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Dearborn Historical Museum Gift Shop

The Ford Homes: 
Assembling a 
Neighborhood
$30.00

This book originally began as a visual 
presentation of the exteriors of homes. 
However, as the author continued the 
process of putting this together, he found 
that the outside only showed part of the 
story. People are the other necessary 

ingredient in a book celebrating the centenary of this area’s 
existence. Not only was it appropriate to include pictures of families 
but it was also necessary to tell some stories of the homes and the 
people who live here and have lived here.

When ordering 5 or more books, price will be discounted to $25 
dollars per book.

Before Fair Lane
$30.00

Dearborn is enriched by a history of its 
people and the homes in which they have 
lived. Our most notable resident, Henry 
Ford, had a castle he named Fair Lane, 
which provides the reference point in 
the title of this book. While the rest of 
the city’s populace did not approach the 
wealth of our homegrown automotive 
magnate, many of them had delightful 

homes in which they took respite not only in Henry Ford’s day but 
also in the years preceding him. Some of the homes features in 
this book are masterpieces of design. Others are humble, but each 
remains for its inhabitants a place of shelter and comfort.

This book is meant to preserve images of homes that exist today 
but might in the future be torn down for new homes. This book is 
also meant to provide reminders of those homes that are long gone 
but reflect a sense of “Old Dearborn.” There are some interesting 
stories as well.

Lost Dearborn
$22.00

Throughout its existence, Dearborn 
has been a pioneer settlement, a 
multicultural hub, a college town, a major 
tourism center and a world-renowned 
industrial city. Unfortunately, due to a 
variety of factors, significant structures 

have been lost to time. Almost all of the eleven U.S. Arsenal complex 
buildings have disappeared since the arsenal was closed in 1875. 
The hallways of the Edison School and Oxford School still live on in 
the hearts of their students but were razed long ago. Even beloved 
edifices such as the Ford Rotunda and the Ford Motor Company 
Administration building, built by Dearborn’s favorite son, Henry 
Ford, are now only a memory. Author Craig E. Hutchison endeavors 
to immortalize the important foundational building blocks of an 
evolving city.

Dearborn, Michigan
A History of the Area and 
the People
$21.99

Located on the banks of the Rouge 
River just ten miles from Detroit, the city 
of Dearborn began as a humble pioneer 
settlement in the 1780s. Over the course 
of two centuries, it has developed into a 

close-knit community, a college town, a major tourism center, and 
a world-famous industrial city. Through an impressive collection of 
photographs drawn from the Dearborn Historical Museum, Images 
of America: Dearborn, Michigan documents the influential people, 
places, and events that have shaped Dearborn’s rich history. This 
book traces Dearborn’s spirit of innovation through engaging 
glimpses of the 19th century U.S. Arsenal, the historic River Rouge 
Plant, Mayor Hubbard’s lasting influence, and the legacy of Henry 
Ford. From the European settlers who first settled on the banks of 
the Rouge, to the streets, buildings, and schools that were named 
for them, Dearborn is revealed as a vibrant urban community with 
a strong sense of civic pride.

The Bark Covered 
House
$7.95

A graphic and thrilling description of 
real pioneer life in the wilderness of 
Michigan. Written by William Nowlin, 
one of the pioneers who came to the 
area with his family from  the Hudson 
Valley in 1834. The struggles and 
hardships of life in the woods, noted 
by isolation and the need to be self-
sufficient, are colorfully portrayed.

Own one of our best sellers below by visiting our website at thedhm.com 
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Greetings from the Editor
Craig Hutchison

My hope is that the arrival of this issue finds you and yours 
healthy and safe. This year continues to present challenges for 
us all. Your editor tested positive for COVID-19 a little over a 
month ago. The experience was unlike anything I have ever gone 
through. There was a time when I began to wonder whether my 
condition would improve. I share this because I want those who 
have experienced something similar to know I empathize in the 
deepest possible way. And at the same time, I urge those who 
have not contracted this nasty virus to please stay safe.

As for the Museum, 2020 has seen the cancellation of many 
programs and events, including the Museum’s usual fundraisers, 
due to the pandemic. Nevertheless, the Dearborn Historical 
Museum’s (DHM) staff continues to adapt to changing 
circumstances, making historical resources come to life virtually, 
broadcasting its usual monthly lectures on City of Dearborn 
television, and modifying events to be held safely when possible. 
The 2020 Halloween party, for instance, was changed to a 
masked and gloved drive-through format to allow local children 
to celebrate the holiday safely.

It was recently announced that the DHM’s buildings will remain 
closed to the public until at least January 3rd. New online 
content is being added on a regular basis, which can be accessed 
at thedhm.com. Please keep informed on any changes to our 
schedule via our website or by calling the Museum at 313-565-
3000. In this issue, I trust you will find some great history related 
reading to provide an escape of sorts from what we all are living 
with on a daily basis. The Museum’s Collections Manager, 
Matthew Graff, has provided another encouraging account of 
restoration which is the kind of work Museum staff views as 

a mission of great importance. Tara Gnau, former librarian for 
the Dearborn Public Library System, shares the story of how 
the famous industrial architect Albert Kahn came to design her 
grandparents house in West Dearborn. Also included is a feature 
which might turn some heads a bit as Ian Tomashik reveals that 
houses being moving from one location to another in Dearborn 
in the last century and a half was not as uncommon as one might 
think it was.

In celebration of the Dearborn Historical Museum’s 70th 
Anniversary, the month of November was dedicated to a 
fundraiser for the Museum. Due to the negative impact of the 
pandemic, we need your support throughout the rest of the year 
and into 2021. The DHM is asking the public to consider a 
donation supporting the Museum’s free or low-cost educational 
programming as well as continued efforts to restore the DHM’s 
three historic structures. Please tell friends and family about 
our memberships which are very reasonable and available for 
purchase online. We also have institutional memberships for 
area businesses. Your support is appreciated and needed at all 
times, but especially now. As always, I encourage you to email 
me at my address below with feedback or topic ideas. Regularly 
visit thedhm.com for more information on upcoming events and 
Museum happenings. If you have any questions, please feel free 
to email me at craigehutchison@gmail.com

Happy Reading,

Craig Hutchison 
Managing Editor 
The Dearborn Historian

Hello Readers,

Join us in celebrating this milestone by supporting the DHM in order to keep 
local history alive for years to come. Donations can be made via one of the 
options below. Thank you for supporting local history programming.
• Online- Click on the “Click Here to Donate!” button on this web page and 

your payment will be processed using Paypal.
• By Phone – Call us at 313-565-3000 and we will process your payment 

over the phone. 
• By Mail or In-Person – Please make checks out to The Museum Guild of 

Dearborn, and mail them or bring them to 915 S. Brady Street, Dearborn, 
MI 48124

http://thedhm.com
mailto:craigehutchison@gmail.com
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS:

Another Success Story:
SIDEBOARD RESTORED
By Matthew Graff, Dearborn Historical Museum Collections Manager

Over the past several months, the Dearborn Historical 
Museum’s mid-1800s American Empire Style sideboard 

was recently restored by conservator and longtime friend of 
the Museum, Mark Gervasi. The sideboard now stands on 
display in the dining room in the Commandant’s Quarters. The 
sideboard’s bi-level design would have been used for serving 
food and displaying and storing dishes and dinnerware. 
The Museum’s sideboard was in incredibly rough condition 
when Mark Gervasi first received the piece at his workshop. 
Original accession 
records indicate that is 
was in poor condition at 
the time it was donated, 
and it was one of many 
projects that had been 
put on the back burner 
for decades, until now. 
With access to his 
home workshop, Mark 
began the daunting 
process of repairing 
decades of damage to 
one of the Museum’s 
largest artifacts.
Several photographs 
show Mark’s 
placement of blue tape, 
indicating areas of 
loss or delamination. 
During the restoration 
process, the veneer 
was flattened, and 
trimmed.  After it was 
delaminated, and once 

the work was completed, the veneer was subsequently re-
adhered. After reconstructing, coloring, and applying shellac, 
the project was near completion. Finally, after over 125 hours of 
work, Mark completed his latest restoration effort. In addition, 
Mark has already accepted several more pieces from the 
Museum’s collections to tackle for his next project. This kind of 
collaboration is something the Museum staff is proud to be a part 
of as it furthers the mission of preserving Dearborn’s rich history.

Editor’s Note: The Museum staff continues to work on the preservation of pieces in its collection. In this case, the preservation 
tasks was part of a collaboration with a trained, professional conservator. This story gives the public a glimpse into the work 
going on at the Museum to preserve and tell the stories of Dearborn’s past. This restored piece is now in position to be enjoyed 
by future generations.

