?

Mr. D: Oh, the last time I worked, I was around sixteen or 
seventeen years old.

Mr. B: That was just about the turn of the century then 
that you worked there.
Mr. D: Yes.

Mr. B: Who else worked in the brickyard with you?
Mr. D: All my brothers worked out in the brickyard.

Mr. B: Who else worked along with you?
Mr. D: There were the Neiberts, Kellers. Let’s see, who else…

Mr. B: Seiferts?
Mr. D: No. One Seifert boy, Henry, was a plumber. August 
was a cabinetmaker. He’s the one that lived on Elm Street 
but he lived back. He had his own house. He made nice 
furniture out of horns. Years ago they used to ship the cattle 
from Chicago down here and they had horns on them. He’d 

The Wagner Brick Yard was located on the east side of Oakwood Boulevard and south of Michigan Avenue. Anthony Wagner established a 
brick making business and became well known for quality bricks. Wagner bricks were used to build many fine Dearborn area houses, Saint 
Joseph’s Retreat, Eloise as well as a hotel in 1896 on Michigan Avenue and Monroe, known as Wagner Place today.
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go down there and get those horns and polish them up and 
make furniture out of them.

Mr. B: That was pretty rough work.
Mr. D: Edging bricks, that’s the first job we took when we 
were kids, edging the bricks in the open yard. See, there were 
six bricks in a row, we’d hop, put one foot between the three 
bricks and we’d hop along and edge them. Then we’d come 
back the other way. After I got older, they used to have horses 
and clay carts. They’re called dump carts. That’s how those 
Twin Lakes got there. They dumped out the clay that we 
used to draw up there and dump it into the pits.
 They had one horse there. His name was Frank. He was 
a black one. You couldn’t get him by the bit. He’d bite you! 
Wow! Always had him backing up by the line and the son-
of-a-gun sometimes would back right into the pit. Of course 
we had a big log there, the full length of the pit. When he 
backed up to the cart, the dump cart, a lot of times he’d 
jump right in there. In other words he’d swing around. You 
couldn’t steer him at all. He was a snappy horse, oh baby!

Mr. B: What about your formal education? Did you go 
over here to the Dearborn Public School at all?
Mr. D: Yes. Well, there used to be a school at the corner of 
Park and Monroe. There’s a big brick building there now. 
That used to be the first school I went to.

Mr. B: You went to the Upstairs-Downstairs School?
Mr. D: Oh, they only had one floor there just a little while. 
Then they built what they called the Dearborn High.

Mr. B: How long did you go to school?

Mr. D: Oh, we just went to school in the wintertime. We 
worked in the summertime in the brickyard.

Mr. B: The brickyard did not operate all year round, did 
it?
Mr. D: Oh no. They made bricks, then late in the fall, they 
had a tile shed and made tile, too.

Mr. B: And your dad was one of the foremen. Where there 
any other foremen?
Mr. D: Oh no. Just the one. They just worked days, that’s all. 
They had a neighbor, Keller. He lived in the brickyard too. 
He was another brick shod. He and my dad kept the brick in 
the kilns. Now in the wintertime they burnt their cord wood 
then. Frank Keller and my dad used to go down in Tompkins 
Woods…to cut wood all winter. These teamsters would haul 
the wood out. Oh, they had wood! Oh, baby!
[. . .]

Mr. B: Do you remember old Dan Tompkins?
Mr. D: Yes. He and Dode always played the bass drum. He 
lived on Michigan Avenue just a little ways from Mason 
Street west.

Mr. B: he played the bass drum.
Mr. D: Oh yes. He always used to play that but not in a 
band.

Mr. B: Well, there was a little orchestra around here, 
though, wasn’t there?
Mr. D: Oh yes. Dearborn had an orchestra. A fellow by the 
name of Holtzer used to run the orchestra, that is, the band. 

