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Dearborn Historical Museum Gift Shop

The Ford Homes: 
Assembling a 
Neighborhood
$30.00

This book originally began as a visual 
presentation of the exteriors of homes. 
However, as the author continued the 
process of putting this together, he found 
that the outside only showed part of the 
story. People are the other necessary 

ingredient in a book celebrating the centenary of this area’s 
existence. Not only was it appropriate to include pictures of families 
but it was also necessary to tell some stories of the homes and the 
people who live here and have lived here.

When ordering 5 or more books, price will be discounted to $25 
dollars per book.

Before Fair Lane
$30.00

Dearborn is enriched by a history of its 
people and the homes in which they have 
lived. Our most notable resident, Henry 
Ford, had a castle he named Fair Lane, 
which provides the reference point in 
the title of this book. While the rest of 
the city’s populace did not approach the 
wealth of our homegrown automotive 
magnate, many of them had delightful 

homes in which they took respite not only in Henry Ford’s day but 
also in the years preceding him. Some of the homes features in 
this book are masterpieces of design. Others are humble, but each 
remains for its inhabitants a place of shelter and comfort.

This book is meant to preserve images of homes that exist today 
but might in the future be torn down for new homes. This book is 
also meant to provide reminders of those homes that are long gone 
but reflect a sense of “Old Dearborn.” There are some interesting 
stories as well.

Lost Dearborn
$22.00

Throughout its existence, Dearborn 
has been a pioneer settlement, a 
multicultural hub, a college town, a major 
tourism center and a world-renowned 
industrial city. Unfortunately, due to a 
variety of factors, significant structures 

have been lost to time. Almost all of the eleven U.S. Arsenal complex 
buildings have disappeared since the arsenal was closed in 1875. 
The hallways of the Edison School and Oxford School still live on in 
the hearts of their students but were razed long ago. Even beloved 
edifices such as the Ford Rotunda and the Ford Motor Company 
Administration building, built by Dearborn’s favorite son, Henry 
Ford, are now only a memory. Author Craig E. Hutchison endeavors 
to immortalize the important foundational building blocks of an 
evolving city.

Dearborn, Michigan
A History of the Area and 
the People
$21.99

Located on the banks of the Rouge 
River just ten miles from Detroit, the city 
of Dearborn began as a humble pioneer 
settlement in the 1780s. Over the course 
of two centuries, it has developed into a 

close-knit community, a college town, a major tourism center, and 
a world-famous industrial city. Through an impressive collection of 
photographs drawn from the Dearborn Historical Museum, Images 
of America: Dearborn, Michigan documents the influential people, 
places, and events that have shaped Dearborn’s rich history. This 
book traces Dearborn’s spirit of innovation through engaging 
glimpses of the 19th century U.S. Arsenal, the historic River Rouge 
Plant, Mayor Hubbard’s lasting influence, and the legacy of Henry 
Ford. From the European settlers who first settled on the banks of 
the Rouge, to the streets, buildings, and schools that were named 
for them, Dearborn is revealed as a vibrant urban community with 
a strong sense of civic pride.

The Bark Covered 
House
$7.95

A graphic and thrilling description of 
real pioneer life in the wilderness of 
Michigan. Written by William Nowlin, 
one of the pioneers who came to the 
area with his family from  the Hudson 
Valley in 1834. The struggles and 
hardships of life in the woods, noted 
by isolation and the need to be self-
sufficient, are colorfully portrayed.

Own one of our best sellers below by visiting our website at thedhm.com 
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Greetings from the Editor
Craig Hutchison

Join us in celebrating this milestone by supporting the DHM in order to keep 
local history alive for years to come. Donations can be made via one of the 
options below. Thank you for supporting local history programming.
• Online- Click on the “Click Here to Donate!” button on this web page and 

your payment will be processed using Paypal.
• By Phone – Call us at 313-565-3000 and we will process your payment 

over the phone. 
• By Mail or In-Person – Please make checks out to The Museum Guild of 

Dearborn, and mail them or bring them to 915 S. Brady Street, Dearborn, 
MI 48124

Well, here we are entering a new year. There can be no doubt 
that 2020 will go down in history as one of the more unique 
and challenging years at least in the past generation or two. 
Lives have been impacted in ways no one would have imagined 
12 months ago. The staff at the Dearborn Historical Museum 
(DHM) wishes you a safe and happy 2021 and a hope that we 
see an end to this pandemic very soon and a return to normalcy.  

There is good news to report in terms of Museum operations. 
The following statement was issued by Museum leadership just 
after the new year began:

The Dearborn Historical Museum reopened its doors on 
Monday, January 4th. Visitors and volunteers are asked 
to call the Museum ahead of time at 313-565-3000 to 
schedule their visit and are reminded to please wear a mask 
at all times while in any of the Museum buildings. Group 
meetings of ten or fewer people are now allowed and can 
be scheduled for the meeting room of the McFadden-Ross 
House. With restrictions related to the pandemic expected 
to be relaxed this spring and summer, the DHM staff are 
looking forward to welcoming more visitors and resuming 
our usual programming in the near future. 