Our Sideboard before treatment
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Sideboard restoration, a work in progress

Laying out pieces to prepare for restoration 
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Re-adhering pieces as the restoration progresses Treated and untreated pieces

Our beautifully restored Sideboard
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It is captivating to imagine something as permanent as a house 
— our shelter from everyday life, the backdrop of our most 

private memories and the physical record of our social status — 
being picked up, rolled down the road, and dropped off to begin 
a new life of its own in another place and time. Architectural 
theory has long reserved the name ‘mobile architecture’ for 
trailers, RV’s, tiny homes and other structures whose location 
is inherently temporary, but this is a different subject entirely. 
While this introduction may immediately conjure the storybook 
plot of Disney’s movie Up, the imagineering behind Carl 
Fredricksen’s balloon-powered adventure is actually quite 
grounded in reality. 
Some readers will likely recall two Dearborn houses moved in 
recent memory. These are the 1832 Richard Gardner house, 
hauled via trailer to the Dearborn Historical Museum’s grounds 
in 1996, and the 1916 William Ford house, moved around 
the corner from Garrison to Brady in 2001. Both moves were 
undertaken at great expense to dedicated individuals because the 
homes, threatened with demolition, were known contributors to 
our collective cultural memory, and deemed too important to be 
destroyed. Of course, these preservation feats merely augment 
Dearborn’s most famous house moving endeavor, Greenfield 
Village. But careful reading reveals that Henry Ford’s motivation 
for assembling this hobby city — using architecture as a media 
to capture a snapshot of his childhood — is only one of many 
motives for house moves scattered throughout Dearborn’s 
history. At one time, moving a house was an ordinary event, 
more utilitarian than extraordinary in nature, and the historical 

record is filled with passing references to structures being 
repurposed, gifted or preserved by moving them. 
This article explores over 40 cases of house moving in Dearborn, 
and the variety of conditions and rationale by which they 
occurred. This is by no means an exhaustive list: future research 
will undoubtedly yield more stories, and the reader is invited 
to respond if they know of any that aren’t mentioned here. But 
this investigation of the cases so far found confirms that, while 
preservation is currently the most common motive for house 
moves, we would be remiss to view all such cases through a 
similar lens. The impressive arrays of hydraulics and computers 
often involved in moving houses today betrays the fact that we 
must look over 150 years in the past to understand when, why, 
and how popular the act of house moving once was, and how 
our familiarity with it has evolved alongside urban planning 
theory and ever advancing technology. 

House Moving in Agrarian America
The earliest mentions I’ve yet found of homes being moved in 
Dearborn straddle the turn of the last century. In his Dearborn 
Historical Facts compilation article, Richard Marsh claims that 
Dearborn’s first train station, built in the 1860’s, was “moved 
to a lot on Park street and changed into a residence” following 
replacement in 1882 (142). Malita Goebel’s article “Dearborn 
Homes,” published in a 1962 issue of The Dearborn Historian, 
mentions two more: the “Frank House,” moved by the Wallace 
family from Michigan Ave. to Garrison’s 22100 block around 
1913; and the 1830’s “Brown House,” also from Michigan Ave., 
moved by William Ziegler 
to the same location, likely 
around the same time 
(“Homes” 10). Goebel’s 
hand-written notes 
mention a fourth: the “old 
Prush home” currently 
standing at 1267 Mason, 
which was “moved from 
across the street” in 1904 
(Notes). If her notes are 
correct, this could be the 
earliest moved house still 
standing in Dearborn. 
These cases confirm the 
act of moving a house 

The 1832 Richard Gardner house being transported from Greenfield 
Village to Brady on a  flat bed truck, 1996 (DKM Photo)

These graphic instructions, published in 
“The American Agriculturalist,” portray 

the ease of early house moving.

House Moving in Dearborn, 1880-2001
  by Ian Tomashik

Editor’s Note: Ian Tomashik is a lifelong Dearborn resident and Historical Commission member who holds a Bachelor's Degree 
in Architecture from the University of Michigan. He channels his knowledge of architecture and love for Dearborn into various 
preservation and research endeavors. He also enjoys traveling Michigan with his fiance, Abbey; restoring their 1916 Dearborn 
home; and virtually any activity done outdoors.
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has not always been a feat for the wealthy and determined. 
At the time of these moves, Dearborn was an agrarian village 
of less than a thousand people, most earning a living by 
resourcefulness and thrift alone. When every cent they earned 
clearing timber or selling produce went directly toward 
obtaining the few goods they couldn’t make themselves, why 
should an empty 
house go to waste? 
Homes were smaller 
then, land was 
relatively cheap and 
empty, and labor for 
moving was plentiful. 
Free of modern 
tethers like carefully 
-planned sewer, 
water and electrical 
entry points, a home 
could move almost 
anywhere geographic 
boundaries allowed. 
Houses have been moved in America for almost as long as 
they’ve existed. Englishman David Stevenson, struck by the 
frequency with which he observed house moves while widening 
streets in New York City in 1859, dedicated an entire chapter of 
his book Sketch of Civil Engineering in North America to the 
subject (204). Throughout Chicago’s great sewer project of the 
1860’s, as old frame houses looked increasingly shabby with 
every brick home that replaced them, it became “routine traffic” 
to roll them to the city’s outskirts fully intact and furnished 
(Gale, 5). An article titled “How To Move Houses,” published 
in an 1873 issue of The American Agriculturalist, even exclaims 
“many more would move badly located buildings if they knew 
how to do it” before describing exactly how to do so with a 
system of jacks and timber cribbing digestible to those who 
earned a living with their hands (417). It’s possible that, long 
before he envisioned Greenfield Village, Henry Ford witnessed 
the sale and moving of old homes, barns and other outbuildings 
with surprising frequency on the farms of his childhood. 
Returning to Mrs. Goebel’s research, we find many facets of this 
early period embodied by the Frank/Wallace house on Garrison. 
Being a small, aging home on the rapidly commercializing 
Chicago Road, William and Caroline Wallace probably purchased 
the former Frank house for a bargain. In 1913, a two-block 
move through the village’s quiet streets was a small feat, and a 
new, raised foundation allowed for the installation of water and 
sewerage connections. According to Goebel, the Wallaces also 
moved “a small part from some other part of town that was once 
a shoe shop,” attaching it to the Frank House’s rear, providing 
more space to enjoy their “modern conveniences” (“Homes” 
10). This small but comfortable home was a product of its time, a 
cornerstone of American society predating planned obsolescence.  
Many farmhouses standing in Dearborn today were moved 
at some point in their life; some likely before the 1920’s. As 
farmers sold land to subdividers and roads passing their homes 

were widened or re-routed, they were forced to choose between 
moving their homes (sometimes mere feet) to conform to newly 
drawn lot lines or tearing them down. Even Henry Ford’s 
birthplace was moved once before its final move to GFV when 
threatened by a road project in 1919. Camouflaged examples 
of Dearborn homes in this genre include  22335 Cleveland, 
24530 New York and the William Lehman homestead at 5520 
Hartwell.
One preserved case of early house moving sits at 1251 Geneva. 
This Folk Victorian farmhouse was built by Keith Howard, 
grand-nephew of Arsenal Commandant Joshua Howard, 
around 1901. According to an interview with its current owner 
published by L. Glenn O’Kray, the home was moved from its 
old Michigan Avenue location in 1907 “so that a trolley line 
could be extended” through the site (O’Kray). A lift, turn and 
short roll across Howard-owned farmland later, the home was 
realigned to Lot #8 of newly subdivided Howard’s Dearborn 
Park, and has been well-preserved by succeeding owners. 
Another early case actually involves two houses: a pair of early 
wood-frame structures that once stood at Morley and Monroe’s 
northwest corner. Though their origin is a mystery, a myriad of 
stories surround their lives. According to DHM Director Jack 
Tate, at least one of them served the Arsenal as an infirmary, 
dating it to at least the 1870’s. Malita Goebel notes that one 
was owned by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wagner between 1893 and 
1917. Around 1918, both were moved to Oakwood (then Porter 
street), at least one completed and occupied by resident Robert 
Black. Of the pair, the one which was handsomely remodeled by 
Stephen DeLorme in 1889 still stands today at 823 Oakwood. 
Though even careful research couldn’t distinguish this home’s 
origins from its twin, nothing less should be expected of a home 
moved over a century ago and built decades even before that. 

House Moving during Suburbanization
House moves were most common during two separate but 
similar decades of Dearborn’s history: the 1920’s and 1950’s. 
Both were eras defined by unprecedented suburban growth, and 
both saw surges in demand for modern conveniences at home. 

The Wallace family home on Garrison is 
typical of houses moved near the turn of 

the century (DHM photo)

The Ford Homestead was hauled into Greenfield Village on 
equipment supplies by Krist House Moving, of Detroit (From the 