From 1857 until 1894, the two story 
building known as the Upstairs 
Downstairs School served as the 
primary place of education for Dearborn 
students. Located at the southwest 
corner of Park and Monroe, it was 
replaced by a larger structure that 
became the first Dearborn High School 
on the west side of Monroe Street north 
of Garrison Street. 
The sketch shown here was produced 
by Damon Frutchey.
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Sacred Heart Church, the impressive landmark at the northwest 
corner of Michigan and Military Avenues in West Dearborn, 

marked its 90th year of conducting Mass on Christmas Eve of 
2019. However, many may not know that Sacred Heart Parish 
existed long before the present edifice was begun in 1929. The 
history of the Sacred Heart congregation actually began in 1836, 
when Irish Catholic settlers were finding their way to the area 
that today is known as Dearborn. An early parish biography, 
The Beginning and Development of Catholicity in Dearborn, 
written by Fr. Matthew Schaeken and published c 1876, 
recorded that the first mass was celebrated in a pioneer home in 
1836, by a Fr. O’Kavanaugh, who traveled out from Detroit on 
horseback. Additional priests were occasionally commissioned to 
attend to the small flock’s spiritual needs. The first frame church, 
situated near Mason and Park streets was erected by 1848. It was 
known then as St. John’s. Pastoral ministry was recorded by Fr. 
Schaeken, who himself arrived in 1874. Schaeken saw to many 
renovations and even moved the frame church to a slightly better 
location. By 1875, he saw that the church was rededicated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, and by 1876 the nearby church cemetery, 
Mt. Kelley, was also dedicated. When Schaeken’s tenure ended, 
the rural Catholic community carried on with various pastors 
until Fr. Rudolph Marker arrived and stayed 22 years, from 1893 
until 1915 when he died.

By 1910, the sleepy farm town was on the verge of a 
metamorphosis. With the dawn of the Ford Motor Company, 

Dearborn would no longer continue as a quiet rural area. By 
1915, Detroit Bishop John Foley perceived the coming change, 
and understood that Dearborn would need a parish that could 
service the needs of Catholics in an area destined to become a city. 
He assigned a young priest capable to lead the congregation of 
73 families through growth that would span decades. That priest, 
Fr. Alphonse Sharpe, would move the small congregation from 
the small frame church to a new location purchased at Michigan 
and Military. There he would build a campus that would sustain 
an expanding Catholic population. Sharpe remained pastor for 
37 years, until his death in 1953.

When Fr. Sharpe arrived on January 3rd 1916, and learned 
that the total 1915 total Income was $700, he set to work to 
create the support needed to fund his aspirations for the parish. 
Within a short 6 months, he had secured subscription money 
for the Michigan avenue lots he would need to accomplish his 
goals. Plans ensued for funding and development. The first 
building was announced in the Detroit Free Press in 1917, and 
when finished in 1918 it was hailed by the Dearborn Press for 
its architectural beauty. The multifunction building serving as 
church, school and social hall, supported parish needs over the 
next decade.

The 1920s was a decade of remarkable growth and change for 
Dearborn. The one-time muddy Michigan roads gave way to 
gravel, brick and concrete. Farms gave way to neighborhoods. The 

This is the earliest known picture of the church building which serves parishioners today. 
It is a remarkable example of modern Romanesque architecture.

Sacred Heart Parish:
 A Long and Rich History

By Mary Beth Oravec

 Editor’s note: Mary Beth Oravec has been a member of the Sacred Heart Parish all of her life. Her parents moved to Dearborn in 
1939. Oravec is a product of Sacred Heart High School and was instrumental in the beginnings of a museum and archives to house 
artifacts from the history of the parish. Today, she serves as Curator of the Sacred Heart Museum collection.

He lived where the high school is now on Monroe. He’s still 
there yet.
[. . .]
Mr. D: And then there was another one they called Dode 
Tompkins. He lived where the Maples Bowling Alley is now 
between Howard and Mason Street. A porch faced Michigan 
Avenue that went all around the side, too.

Mr. B: You don’t know what business he had been in or 

anything else.
Mr. D:  No. He was retired when I was a kid.

Mr. B: What about Elba Howe. Did you work with him 
at all when you were with the Michigan Central Railroad 
when you went on the railroad?
Mr. D: No. I never worked on the railroad when he was an 
agent there.

Mr. B: When did you go with the railroad?
Mr. D: Oh gosh! When they had the war with Germany.

Mr. B: 1917.
Mr. D: Well, it was twelve years before that.

Mr. B: Then you started out in 1905 on Michigan Central. 
Who was the depot agent then?
Mr. D: Let’s see. Moon, Thad’s dad. He used to be at Denton 
when they moved down here. Station agent they called them.

Mr. B: What did you do on the Michigan Central?
Mr. D: I worked on the section repairing the tracks. In the 
summertime we put in ties that needed them and resurfaced 
the tracks. In the wintertime we’d tighten the belts, change 
the rails whenever they’d get a broken rail.