Collections of The Henry Ford)
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Surprisingly, the time and talent then required for new construction 
seem to not be factors increasing demand for moved houses 
— thanks to home kits and pattern books; the establishment 
of local lumber yards; standardized building practices and the 
development of prefabricated housing, homes were built faster 
during these decades than ever before. Instead, it seems the 
enormous demand for housing simply outpaced construction 
capacity in both eras. Between 1920 and 1926, the population of 
Dearborn Village (pre-consolidation west downtown) grew by 
320% from 2,470 to around 8,000 people; its post-consolidation 
population of about 63,000 in 1940 had nearly doubled again 
by 1960 (Marsh, 4). Home builders couldn’t keep up, and 
the ability to continue using older homes by moving them — 
particularly those from areas rezoned as commercial districts 
or parking — became increasingly desirable. Once moved 
onto accommodating foundations (as pioneered by the Wallace 
home), they could more easily be retrofitted with the plumbing 
and electrical systems that became standard in new homes. 
It’s imperative to note that house-moving was not an organized, 
monopolized offensive. The decision to move usually rested 
with property owners’ preference, and was done by determined 
individuals with rented equipment as often as established 
companies. Groups dedicated to the work included the Goodman 
family and Krist House Moving, of Detroit, and D.B. Davis, of 
Port Huron; but period ads indicate general renovation companies 
like “AAA Roofing” and “Christianson Home Improvement” 
were also up to the task (“House Raising”; “Roofing”). R.L. Polk 
& Company’s 1914 Detroit City Directory lists no less than 27 
companies in its “House Movers and Raisers” section (3098). 
Additionally, Wanted, For Sale and Business Opportunities ads 
in scattered Free Press editions prove individuals — today’s 
DIY-ers — were constantly seeking or trading “house moving 
equipment” including “skids” and “rubber wheels” (“Rubber”; 
“Wanted”). The availability of these services meant virtually 
anyone who wanted to move a house could and did, a byproduct 
of which being that few moves in Dearborn’s history were 
formally recorded. Many of the following examples were 
discovered only by careful comparison of Sanborn Insurance 
Maps as well as 1925, 1949, 1951 and 1966 aerial photograph 
sets, which depict a skyline being constantly redefined by similar 
rooflines appearing in different places across town. 
At the most localized level, houses were moved by individual 
homeowners or investors for a variety of reasons. In 1926, when 
an 1898 Folk Victorian being used as Sacred Heart’s rectory was 
to be replaced with a new convent, realtor Jamie Johnson saw 
an investment opportunity and moved the home to 22805 Law 
for immediate use as a rental property. In 1953, by which time 
car ownership had evolved from luxury to necessity, neighboring 
members of the Liddell family moved one of their homes a lot 
over to 2651 Pardee, then split the lot cleared between them for 
driveway space. The home’s current owner, who remembers its 
move, recalls that this was done by an independent contractor 
with bulldozers and the laying of temporary wooden beams. In 
1962, contractor Max Rasmussen risked bankruptcy to move 
Richard Haigh’s Dutch Colonial to 22310 Morley after its old 

site was sold to build Dearborn Towers Condominiums. He built 
an addition and veneered the home with bricks from St. Joseph’s 
Retreat, which was demolished the same year. 
The most coordinated instances of house moving came as 
components of public works projects. When city crews connected 
Beech St. between May and Mason in 1928, two homes stood 
in the way. Though one was demolished, the second, a solid 
brick home built in 1880 for Abraham Lapham and family, was 
moved to 1544 May and has been well maintained ever since. 
In another instance, Joseph Oldenburg’s article “Ford Homes 
Historic District” recalls that, between 1953 and 1955, four 
Ford homes were moved to clear land for an addition to Duvall 
Elementary (43). Two were scooted down the block to today’s 
22330 and 22221 Francis, a third came to rest at 22425 Edison, 
and the fourth endured a 4-block adventure to vacant land on 
the neighborhood’s edge at 22049 Gregory. It’s noteworthy that 
these then 30-year-old homes were moved despite not yet having 
earned protected historic status, meaning they were simply 

considered too 
valuable to 
demolish given the 
1950s’ demanding 
housing market.
Moves instigated 
by housing demand 
also resulted in 
a great deal of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
though surviving 
examples were 
moved primarily 
for profit or 
convenience in 
lieu of cultural 
attachment. Among 
these are 22805 
Law and 1544 May, 
already discussed. 

Another, which 
today is Dearborn’s oldest occupied home — built for school 
teacher Hubbard Hidden circa 1843 — was moved around the 
block from Monroe to 1254 Porter and converted into a duplex 
(likely accommodating Ford tractor plant employees) sometime 
before 1918. This move unwittingly saved another cornerstone 
of Dearborn history — its first library, which was established on 
a bookshelf in Hidden’s front hall in 1859. The circa 1880 Folk 
Victorian at 21710 Morley also survives today because it was 
removed from Michigan Ave., adjacent to the Commandant’s 
Quarters, between 1935 and 1941. The small frame home at 
22351 Park, which Malita Goebel remembers was built before 
1865, was also moved from Michigan Avenue. And while it may 
not be one of Dearborn’s oldest structures, a significant piece 
of Ford Homes Historic District history — the Dearborn Realty 
& Construction Co.’s planning office, formerly located at the 
northeast corner of Nowlin and Park — was preserved when 

A rare newspaper announcement shares the progress 
of Sacred Heart’s house-moving project, 1953
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moved to 23201 Nona and converted into a residence
Religious institutions have also contributed significantly to 
Dearborn’s moved house catalogue. To make room for its 
new high school building, Sacred Heart Parish moved several 
structures on Garrison, west of Military, between 1952 and 1954. 
One, a Craftsman built by George E. Moore in 1916, was moved 
to 21500 Morley. Ironically, this home was built for his mother 
and sister — Eva and Ivadel Moore — after their previous home 
— moved to 22805 Law in 1926 — was converted into Father 
A.X.M. Sharpe’s rectory. A circa 1919 home next door, once the 
residence of Christ Episcopal Pastor Hedley Stacey and later 
occupied by the Becker family, was moved behind the Moore 
home to 740 S. Brady. Once these homes were cleared, Sacred 
Heart’s 1926 Convent was also moved one lot to the west. 
According to a note in IHM’s Chronicles, Sister Marie Dolores’s 
piano lesson with fourth-grade resident Theresa Horger went 
on interrupted throughout the move, a testament to the delicate 
precision with which the movers worked. After all the moving 
was complete, Sacred Heart High School was built in the now 
amalgamous empty lot. 
Sacred Heart moved a third home in 1953 — the Gansen 
homestead, a modest four-square built in 1910. Located just west 
of the Convent on Garrison, the house was spared demolition 
by moving it to the northeast corner of Newman and Nowlin, 
where it served a light commercial use. Despite the labor, time 
and cost spent moving the house, its fate was merely prolonged 
— a Gansen family member was misfortunate enough to see a 
wrecking ball throw their old clawfoot tub to the ground when it 
was torn down for parking space a short time later. The Gansen 
home’s story recalls a handful of others whose moving efforts 
came to naught, including the aforementioned Frank/Wallace 
home, which was torn down when First United Methodist 
Church expanded down Garrison in 1949. Louis Howe’s first 
home at 22259 Morley, an 1898 Folk Victorian, was moved to 
Monroe by Ford Field in 1924, but demolished sometime after 
1980. And Malita Goebel’s notes are the only existing record 
of the Schroder House, moved across the railroad tracks down 
Mason street, only to be replaced by Hubbard Manor. 
Finally, for every moved home that’s been preserved or 
demolished, there are likely two others that have simply been 
forgotten. It’s probable that dozens more homes were moved 

between the 
1920’s and 
the 1950’s, 
whose stories 
have simply 
been lost with 
the memory 
of those who 
moved them. 
One example is 
the Craftsman 
bungalow at 
21720 Morley, 
whose 1979 

City Survey entry hastily notes a 1957 move without any 
suggestion of its motive or former location. Another, a Neckel 
Street Colonial, is shown being moved in a 1960 photograph 
that lacks context or location. As mentioned earlier, readers are 
encouraged to respond if they know any stories like these that 
deserve inclusion in a future addendum to this article.   

Henry Ford, House Mover

Dearborn’s leading citizen left an immense mark on house 
moving history as he crafted Greenfield Village, but more 
than enough has been written about these homes to necessitate 
further mention (see Telling America’s Story, by Jeanine Miller). 
Henry Ford’s house moving habits did not start or end with the 
Village, and the stories of structures he moved elsewhere are 
equally, if not more, intriguing. Before purchasing the Clinton 
Inn for the Village’s roster of structures, he held parties with his 
closest friends at Farmington’s Botsford Inn, saved from a road 
project when moved in 1924. And the Village’s meticulously 
posed exhibit of Ford’s birthplace merely mimics his personal 
restoration of cousin Addison Ford’s house on Joy Road in 1922, 
during which he gifted and moved Clyde Ford’s Craftsman 
honeymoon house to recreate the rural openness of his boyhood 
visits there. These examples and those soon to be mentioned 
are not meant to demean the Village’s success, but clarify, with 
intimacy and diversity, the Village’s refined look into a side 
of Ford rarely discussed: the nostalgic neighbor and family 
member who married preservation with economy and charity 
while saving pieces of his rural childhood world. 
By the time he moved to Fair Lane in 1915, Ford had personally 
acquired over 2,800 acres worth of Dearborn farms, most 
accompanied by homes and outbuildings, which became the 
nexus of Ford Farms: a curated community meant to prove that 
rural life was better lived with machinery (Bryan,108). Owning 
acres of adjoining, empty land allowed him to move structures 
freely as needs arose. According to ‘Fritz’ Loskowske, Ford 
Farms general manager, his teams moved several buildings 
around the farms and into the Village, even maintaining their own 

Ford Farms crews, led by 'Fritz' Loskowske, prepare to move the 
Loranger grist mill from Stoney Creek, near Monroe, in 1928. 

"Ford Motor Company" is clearly painted on the trailer. (From the 
collections of The Henry Ford)
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moving equipment for such tasks: “we used to put timbers under 
[a building],” he describes, and “used two hind parts of a wagon 
on each timber” to roll structures from place to place (Bombard, 
“Loskowske”, 89). Horses, Model T’s and A’s and Fordson 
tractors provided towing power. Structures they moved into the 
Village this way include the Ford homestead and Lorranger grist 
mill. The Richard Gardner family barn was similarly dragged 
“across the fields” from Warren Ave. to the northwest corner 
of Ford Rd. and Southfield to fulfill the cattle-holding needs of 
Ford’s dairy farm (Bombard, “Loskowske”, 45). 
Loskowske’s testimony identifies at least two Dearborn homes 
that stand outside the city today thanks to his efforts. The first is 
well-documented: a log cabin, built along Ford Road between 
1820 and 1840, that was home to one of Ford’s childhood friends, 
a German immigrant named John Salter. Ford moved the cabin 
to the Village in 1929, supposedly in a single piece, according 
to Village architect Ed Cutler. It was exhibited there until 
deaccessioned in 1995, when it was moved again to Crossroads 
Village in Flint and can still be toured today. 
The second case is more vague. A house stood near the 
intersection of Southfield Rd. and Village Dr. before “Mr. 
Ford moved [it] over here on Smith Road” for an employee 
Loskowske identifies as “Mr. Preston” (Bombard, “Loskowske”, 
76). A road by that name never existed in Dearborn, but the 
1940 Census does record that Harold Preston, “tool maker” at 
an “auto factory,” lived at 28615 Smith Road, a modest Four-
Square still standing along I-94 in today’s Romulus (“Census”). 
A 1935 photo of the home being rebuilt, now property of The 
Henry Ford, supports Loskowske’s story. More significant 
than the house itself, however, is what Ford exclaimed when 
Loskowske asked why he wanted it moved: “any damn fool can 
tear [a] house down. I want it moved whole, right over there!” 
(Bombard, “Loskowske”, 76). This statement is curiously more 
pragmatic than preservationist in nature. Like the Gardner barn 
(moved to fulfill an immediate farm-related purpose), this move 

may have happened just because Ford couldn’t bear wasting a 
perfectly good house, and handed it off to the first employee who 
needed it. Economy as this move’s impetus proves there was 
more on Ford’s mind than history when moving old structures. 
Preston wasn’t the only employee to benefit from a moved 
structure, and economy wasn’t Ford’s only motivation for moving 
them. Around 1942, he bought the brick bungalow at 23600 
Buckingham for Albert Wolfe, a test driver and friend who had 
enjoyed long car rides with Ford as a child. Despite being almost 
new, 24 craftsmen were sent to renovate the home and clear the 
yard, which lacked a crucial amenity for any friend of Ford’s: a 
garage. So he had one built in a field on Oakwood Blvd. before 
moving it to Wolfe’s yard. “The garage was built in sections,” 
Wolfe remembers, and “the next night there was a garage sitting 
on [my] lot… the neighbors had never seen [one] go up so fast 
in their life” (Bombard, “Wolfe”, 184). While significant as a 
building Ford gifted to and moved for a close friend, even more 
intriguing is the watchman’s comment that Wolfe overheard 
when visiting the garage one night before its move: “God, Mr. 
Ford does some wonderful things… he’s building this garage for 
a widow and they’re going to move [it]” (Bombard, “Wolfe”, 
184-185). Guarding the confidence of his friend, Wolfe made no 
attempt to correct him. This, it turns out, was a lucky choice, for 
the humble watchman’s statement was more truthful than either 
man likely imagined. 
Throughout Dearborn and beyond, stories passed through 
generations recall homes bought, restored or moved by Henry 
Ford. Yet evidence confirming these rumors remains scarce 
beyond circumstantial footnotes in the historic record. This, 
unfortunately, is by design, for a number of reasons. As suggested 
by Wolfe’s story, Ford may have had a more personal motive 
for renovating and moving houses: a concealed effort to aid and 
support those who may not have outwardly taken charity. His 
friends were mostly country folk — indigent, but proud — so to 
offer financial aid, he often had to get creative with his approach. 
Echoing the time Ford promised to buy and move a sick friend’s 
tree, or when he forced some unscrupulous borrowers to return a 
friend’s loaned horse, it’s possible that some houses brandishing 
Ford-related rumors are the tangible effect of this kindness. 
Loskowske, having completed moves and renovations firsthand, 
even remembers “Ford gave several houses to people down 
and out,” but “nothing went in the papers” to avoid publicity 
(Bombard, “Loskowske”, 104). Ernest Leibold, Ford’s private 
secretary, provides a more pragmatic reason why these acts 
weren’t recorded:
“Every time a house was rebuilt anywhere, they would send men 
over there who were getting $7 or $8 dollars a day for their work. 
They would spend a lot of time on that, with things constantly 
being changed. It resulted in terrific costs for doing that work, 
probably three or four times more than it ought to have been.” 
(Bombard, “Leibold”, 61-62)
When Ford Farms’ million-dollar annual losses came under 
IRS scrutiny, Liebold quickly ensured that these projects were 

This 1935 photo confirms Ford's involvement in rebuilding Harold 
Preston's house in Romulus. (From the collections of The Henry Ford)
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charged to Ford personally, rendering them almost untraceable. 
But this action itself implies that home improvements had 
become so common that they ate a substantial deficit into the 
Farms’ budget, a crucial inference verifying their frequency. 
Even when Ford divulged his motives, an inverse relationship 
between paper trail and legacy lied inherent to the rural demeanor 
of those he fixed up houses for. They bequeathed stories in lieu of 
records, and likewise, their relationships were formed verbally 
by the millionaire who loved traipsing through woods to appear 
in backyards across town. Luckily, interviewers more than a 
half century ago recorded enough stories to corroborate their 
frequency. Only when asked did farmer Thomas Daly record 
the fall day in 1922 that Ford, arriving unannounced, spent 
hours inspecting their log home, built by William Daly around 
1837. “He wanted dad to promise him that he would sell him 
the old house,” Daly recalls, saying “he was going to move it 
down on (his) property he owned on the corner of Avondale and 
Gulley Road and rebuild it… as a tribute to the old Squire Daly” 
(Bout, Daly, 13). In a similar manner, Frank Schneider recalls 
a spontaneous afternoon when Ford gathered his mother and 
uncles at their former homestead near Paul Ave., which he had 
purchased with their farm around 1915. “I want this house put 
back exactly like it was when we were kids,” he announced, and 
Schneider says “he had an architect there that made drawings” 
according to their recollections so that Ford could restore the 
home (Bout, Schneider, 27). Daly’s house never was moved, 
but given that tales like these were more often taken to the grave 
than recorded, it’s imaginable that many more exist. Perhaps, 
where stories have failed to persevere, they’ve left houses that 
survive in our midst with identity crises waiting to be solved.
At the conflux of these narratives sits the red farmhouse at 
22807 Cherry Hill. According to legend passed down from 
former resident Agnes Reckinger, the home was moved here as 
a gift to her widowed mother Sarah by Henry Ford, after her 
father Nicholas died from Influenza in 1919. While this story 
has endured, evidence of this exchange only dances around the 
truth. Ford certainly knew the Reckinger family personally: 
having set up a threshing machine for them as a young man, 
he later bought their farm at Southfield and Michigan Avenue. 
Nicholas was a Ford employee, having been licensed to operate 
Fordson tractors by Henry Ford & Son in 1918. Loskowske 
verifies Ford had houses to spare and was quite fond of moving 
them, and furthermore, he would have had easy access to this 
home’s current site through brother-in-law Edgar ‘Roy’ Bryant, 
co-developer of Law’s Subdivision. And of course, real estate 
records claim this house was built in 1878, but it doesn’t exist 
on maps any earlier than the 1920’s, and sits on a suspiciously 
neat foundation of concrete block that wasn’t invented when 
this home was supposedly built. Despite all this coincidental 
evidence, not a single source clearly labels this house as 
important beyond its age, and while it may indeed be one of 
the last remaining houses gifted and moved by Ford himself, 
historians’ imaginations are left to fill in the blanks. (For more on 
this home, see “The Reckinger Home: A Moving Experience”, 
part of L. Glenn O’Kray’s article series in the Press and Guide.)

Not all of the houses Ford moved are so obscure. At 154 River 
Lane stands a large brick Colonial which he gifted to his widowed 
sister, Margaret Ruddiman, in 1941. The Ruddimans were Scotch 
Settlement pioneers and lifelong friends of the Ford family: Dr. 
Edsel Ruddiman was Henry Ford’s closest elementary school 
friend and Edsel Ford’s namesake, and Margaret confirmed 
their family status when she married James Ruddiman. Thus, 
when the Ruddimans’ ancestral farmhouse was threatened by 
Southfield Road’s expansion, Henry took it upon himself to save 
it. He asked Edward Cutler to design the Colonial Revival home 
that stands today using every salvageable piece of the original 
farmhouse, including its solid walnut banister and hand-hewn 
fireplace mantle. Though deconstructed rather than moved 
whole, the Ruddiman’s memory still lives on in the house that 
Henry cared enough about to repurpose. 
Henry Ford’s house moving habits did not die with him. After 
Clara Ford’s death in 1950, most Ford Farms property not 
given to family and friends was transferred to Ford Motor 
Company. With few agricultural ambitions, Ford rezoned and 
repurposed the land. At the time, several farm houses remained 
on the property (some then approaching a century old), so many 
were sold with the stipulation that they be moved elsewhere. 
Determined individuals completed moves throughout the 
1950’s to neighboring cities, and many of them survive today.  
Though not completed under Henry Ford’s direct supervision, 
they are worth noting here because, were it not for his initial 
intervention, they would likely have fallen years earlier to road 
widening projects or unchecked suburban growth. 
Garden City now owns the lion’s share of houses moved 
from Ford Farms, perhaps because it was considered the most 
desirable area of undeveloped land at the time they were moved. 
One, the 1888 Square House built at Ford Road and Southfield’s 
northeast corner, is widely regarded as the only house Henry Ford 
built with his own hands. It was moved to 29835 Beechwood by 
farm employee Robert Smith on what would have been Ford’s 
89th birthday in 1952, and was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1980. Ironically, the Peter Theisen home 
— the house in which Frank Schneider’s mother was born, and 
that Henry Ford had personally restored years earlier — was 
moved in 1955 to 29780 Rush, today sitting less than a mile 
north of the Square House, just as it did in Dearborn a century 
ago. This home was likely built between 1848, when Peter 
emigrated to the United States, and 1854, when daughter Mary 
(Theisen) Schneider later claimed she was born there, making it 
one of the oldest Dearborn homes still in existence. Just down 
the street from the Theisen home, at 7033 Middlebelt, stands 
a Folk Victorian farmhouse of undiscovered origin, moved by 
Ralph and Cora Schackleton in 1951. And at 32300 Cherry 
Hill, set back from the traffic amongst a tall stand of trees, sits a 
cottage-style home with original woodwork and an impressive 
front porch, moved here in 1952. This home was built at the 
southwest corner of Ford Road and Southfield, and was built for 
Barbara Troup and family before 1890. 
The city of Inkster also received a leftover farmhouse, located 
today at 27725 Cherry Hill, but built near the intersection of 