Mr. B: Was that around Dearborn here that you did that?

Maples Bowling Alley can be seen in the background in this 
Memorial Day image. The establishment was located on Michigan 
Avenue between Howard and Mason Street.

The Michigan Central Railroad Depot was built in 1886. Situated on the northwest corner of Mason and the railroad tracks, the depot 
served the City in a variety of ways through the years. It began as a passenger depot. Later, it also served as a freight depot.
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Mr. D: Oh yes. Yes. You see they had two sections out in 
Dearborn. One section, of course, was just the other side of 
Monroe. That ran pretty near to Miller Road.

Mr. B: Where did the other section go?
Mr. D: West to Middlebelt. 
[. . .]

Mr. B: Did they have Italians working at that time on the 
railroad with you?
Mr. D: Oh yes. When I was running a section here, I had 
a gang of Italians. I wasn’t running a section then. We were 
walking west. We were tightening belts. A fellow by the name 
of Rose, section foreman, was from Grass Lake, a young 
fellow. There was an Italian by the name of Joe Celia. He 
always joked and this one time we were walking up between 
Nowlin Road and Tenny. He had a side track around there 
and we had pipe wrenches so we could get a good grip on 
the bolts. Joe Celia, if the son-of-a-gun didn’t suddenly swing 
around and hit me, knocked me down. That fellow ran back 
to the car house. We never saw him since. He just kept right 
on going.
[. . .]

Mr. B: What was it like there about the turn of the 
century? Of course, there were a couple of fires around 
here.
Mr. D: And how!

Mr. B: There at Monroe and Michigan, for example, when 
the…

Mr. D: The [Dearborn] hotel burned out.

Mr. B: Well, the hotel burned down in 1895.
Mr. D: That was a frame building.

Mr. B: Were you there when it burned down?
Mr. D: Well, I remember it yes. Remember, I was a little bit 
of a kid then.
[. . .]

Mr. B: About 1900? That’s where Reynold’s Saloon was.
Mr. D: Yes. That guy was really a crook. There used to be 
people by the name of Holtz lived right next to the saloon. A 
man from Chicago was there. One Sunday I was sitting over 
there talking. Fred Reamer was marshall. There were a couple 
of fellows from the City, one of them just got out of the 
hospital. He (Reynolds) wasn’t supposed to serve any drinks 
on Sunday. While I was sitting there talking with one of the 
Holtz’s sons (Holtz owned the building), the fellows came 
around on the north side of Michigan Avenue singing to beat 
the band. They went and called the marshall. The marshall 
came up. He looked like he was going to put them in jail. Of 
course, there’s a jail in that building there [Commandant’s 
Quarters]. So Van Riper and the fellow who owned the 
saloon, Tom Reynolds, and Fred Reamer got hold of these 
fellows and were going to put them in jail. So I said to the 
marshall, “You shouldn’t run them in. Here’s the guy you 
should run in.” Tom Reynolds had hold of that guy too. So I 
just got behind him, got hold of his collar and slid him right 
down. You know, that guy never talked to me after that until 
he died. No sir!

The railroad pushed 
through Dearborn 
in 1837, and the 
Dearborn Hotel 
was also used 
to accommodate 
rail travelers. In 
1896 the Dearborn 
Hotel burned to the 
ground and was 
replaced by the 
Wagner Hotel, which 
still stands on the 
southwest corner 
of Michigan and 
Monroe.
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Mr. B: Of course, there were quite a few other saloons. 
There was Maurer’s too. Do you recall them?
Mr. D: Maurer’s Bar? That was on the corner of Mason and…

Mr. B: Michigan, where the gas station is today.
Mr. D. Yes. And there was another – Kandt. Kandt ran 
a saloon there too, right across from them. That’s where 
Winkelman’s is (southeast corner of Michigan and Mason). 
And there was another one – from the Wagner House – what 
you call the old hotel. It’s still there yet, the Wagner House. 
And a fellow by (the name of ) Tony Flick ran that. He 
sold beer made down in Wyandotte. I can’t remember the 
name of the bar. Years ago when Papke ran this saloon, they 
used to buy Whiskey by the barrel and have empty bottles 
inside. He used to refill them. So my dad liked whiskey. 
He would always have a half pint. He used to send me out 
to get a half a pint. Well, that was good whiskey in those 
days. He’d always take a nip. When he was old, he always 
smoked a pipe. He always smoked. What was it? Sun Cured 
and Handmade. That was made in Detroit. Scott & Dillon 
made that. He used to get some labels off of the packages 
of tobacco. He used to save and get so many. Then he’d get 
a good pipe. Yes, and a good briar. They had amber bits on 
them, too, instead of rubber bits in those days. Now it’s all 
rubber.