12

Ford Road and Mercury Drive in 1883. Its first owner was 
Jacob Theisen. Also built around 1883 on Ford Road, the Henry 
Taubitz house, once located halfway between Evergreen and 
Southfield, now sits at 7730 Grayfield in Dearborn Heights and 
is exceptionally well cared for. A seventh house, the Peter Korte 
family home, was moved just a few hundred feet back from 
Ford Road around 1954 and stands today at 5740 Artesian in 
Detroit. And in a 1970 Dearborn Historian article, Gordon 
McDonald notes that the McCormick family home, formerly 
located at the southeast corner of Ford Rd. and Southfield, was 
also moved in 1952, but gives no clear indication of its new 
location or fate.

Conclusion
Throughout history, house moving has served Dearborn’s needs 
in a variety of ways: as a matter of agrarian necessity, a solution 
to housing shortages, the satisfaction of a millionaire’s whim, 
and of course, as a means of preserving our built heritage. This 
broad role has narrowed considerably since the 1950’s. As the 
average size of homes, acceptance of planned obsolescence and 
the scope of standardized construction methods have grown, 
house moving has cyclically evolved into a more challenging, 
more expensive and less preferred renovation practice. It 
remains a potential solution for those who would rather 
invest in a home than see it torn down, and as such, historic 

preservationists most frequently employ the practice today. 
Detroit has seen several preservation-minded moves in the 
last couple years alone. In April 2019, at the encouragement 
of Preservation Detroit, Wayne State University moved the 
David Mackenzie house across a campus parking lot to clear 
the way for a theater addition; simultaneously, a Dutch Colonial 
in Indian Village was transferred to high cribbing to make way 
for the Parker-Durand apartment complex. Though delayed 
by Covid-19, the 1836 Greek Revival home once occupied by 
Ulysses S. Grant was recently moved over 15 miles to start a 
new life as an interpretive center near Eastern Market.
Only time will tell when and where the next house move will 
occur in Dearborn, but if history is any decent informant of our 
future, we can be sure another will happen at some point we can 
not yet imagine. A house that today sits comfortably loved by 
its owners may one day become our next preservation success 
story, or perhaps homeowners near a future road project will 
demand their investments be moved rather than surrendered 
to eminent domain. Maybe a future mansion won’t be a single 
new build, but 3 old homes shoved together by an imaginative 
architect and willing client. In any case, such a project would 
honor Dearborn’s 150-year relationship with the practice, and 
thanks to social media, would likely be a well-attended event 
discussed across the city for years to come. 

Left Top Row: Ford Home moved from Duvall Elementary site, 22049 Gregory; Peter Theisen’s pioneer homestead, moved to 
29780 Rush, Garden City; Eva Moore's Folk Victorian, moved from Sacred Heart, 22805 Law.

Bottom Row: Keith Howard’s Folk Victorian, 1251 Geneva; Henry Ford's gift to Sarah Reckinger, 22807 Cherry Hill;  two more 
homes moved from Sacred Heart, 21500 Morley and 740 N. Brady (behind). 
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Today, homes moved decades ago stand as solidly as any other, betraying the legacies of the determined and ingenious 
individuals who moved them.  
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Springwells Tribune
by Amanda Ford, Dearborn Historical Museum Archivist
Editor's Note: One of our archivists, Amanda Ford, found this interesting piece in The Springwells Tribune, August 31, 1923. 
It explains the origins of the name of Springwells Township but what is also interesting is that it is a rather fantastic origin 
intertwined with folklore from colonial Detroit: the most famous reference here being the altercation between Antoine de la Mothe 
Cadillac and the Nain Rouge, the “red dwarf” who’s presence foretold the doom of Detroit. Also mentioned are other fantastic 
creatures such as fairies, will-o-the-wisps, and even werewolves. Springwells Township changed its name to Fordson in 1925 and 
then Fordson merged with Dearborn in 1928. It was not until 1929 that the merger was finalized. 

Amanda graduated from the University of Michigan-Dearborn with a B.A. in anthropology and a minor in environmental studies. 
Before attending Wayne State University to pursue my M.A. with a concentration in historical archaeology, she worked and 
interned with many local museums, including the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, the Arab American 
National Museum, the Belle Isle Aquarium, and the Detroit Historical Museum. Amanda’s research interests include death and 
dying, interspecies ethnography, diasporic studies, folklore, and anything that’s peculiar.
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THE DOCENT CORNER

Celebrating: Ann Korinek, Volunteer

The Dearborn Historical Musuem is very proud and extremely grateful for our outstanding volunteers. 

Name: Ann Korinek Volunteer Position: Data Input
Why did you want to volunteer at the Dearborn Historical Museum? 
I was recently retired and was looking for a way to stay active and make new 
friends. It was also an opportunity to give back to the museum and the community 
I have lived in since I was a child. I had art classes there as a child and attended 
Dearborn Porcelain Artists meetings there for many years with my mom.
What has been your favorite volunteer moment so far?
I would have to say volunteering with my granddaughter, April, at museum 
functions like Halloween and “The Teddy Bear Picnic”. It’s a great way to bridge 
the generation gap and teach her the importance of volunteering and just have 
some fun together.
What does volunteering at the Dearborn Historical Museum mean to you?
I’ve always enjoyed learning about the past and I am an avid clock, depression 
glass, and kitchen gadget collector. The staff and volunteers at the museum are 
an inclusive group and make you feel welcome and appreciated. Working with 
people who have the same interest in and passion for volunteering has been 
great. Matt Graff is a very patient teacher of using the database and I’ve learned 
a lot about the city and the artifacts I help catalog.

If you are interested in volunteering at the Dearborn Historical Museum 
like Ann, please contact the museum at 313-565-3000 or Museum@
ci.dearborn.mi.us!

About Ann 
Ann is a collections volunteer with a friendly 

personality and a kind spirit. She is detail 
oriented,and helps us tremendously with collection 
record upkeep by entering data about artifacts into 

Past Perfect. 
Ann loves to give back to her community through 
volunteering, a love that she is sharing with her 

eleven year old granddaughter named April. She is 
someone we can count on, and a true asset to the 

museum. Thank you Ann for all of your hard work!
We appreciate you more than you know!

Ann volunteering by entering collections data into the 
computer using PastPerfect!

Ann and her granddaughter April attending the the Volunteer Brunch last year.
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It really all began in 1918, even though the house wasn’t built for another 20 years. 
My grandfather, Fred Black, and my grandmother, Maude Black, moved from 
Lexington, Kentucky to Detroit, Michigan in 1915, soon after their marriage. 

My grandfather had gotten a job as a salesman for the Whitaker Paper company 
after he graduated from Miami University at Oxford, Ohio. First sent to Lexington, 
Kentucky, after a few months he was promoted to the Detroit office. My grandparents 
rented an upper flat on Tireman (the house is still there today).
One day, in 1918, my grandfather’s manager came to him to say that James Scripps, 
of the Scripps Newspapers and the publisher of the Detroit News, would like to see 
him. When my grandfather reached Mr. Scripps’ office, he met both James Scripps 
and Henry Ford. Henry Ford had been building automobiles with great success for 
fifteen years and was starting to expand his company. Ford had just purchased a local 
Dearborn newspaper, the Dearborn Independent.  He was meeting with James Scripps 
in order to find staff members for his new venture. Scripps had met my grandfather 
previously and had been impressed with the young man’s skills. Henry Ford needed a 
business manager for the newspaper and Scripps had suggested my grandfather.  So, 
my grandfather left the Whitaker Paper Company, and became the business manager 
for the Dearborn Independent at the Fordson Tractor plant in Dearborn.
The Dearborn Independent began publishing in January, 1919.  My grandparents, 
with the addition of my mother born in 1916, remained in the upper flat on Tireman 
and my grandfather commuted to Dearborn via the Interurban Railway.  At the same 
time, Henry Ford began to develop the Ford Homes subdivision for employees 
of his growing company. My grandparents were some of the original owners of a 
model F house on the north side of Nona Avenue. My grandmother used to say that 
there were three prices for the houses: $6,500, $5,500 and $4,500. My grandparents 
borrowed $100 from my grandmother’s stepfather and purchased a $6,500 model. 
Later Grandma would tell me they would lay awake nights worrying about paying 
off the loan.  
After Henry Ford sold the Dearborn Independent in 1927, my grandfather became 
the head of advertising for the Ford Motor Company.  This was about the same time 
Henry Ford began to give property in Dearborn to relatives and employees for new 
houses. Clara Ford’s brother, Roy Bryant, was one of the recipients and built a house 
on Brady Street just south of the present First Presbyterian Church of Dearborn. My 
grandparents were interested in the parcel north of the Bryant’s house. In anticipation 
of the construction of my grandparent’s new house, Henry Ford increased my 
grandfather’s salary. There was only one problem…politics within the Ford Motor 
Company were such that the raise never reached my grandfather’s paycheck. My 
grandfather knew who was responsible for negating the raise, but, of course, could 
not do anything about it. It resulted in several years of very creative excuses from my 
grandparents when Henry or Clara Ford asked them when they were going to start 
building their house.

The House on Cherry Hill
Or Grandma’s House

by Tara Gnau

Editor’s Note: Albert Kahn, foremost Detroit architect of the 1890’s to 1940’s, built what is known as “the smallest of the Kahn houses” in 
the late 1930’s in West Dearborn. Tara Gnau, granddaughter of the original owners, Maude and Fred Black, tells how this came to be. Tara’s 
grandparents have a unique biography and their association with individuals such as James Scripps, Henry Ford and Albert Kahn and the 
design and construction of their house on Cherry Hill makes for interesting reading. Family bios on side panels

Family Bios
Frederick Lee Black — 1890-1972 
Fred Black was born into a large family in Battle 
Creek, Michigan in 1890. His father operated a 
general store and was also a preacher. Fred got 
through his early schooling without learning to 
read by having his mother read his lessons to 
him every night. The next day, he could “read” 
them perfectly in class. The teacher, having 
become suspicious of his reading ability, handed 
him a book he had never seen and which, of 
course, he was not able to read. He dropped 
out of school and went to work in a local silk 
mill. His eyesight began to suffer and he went 
back to high school. He finished four years of 
high school in 2 and a half years and applied to 
Miami University at Oxford, Ohio. He worked 
his way through college by waiting table in 
the dormitories, house sitting, shoveling coal 
for the university furnaces and working in the 
registration office. It was while doing the latter 
that he met Maude Thomas, who had come to 
attend summer school. They were married in 
1916 following Fred’s graduation.

Fred was hired right out of college by the 
Whittaker Paper Company in Lexington, 
Kentucky and was soon transferred to their 
office in Detroit, Michigan. It was there that he 
met Henry Ford. Mr. Ford hired Fred to be the 
business manager of the Dearborn Independent, 
the company’s “media arm.”  Fred held many 
positions within the company including heading 
up the advertising department and developing 
the first major advertising campaign which was 
for the Model A. In addition, he was charged 
with the management of the Henry Ford 
Museum as it was in the process of being built 
and opened. He had a pilot’s license and would 
frequently pay the pilot to allow him to fly the 
Ford Tri-Motor on the Saturday morning mail 
run to Chicago. In 1932, Henry Ford asked 
Fred to assume the management of the Ford 
exhibit at the Chicago World’s Fair for 1933.  It 
was the first of several World’s Fairs in which 
Fred would manage the Ford exhibit. In was 
while working in this capacity that Fred met 
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Finally, in 1937, as the Great Depression was beginning to ease, my grandparents 
began to talk about building a house. They talked with the Fords and discussed the 
plot of property at the corner of Cherry Hill Road and Brady Street. The only houses 
north of the river at that time were the Bryant’s home on Brady and the Deegan Farm 
directly at the east end of Cherry Hill. As my grandfather had worked with Albert 
Kahn on the building of the Ford Rotunda, built for the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair 
(Grandpa designed and managed the exhibit), Kahn was the choice for the architect. 
Grandma had been going through magazines looking at house plans and designs 
and was very interested in American colonial design. She saw a house plan that she 
particularly favored and my grandparents shared it with Mr. Kahn. They discussed 
various modifications to the plan and determined the site for the house.
The house, as originally designed, had 3,000 square feet with a full basement and 
attic. The entire property was just a little less than an acre bordering on what became 
City of Dearborn property when Henry Ford deeded Ford Field over to the City. 
Local builders and suppliers were brought in to complete the job. Because my 
grandfather was fascinated with new technology (he would have loved the 21st 
century!), he had some of the experimental design people at the Ford Motor Company 
give suggestions for new innovations. One, in particular, did not work out.  The 
Ford Motor Company was working on some experimental soybean paint.  After the 
house was built and the family had moved in, my grandfather had the basement floor 
painted with this experimental paint in red. Soon they realized that the paint came 
off on your shoes, which meant you could track it all over the house. I remember that 
we all had to have a separate pair of “basement shoes” that we put on when we went 
downstairs and took off when we came back up. Fortunately, Grandma was able to 
stop the painters before they painted the garage floor with a blue hue of the same 
paint. The basement floor had to be repainted several times to stop the original color 
from bleeding through.
Because my grandfather was so interested in technology, he was an early enthusiast 
of radio. He did some broadcasting for the Ford Motor Company and so, in the design 
for the new house he had one electrical outlet in each room wired for radio. I was 
never really sure how it was meant to work, but it did drive subsequent electricians 
crazy when any electrical work needed to be done. How interesting it was to run a 
house that had some rather non-standard pieces.
When it came to interior design, both of my grandparents were involved. For example, 
my grandfather preferred plain doors and my grandmother preferred paneled doors. 
They compromised – plain doors on the second floor for Grandpa and paneled doors 
on the first floor for Grandma. All of the floors were hardwood and Grandma used 
area rugs in all of the rooms except the living room which had wall-to-wall carpeting. 
Much to my great surprise, after I sold the house, the new owners removed the living 
room carpeting and discovered a beautifully designed hardwood floor. Why Grandma 
covered it up I will never know. All of the bathroom tiling was done with Pewabic 
tile, though it did not have all of the glazes that the earlier tiles had.
There were several things that Grandma regretted in the design of the house. When 
I was young, Grandma often said she should have followed Albert Kahn’s advice 
and hired a separate kitchen architect/designer. Grandma felt that since she had been 
working in a kitchen most of her life, she was perfectly able to design a kitchen. 
Wrong…the kitchen was big but poorly laid out and not a bit efficient. Another regret 
was not putting a permanent staircase up to the attic.  We had a pull-down ladder in the 
upstairs hall. One day when a repairman was doing some work the stairs collapsed. 
Fortunately, he was able to catch himself and drop to the floor without injury.
The house had five bedrooms and four bathrooms. As was common at the time in a 
large house, my grandparents had adjoining bedrooms and separate bathrooms. My 
grandmother’s bathroom had only a bathtub…..she hated a shower. My grandfather’s 
bedroom, which became my room in 1967, had only an amazing shower. I still long 

world renowned architect Albert Kahn who a 
few years later would design a house for Fred 
and his wife Maude.

When World War II broke out, Fred was 
asked to manage the Willow Run facility, but 
Fred declined.  He accepted an advertising 
position with Nash Kelvinator and continued 
his career there until his retirement in the 
late 1950”s, by which time the company had 
become American Motors. Fred was hired as 
a professor of advertising by the University 
of Michigan’s business school. In the early 
1960s, the University of Michigan had formed 
a partnership with the National University of 
Taiwan and Fred was sent to Taipei for two years 
to teach advertising.  He returned to the United 
States in 1963 and retired to Sedona, Arizona 
with his second wife, Ruth Crane Black. He died 
of coronary heart disease in 1972.  

Maude Thomas Black — 1893-1982  
Maude Black was born in the very small town of 
Gunpowder Creek, Kentucky. Her family moved 
frequently, as her mother had been widowed just 
before Maude was born. She spent much of her 
early life in Kentucky towns on the other side 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. Maude began her college 
education at Moore’s Hill College in Indiana 
(later incorporated into the University of 
Evansville). While attending Miami University 
at Oxford, Ohio she met her future husband, 
Fred Black, at registration. They were married 
in 1916 and first lived in Lexington, Kentucky 
until Fred’s transfer to Detroit.

After Fred was hired by Henry Ford, he and 
Maude moved into one of the first Ford homes 
on Nona Avenue in Dearborn, Michigan. Maude 
settled into the life of a corporate wife, mother 
and active member of Dearborn’s social life. She 
soon became involved at the TenEyck Memorial 
Methodist Episcopal Church, with the Garden 
Club of Dearborn and in the Dearborn Study 
Club. When Henry Ford started the revival of 
“old-fashioned dances,” Maude became one of 
his favorite dance partners.

When their only daughter, Joyce, married in 
1939, the house on Cherry Hill, which had just 
been completed, became the center of family 
celebrations for a very large and extended 
family—Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners 
frequently included over 20 people. In 1949, 
Fred and Maude divorced and their first 
grandchild, Tara, was born a few weeks later.  
Maude continued to live in the house on Cherry 
Hill, though she had to rent out rooms in order 
to make ends meet. 