Mr. B: Well, you’re talking about your dad; did you speak 
German around the house?
Mr. D: Sure enough. Yes. You know this church is the same 
church they used to call German Methodist. All German 
there. The Lutheran Church was a German church too. Of 
course, that was the old church. Not this one.
[. . .]
Mr. B: In the old days you spoke German in church too, 
didn’t you?
Mr. D: Yes.

Mr. B: The services were all in German.
Mr. D: All German. We used to go to Sunday School and 
they used to have “A, B, C…” Old man Brockmiller was a 
caretaker…and a teacher there. That was my teacher and 
he was a hunchback. He was all crippled up. He lived on 
Mason Street there, too. Now that’s all (gone). There’s a brick 
building there now.

Mr. B: Do you recall Liberty Hall, the festivities they used 
to have? That was the old Armory that became Arna Mills 
later?
Mr. D: Oh, Arna Mills. Yes. I remember that. I’ve got a 
picture of that when it was burnt down.

Mr. B: Do you recall when it was Liberty Hall?
Mr. D: No. I don’t remember that.

Mr. B: When they had a hall in there when they used to 
hold…
Mr. D: Ah..the dance hall. You know, that used to have 
pillars in there that big! (Mr. D. gestures wide with his 
hands.)

Mr. B: Big pillars.
Mr. D: Yes. Walnut, they were, solid walnut. I don’t know 
whether they took them out when Arna Mills took that over 
or what. We used to dance up on the third floor. That was 
the dance hall.

Mr. B: Do you remember when they tore down some of 
the old buildings? You would have been just a child when 
they tore down some of the buildings to make way for 
Dearborn Public School over there? Do you recall that?
Mr. D: Oh yes. Hahns used to live in that one building. The 
high school is there now, not the one on Outer Drive but 
between Mason and Monroe.

c.1910 Reynolds Saloon can be seen at the right. It was located 
on Michigan Avenue east of Monroe.

Maurer Saloon soon on the northeast corner of Michigan Avenue 
and Monroe,
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Mr. B: Hahns used to live in one those buildings. Was that 
the Surgeon’s Quarters?
Mr. D: Yes. The Surgeon’s Quarters. That was a big building. 
We used to go up there. They had slate roofs, you know. 
They used to have lead. We’d go up there and get the lead off!

Mr. B: Is that when they were tearing it down?
Mr. D: Yes.

Mr. B: What about the barracks? Do you recall the 
barracks? That was right next door.
Mr. D: They used to call it “Town Hall.” That set about a 
hundred feet off of Michigan. Moodys live in the north end. 
Of course, that was only one floor but in the middle of it 

was a two-story building. They used to have fights up there. 
They only had kid stuff. They only had one fight there. A 
fellow by the name of Jack Hannon was a prizefighter and he 
was a bartender, I think, in the old frame hotel they had on 
Michigan Avenue.

Mr. B: You mean the old Dearborn Hotel?
Mr. D: Yes. One fight, that’s all they had. Then they closed 
them up.

Mr. B: Who? The Police of…
Mr. D: They didn’t have any police in those days. They just 
had a marshall, Village marshall. [. . .]

Charles A. Kandt came to 
Dearborn from Waldenburg, 
Michigan and operated a Michigan 
Avenue hotel (pictured at the right 
in 1924). Later, Kandt entered 
the hardware business and 
established one of the first Ford 
dealerships in Wayne County. In 
addition, he owned the C.A. Kandt 
Lumber Company in Dearborn.

The Armory served as the storehouse for ordnance equipment at the Detroit Arsenal in Dearbornville. After the Arsenal closed, 
the structure was converted into a civic center called “Liberty Hall” for a variety of activities. The building was converted into a 
textile-manufacturing company called Arna Mills in 1899. The company manufactured woolen blankets, imitation buffalo robes 
and work clothes. In 1910, lightning struck Arna Mills, which then caught fire and burned to the ground.
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Mr. B: They had a sawmill or something?
Mr. D: Penhale had a lumberyard in where the two story 
building was, in the middle there. The rest was all Town Hall, 
at least as far as I know.