In 1966, Joyce was diagnosed with throat 
cancer and after she died, Tara and her brother, 
Michael, came to live with Maude in Dearborn. 
Maude’s health suffered after the passing 
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for that shower with jets coming from several directions. It was very relaxing at the 
end of a long day or invigorating at the beginning of a hard day. My grandmother’s 
bedroom faced Cherry Hill, which, when they designed the house, was fine. However, 
after the area was subdivided during the 1950s, the traffic noise at night sometimes 
interfered with sleeping. My grandfather’s room was on the back…little night noise 
apart from the wildlife along the river and, when it became my room, noise from Ford 
Field. My mother’s room, though she only lived in the house for a few months before 
she married my father, was also at the back of the house.  She shared a bathroom 
with the guest room at the front. The back bedroom, or the maid’s room, was over the 
garage. That bathroom had the standard black and white hexagonal tile of the period 
– very different from the other three.  
The dining room had a call button on the floor, as did several other areas of the house. 
If you stepped on the call button or pressed a wall button it buzzed in the kitchen 
to summon the maid. And, yes, when my grandparents first lived there, they had a 
maid. She did not live in, though there were occasions when she spent the night if 
a party went well into the night. Another piece of that house that I still miss is the 
linen closet. It was huge with double doors across the top shelves and ample drawers 
below. In the middle, a shelf could be pulled out to sort sheets and towels.
In addition to the living room on the first floor, there was a formal dining room, 
kitchen pantry and library. My grandfather was a book love. I have come by it 
honestly. The library functioned as our family room. The room was cozy with its 
book-lined walls and easy chairs. While Grandma had painted the rest of the walls in 
the house, my grandfather had selected pickled oak for the library. Pickled oak is a 
technique where a light coat of paint is put on wood and then wiped off. The pickled 
oak mirrored the faded paint look on the exterior. Grandma argued with the painters 
when she told them she did not want permanent white paint on the house. She wanted 
a “weathered” look.  It took many years to achieve the look she wanted, but when I 
sold the house many people wanted to know why we hadn’t had the exterior painted.  
The gardens and yard were wonderful. Grandpa loved growing vegetables (his fights 
with the rabbits were legendary) and Grandma enjoyed all kinds of flowers. One of 
our standard birthday gifts for Grandma was a rosebush. She had quite a rose garden. 
When my brother and I were young and visiting Grandma during the summer, I 
remember games of cowboys and Indians, tag, croquet and badminton. The Fourth of 
July was always a big occasion. We were up early that day to move all of the garbage 
cans across the foot of the driveway to keep the fireworks viewers from parking in our 
driveway. One year, someone decided to park on our front lawn. Grandma called the 
police and the car was towed away. Later we watched from the upstairs hall window 
as the car’s owner arrived to find it gone. It was before the days of mobile phones. 
That family was really stuck. While we enjoyed the fireworks from the backyard (by 
the time I was a teen we had to watch from my grandmother’s bathroom window) 
there was always the fear of live sparks landing on the cedar shake roof and starting 
a fire.  That continues to be a concern for the neighborhood when fireworks are used 
at Homecoming or any other special occasion.
The holidays were my grandparent’s favorite times. I do not quite remember when 
the combined families were so large that the dining room table had to be pulled 
out into the entrance hall to accommodate everyone. My earliest holiday memories 
include my parents, my younger brother, Mike (in a highchair), my grandmother and 
a few assorted aunts, uncles and cousins. We fit nicely around the table.  As a child, 
of course, Christmas was my favorite holiday. Grandma went all out decorating the 
house. There were two trees; one in the living room and one in the upstairs hall 
window. In addition, Grandma had grown a dozen orange trees from seeds. Those 
trees were about six feet tall and Grandma decorated them with plain gold/orange 
glass balls that had a green grosgrain bow tied on the top.  

of Joyce. In 1974, she began to suffer small 
cerebral hemorrhages and in 1976, a major 
stroke caused a fall in which she broke her 
left hip. Maude was able to stay at home with 
her granddaughter and daytime nursing care 
until 1980, by which time she had developed 
significant dementia. She entered a nursing 
home where she died in 1982.

Tara Black Gnau — 1949- 
Tara Gnau was born in Detroit, Michigan to 
Joyce and Arthus Gnau in 1949. In 1950, the 
family moved to a farm in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
but moved back to Detroit in 1958 after Arthur, 
a professor of music at the University of Detroit, 
found the commute too difficult. Tara graduated 
from Cooley High School in 1967 and began 
attending Albion College. She graduated in 
1971 from Albion with a bachelor’s degree 
in history and English. Though certified as a 
secondary level teacher of social studies, Tara 
was not able to find a teaching position. In July, 
1972, she was hired by the City of Dearborn as 
Curator of Education at the Dearborn Historical 
Museum.  While there, she became involved 
in many community activities in addition to 
writing articles for the Dearborn Historian and 
introducing many Dearborn children and adults 
to Dearborn’s rich history.

In 1983, during an economic downturn, Tara 
was transferred to the Department of Libraries 
by the City with the understanding that she 
would attain her master’s degree in Library 
Science. She became the children’s librarian at 
the Bryant Branch Library a few weeks later. 
In 1989, Tara was promoted to a supervisory 
position and became the Branch manager at the 
Esper Library. In 1993, she was transferred to 
Snow Branch Library as Branch manager. In 
2001, Tara received a promotion into library 
Administration. In addition to her traditional 
librarian role, Tara became the on-camera 
spokesperson for the libraries on the City of 
Dearborn’s local TV channel, CDTV, authored 
several successful federal grants promoting ESL 
literacy efforts and supervised several major 
building renovation projects for the Dearborn 
libraries.

Upon her retirement in 2008 Tara became 
a tireless volunteer in numerous community 
activities, including the annual AAUW book 
sale, the First United Methodist Church 
choir, the Dearborn Community Chorus and 
finally, returning to her roots, helping with the 
education program at the Dearborn Historical 
Museum. Currently she enjoys traveling with 
her partner, Pete Larson, reading and trying to 
cope with the restrictions of COVID-19.
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Over the years, the family became smaller. My grandparents were divorced in 1949.  My father became ill in 1960 and had to be 
hospitalized. In the spring of 1966, my mother was diagnosed with throat cancer and she died on New Year’s Eve. My brother and 
I moved in with Grandma. In 1972, my brother left for Colorado to seek his fortune and has called the west coast home ever since. 
In 1976, my grandmother had a stroke which pretty well decreased her mobility. In 1980, it became clear that she needed more help 
than I, even with home health care, could provide. She went into a nursing home and my brother and 
I proceeded to put the house on the market.
At the first open house in the late spring, my realtor advised me that I should go away for the afternoon. 
I came home from church and prepared to go shopping. The open house was scheduled to start at 2 
p.m. and last until 6. At one o’clock the line of people on the front walk stretched to the sidewalk. The 
realtor was frantically trying to find extra agents to help and I stayed. I have no idea how many people 
came that afternoon, but we did not usher the last of our guests out until almost 8 p.m.  
The house on Cherry Hill, or what we always thought of as Grandma’s house, was great fun for 
two kids growing up in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.  I remember epic ping pong games in the basement 
recreation room, decorating the Christmas trees and Grandma teaching me to cook.  After I sold the 
house and all of the many alterations were made to it, many people came to me and said: “What are 
they doing to your house?”  My standard reply was: “It’s not my house anymore.”  Sometimes it was 
hard. There was a period when taking Cherry Hill to Brady was the shortest route to work. However, 
I would go down Military to Michigan to avoid driving by the house. But, of course, my memories of 
the house are still alive and subsequent owners have and are making many memories there.

Front Entrance Hall Dining Room with Mrs. Black’s nurse, Jane Grandma’s Bedroom

Guest Room Library Living Room

Maid’s Room Upstairs Hall Backyard

Maude Black, Joyve Black 
Gnau, and Fred Black at Joyce’s 

wedding in 1931The House on Cherry Hill Or Grandma’s House in pictures:
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MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN ENDOWMENT FUND INFORMATION
All donations are tax-deductible.

Gifts can be made in cash, checks, stocks, bonds, and other 
assets as well as by a will. Checks should be payable to the 
Museum Guild of Dearborn, noting the Endowment on the 
memo line.
Checks and pledges can be mailed to:

Museum Guild of Dearborn
2617 Burns Street

Dearborn, MI  48124
For more information, contact the Museum Guild of 

Dearborn at 313-363-3560.

If you would like to help us ensure the future of the Dearborn 
Historical Museum and its programs through a donation to the 
Museum Guild of Dearborn Endowment, please complete this 
form and return it to the Museum Guild:

Name:__________________________________________

Address:________________________________________

City:___________________________________________

State: _______________Zip Code: __________________

Telephone:______________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________

I would like to contribute $_________________________
to the Museum Guild Endowment.

Thank you

Dearborn Historical Museum
Calendar of Events

The following events are tentatively scheduled, but will only happen depending on he status of the pandemic 
and when it has been deemed safe to have events again.

  DECEMBER (TENTATIVE)

TBD: Virtual Lecture (will be repeated on CDTV)
 5: Victorian Christmas Open House
 5: Museum’s 70th Birthday Party
 11: Brewery Tour (Special Members Event)

Call 313-565-3000 for more information.
Donations cheerfully accepted.
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Treasures from the Gift Shop

If you are interested in any of the items you see here, please call the Museum at 
313-565-3000 or visit us at 915 Brady Street.

Vintage Tea Set $50 
Vintage pewter tea set made in Holland by 

Royal Holland. Tea set includes tea pot, cof-fee 
pot, sugar bowl, creamer, and tray.

Vintage Model Cars $3 
Antique model cars and wagons with horses, 

made in England and Hong Kong.

Cut Glass Cruet $5
Small cut-glass cruet with flower design. No 

chips, glass in great condition.

Porcelain Dolls $20
Hamilton Collection Porcelain Dolls 

with boxes and accessories

Assorted Jewelry $2-$3
Assorted costume jewelry including 

necklaces, earnings, bracelets, 
and pins.

Win a Quilt!
The Dearborn Historical Museum is hosting a quilt raffle 

throughout the spring and summer. Proceeds from this raffle 
will be used to support the museum. Tickets are $1 each, or 

$5 for 6. There will be three winners, a 1st place, a 2nd 
place, and a 3rd place. Tickets can be purchased inside the 

museum office. The drawing will take place on 
December 5, 2020 at the Victorian Christmas Open House 

which will take place at the Commandant's Quarters.
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Thank you for preserving the wonderful history of Dearborn!

28

Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002

28

Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJ

(Free) 7 p.m.
Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

28    Banjo Concert (Free) 1 p.m.
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

(313) 278-4870

Village
 PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark        22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
 Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)

Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

rch
25 

6 p.m.

Historical Commission Meeting

25

Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross 

For more information ca

JJJJJJJJJJJJJ

April istory (Free) 7 p.m.
25    Historical Com ssion Meeting 6 p.m.
28    Banjo Concert (Free) 1 p.m.

9    e Appraisal Clinic

10 a.m.-4 p.m.

          (313) 278-4870

Village
 PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark       22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)   

ission Meeting 6 p.m.

Ma
sure Bazaar    10 a.m.-3 p.m.

sion Meeting 6 p.m.

27 Historical Commission Meeti

Former Councilman
City of Dearborn

*

NOVEMBER (TENTATIVE)

DECEMBER (TENTATIVE)

.

221755 Michigan Ave. Dearborn, MI  48124
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Congratulations to the Dearborn Historical 
Museum as it celebrates 70 years of 

preserving Dearborn’s history. 

I am happy to support this longstanding source 
of pride in our community.

Mayor John O’Reilly, Jr.
City of Dearborn

70 years. 
That’s about 210 

oil changes.
We congratulate the Dearborn Historical Museum  

for 70 years of preserving history for Greater Detroit 
and the world.

DEARBORN
HISTORICAL

MUSEUM

20-PR-0135
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LES STANFORD CADILLAC
LOCATION

21711 Michigan Avenue

Dearborn, MI

48124

SALES

855.218.6880

Mon & Thurs 9am-8pm

Tue, Wed &Fri 9am-6pm

SERVICE

313.565.6500

Mon & Thurs 7am-7pm

Tue, Wed & Fri 7am-6pm

©2016 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®
LesStanfordCadillac.com

EXPERIENCE A CADILLAC 
FOR YOURSELF 

WE HAVE A VEHICLE FOR EVERYONE
ONLY AT 

Whether you are looking for the best-selling
Equinox or the mid-engine Corvette, we have it all

and everything in between.

www.LesStanford.com n 21730 Michigan Avenue n 313.565.6000
Open M & Th 9a-8p; Tu, W & F 9a-6p

LES STANFORD

{    23    }

Mr. B: They had a sawmill or something?
Mr. D: Penhale had a lumberyard in where the two story 
building was, in the middle there. The rest was all Town Hall, 
at least as far as I know.

Mr. B: When you were a boy, did you walk into a tunnel 
that was supposed to have been there?
Mr. D: I never could find that. They say it used to run from 
there to the Ross Museum….I don’t know whether it’s true 
or not. That used to be the Powder House (at what is now 
915 Brady St.).

The barracks of the Arsenal (shown on the left in 1868). 
This structure was razed to make room for the building of 
Salisbury School (built in 1916), located on the northwest 
corner of Garrison and Monroe.

The Dearborn Historical Museum 
needs your help in documenting the 

pandemic experience we have all 
been living through.

What are we seeking?

Anything from objects to photographs to documents. It may be a diary you have 
kept through the epidemic. Masks and ventilators are also potential artifacts. 

Stories are also important to us, so if you would like to record an oral history of 
your experience through this unique time, we would like to talk to you. If you 

can help us with this endeavor, please call us at 313-565-3000.

END of Part 1. Part 2 focuses on the Ross family 
and other well-known Dearborn residents. 
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that was supposed to have been there?
Mr. D: I never could find that. They say it used to run from 
there to the Ross Museum….I don’t know whether it’s true 
or not. That used to be the Powder House (at what is now 
915 Brady St.).

The barracks of the Arsenal (shown on the left in 1868). 
This structure was razed to make room for the building of 
Salisbury School (built in 1916), located on the northwest 
corner of Garrison and Monroe.

The Dearborn Historical Museum 
needs your help in documenting the 

pandemic experience we have all 
been living through.

What are we seeking?

Anything from objects to photographs to documents. It may be a diary you have 
kept through the epidemic. Masks and ventilators are also potential artifacts. 

Stories are also important to us, so if you would like to record an oral history of 
your experience through this unique time, we would like to talk to you. If you 

can help us with this endeavor, please call us at 313-565-3000.

END of Part 1. Part 2 focuses on the Ross family 
and other well-known Dearborn residents. 
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Al Ameer
12710 W Warren Avenue, Dearborn, MI

Arab American National Museum
13624 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

Benihana

Best Western Greenfield Inn
3000 Enterprise Drive, Allen Park, MI

Cherry Hill Barber Shop
23914 Cherry Hill Street, Dearborn, MI

Dearborn Country Club
800 N Military Street, Dearborn, MI

Dearborn Hills Golf Course
1300 S. Telegraph Road, Dearborn, MI 48124

Dearborn Ice Skating Center
14900 Ford Road, Dearborn, MI

Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
15801 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

Harbor Freight Tools
22541 Newman Street, Dearborn, MI

HarmonyTown Chorus
36660 Cherry Hill Road, Westland, MI

Little Caesars Pizza

M Cantina
13214 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

Manno Clothing & Tailoring
23810 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

Mexican Fiesta
24310 Ford Road, Dearborn Heights, MI

Mint 29
22000 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

Nichols Ski Shop
21938 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

San Francisco 49ers

Senate Coney Island
3345 Greenfield Road, Dearborn, MI

Tim Hortons
21203 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI

THANK YOU!

We hope  that  you  wi l l  support  bus inesses  that  support  loca l  h is tory .
For  more  informat ion  on  our  b ir thday  fundra iser ,  v i s i t  www.thedhm.com/birthday/

The Dearborn Historical Museum would like to thank the following
organizations for their support of our 70th birthday fundraiser

Major Event Sponsor
21730 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, Michigan

2000 Westwood Street, Dearborn, MI
An original sponsor of the 1950 Cavalcade of Dearborn

6440 N Hix Rd, Westland, MI
An original sponsor of the 1950 Cavalcade of Dearborn

Major Event Sponsor

2000 N Telegraph, Dearborn, MI

2027 S Telegraph, Dearborn, MI
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Jamie Croskey
Matthew Graff

Marguerite Baumgardner
Mason Christensen

Mary Hope Bandyke
Rabih Bazzi
Mary M. Bugeia
David L. Good

Nancy A. Hubbard
Jerry Olson 

Mohamed Sion
Michael (Jack) Tate

Andrew Kercher,  Assistant  Chief Curator 

L. Glenn O'Kray, Chair
Karen L. Krepps, Vice Chair

Kathlene (KiKi) Rodgers, Recording Secretary
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Mohamed Sion
Michael (Jack) Tate

Andrew Kercher,  Assistant  Chief Curator 

L. Glenn O'Kray, Chair
Karen L. Krepps, Vice Chair

Kathlene (KiKi) Rodgers, Recording Secretary

David Bazzy
Robert A. Abraham

Erin K. Byrnes
Leslie C. Herrick

Brian C. O’Donnell

MAYOR
John B. O’Reilly, Jr.

CITY COUNCIL

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

HISTORICAL MUSEUM STAFF

Susan A. Dabaja
President

Michael T. Sareini
President Pro Tem

Bricklayer   $25

Pioneer Family   $50

Ribbon Farmer   $75

Historian   $100

Commandant  $200

Free Admission
Enjoy & Learn
Through Your
Heritage... Today

Jonathon D. Stanton, Chair
Karen Lee Krepps, Vice Chair

L. Glenn O’Kray, Recording Secretary
Hassan Bazzi

Mary M. Bugeia
Mariya Fogarasi

David L. Good
Jerry Olson

Mohamed A. Sion
Michael (Jack) Tate
Ian D. Tomashik

William Hackett (Emeritus)

  

All membership levels include a subscription 
to The Dearborn Historian

Membership levels (please check one)
 � Bricklayer  $25
 � Pioneer Family  $50
 � Ribbon Farmer  $75
 � Historian  $100
 � Commandant  $200

 � Yes! I would like to support the 
Dearborn Historical Museum through 
a gift to the Annual Fund.

p$50    p$25    p$10    pOther_____

Annual Membership Pass Application

Amanda Ford

Michael (Jack) Tate, Acting Chief  Curator
Paul Talpos

Matthew Graff
Mason Christensen

Tyler Moll
Loren Harvey
Amanda Ford
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Mayor
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