Mr. B: When you were a boy, did you walk into a tunnel 
that was supposed to have been there?
Mr. D: I never could find that. They say it used to run from 
there to the Ross Museum….I don’t know whether it’s true 
or not. That used to be the Powder House (at what is now 
915 Brady St.).

The barracks of the Arsenal (shown on the left in 1868). 
This structure was razed to make room for the building of 
Salisbury School (built in 1916), located on the northwest 
corner of Garrison and Monroe.

The Dearborn Historical Museum 
needs your help in documenting the 

pandemic experience we have all 
been living through.

What are we seeking?

Anything from objects to photographs to documents. It may be a diary you have 
kept through the epidemic. Masks and ventilators are also potential artifacts. 

Stories are also important to us, so if you would like to record an oral history of 
your experience through this unique time, we would like to talk to you. If you 

can help us with this endeavor, please call us at 313-565-3000.

END of Part 1. Part 2 focuses on the Ross family 
and other well-known Dearborn residents. 
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Treasures from the Gift Shop

If you are interested in any of the items you see here, please call the Museum at 313-565-3000 
or visit us at 915 Brady Street.

Vintage Tea Set $50 
Vintage pewter tea set made in Holland by 

Royal Holland. Tea set includes tea pot, cof-
fee pot, sugar bowl, creamer, and tray.

Vintage Model Cars $3 
Antique model cars and wagons with horses, 

made in England and Hong Kong.

Cut Glass Cruet $5
Small cut-glass cruet with flower design. No 

chips, glass in great condition.

Porcelain Dolls $20
Hamilton Collection Porcelain Dolls 

with boxes and accessories

Assorted Jewelry $2-$3
Assorted costume jewelry including 
necklaces, earnings, bracelets, and 

pins.

Win a Quilt!
The Dearborn Historical Museum is hosting a quilt raffle 
throughout the spring and summer. Proceeds from this 
raffle will be used to support the museum. Tickets are 
$1 each, or $5 for 6. There will be three winners, a 1st 

place, a 2nd place, and a 3rd place. Tickets can be 
purchased inside the museum office. The drawing will 
take place at the commencement of our WWII Hands 

On History Event on August 14th.
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Dearborn Historical Museum

Calendar of Events
2016-17 Spring

Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross House.
For more information call 313-565-3000.

June 30, 2016

April
5       Lecture: Dayton Military Aviation History (Free) 7 p.m.
25    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.
28    Banjo Concert (Free)   1 p.m.
29    Antique Appraisal Clinic           10 a.m.-4 p.m.

              (313) 278-4870

   Village
  PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark        22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner                  Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

May
3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
 Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)   7 p.m.

23   Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

March
25   Spring Craft & Treasure Bazaar    10 a.m.-3 p.m.
28    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.

June
27    Historical Commission Meeting  6 p.m.
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Former Councilman
City of Dearborn

The following events are tentatively scheduled, but will only happen depending on 
the status of the pandemic and when it has been deemed safe to have events again.

SEPTEMBER (TENTATIVE)
  *   2: Lecture (Topic TBD)
  *   13: Kids ‘N’ Crafts (Retro Toys)

OCTOBER (TENTATIVE)
  *   3: Motor City Gallery and Ghost Hunt
  *   7: Lecture (Topic TBD)
  *   11: Model T Lecture & Demo (Special Members Event)
  *   23: Hands on History (Elections Through The Decades)
  *   30: Halloween Party
  *   31: GLAS Paranormal Investigation

NOVEMBER (TENTATIVE)
  *   4: Lecture (Topic TBD)
  *   12: Dearborn Food Lecture & Dinner Event
  *   14: STEM Saturdays (Build A Bridge)

DECEMBER (TENTATIVE)
  *   2: Lecture (Topic TBD)
  *   5: Victorian Christmas Open House
  *   11: Brewery Tour (Special Members Event)

Call 313-565-3000 for more information.
Donations cheerfully accepted.

Dearborn Historical Museum
Calendar of Events Fall 2020
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Thank you for preserving the wonderful history of Dearborn!

28

Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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President

Michael T. Sareini
President Pro Tem

Bricklayer   $25
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Historian   $100
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Enjoy & Learn
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Heritage... Today
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