While the above statement is a move in a positive direction, 
keep in mind that Museum staff continue to adapt to changing 
circumstances, making historical resources come to life virtually, 
broadcasting its usual monthly lectures on City of Dearborn 
television, and modifying events to be held safely when possible. 
New online content is being added on a regular basis, which can 
be accessed at thedhm.com. The public can remain informed on 
any changes to our schedule via our website or by calling the 
Museum at 313-565-3000.

This special issue is dedicated to celebrating the 70th anniversary 
of the Museum’s establishment. It was in 1950 that the 
Commandant’s Quarters of the Detroit Arsenal was designated 
as the Dearborn Historical Museum. To celebrate, a significant 
event called the Cavalcade of Dearborn was planned and 
executed over a period of three days, October 12th through 14th. 
Numerous activities happened over the three-day period which 
culminated with a huge parade of floats each depicting a different 
aspect of area history and then a dedication of the Museum 
itself. It is estimated that 30,000 people attended. This issue 
highlights this exciting beginning and marks what the DHM has 
meant to generations. As pointed out in the following pages, the 
mission of the Museum has remained the same and, in fact, has 
expanded as the staff looks to preserve and tell the stories related 
to Dearborn’s past. Join us in celebrating this milestone.
One way you can help us celebrate the DHM’s 70th Anniversary 
is to participate in our fundraiser. Due to the negative impact 
of the pandemic, we need your support. Please consider a 
donation supporting the Museum’s free or low-cost educational 
programming as well as continued efforts to restore the DHM’s 
three historic structures. Spread the word about our memberships 
which are very reasonable and available for purchase online. We 
also have institutional memberships for area businesses. Your 
support is appreciated and needed at all times, but especially 
now. As always, I encourage you to email me at my address 
below with feedback or topic ideas. Regularly visit thedhm.
com for more information on upcoming events and Museum 
happenings. If you have any questions, please feel free to email 
me at craigehutchison@gmail.com.

Dear Readers,

Happy Reading

http://thedhm.com
mailto:craigehutchison@gmail.com
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EYEWITNESS	TO	MUSEUM	HISTORY
Chief	Curator	Jack	Tate	Remembers	

Keystone Event
Editor’s Note: This interview was conducted by Paul Talpos, Assistant Chief Curator of the Dearborn Historical Museum (DHM). 
Jack Tate, the Chief Curator of the DHM, provides a first-hand account of the Calvalcade of Dearborn, the event that served as 
the official dedication of the Museum. The Museum’s first building dates back to the 1830s and was known as the Commandant’s 
Quarters of the United States Arsenal at Dearbornville. The structure also holds the distinction of being the oldest building in 
Dearborn still standing on its original site. Jack was nine years old when the dedication took place and provides readers with a 
view of the event known as the Calvalcade of Dearborn.

About Jack Tate: For over sixty years, Jack Tate has poured his time and energy into the Dearborn 
Historical Museum. From being a member of the Dearborn Junior Historians to serving on the 
Historical Commission to his most recent role as Chief Curator, Jack has seen the Museum 
change over the decades, and he has been instrumental in its evolution over the past several 
years. Growing up in Dearborn, Jack’s family has deep ties to the area. His grandfather served 
in the Detroit Fire Department and his father was a member of the Dearborn Fire Department. 
After serving in the Army, Jack moved on to a career in manufacturing at Detroit Diesel. The 
administrative and business experience he gained while working there has proven instrumental 
to his current position at the Dearborn Historical Museum.
Since his appointment as Chief Curator in 2012, Jack has gathered the support of a growing 
number of dedicated volunteers working on projects as far ranging as maintaining the Museum’s 
antique automobile collection to assisting with a variety of events and fundraising programs. 
“I think I’m a plain Joe that was asked to do a job,” Jack says,” and I’m going to do it to the 
best of my ability.” When asked about the Museum’s accomplishments since becoming Curator, 
Jack stresses that the people working with him deserve the credit. Those who have observed 
the movements at the Museum in recent years recognize that Jack’s leadership has been just as 

essential in revitalizing the Museum. From representing the Museum at hundreds of official City meetings to recruiting hands-on 
help with the collections or at major events throughout the year, Jack has led by example. On the occasion of the institution’s 70th 
anniversary, the Museum has recently completed two highly successful fundraisers, and is continuing to generate new ideas for 
virtual content, events, major building repairs, and increased membership. The Museum has now existed as a representative of 
Dearborn history for 70 years and Jack Tate has been there every step of the way.

P: We are talking about the early days of the Dearborn Historical Museum and the Cavalcade of Dearborn. Do you remember 
the first time you heard about the Dearborn Historical Museum or the Cavalcade of Dearborn?
J: Well, it would be the Cavalcade of Dearborn because everybody was talking about it coming up. And at the time I was nine years 
old so the big day arrived and I got up there early and I was standing on the corner of Michigan and Monroe by what you guys today 
remember as the Dearborn Music Shop, now the restaurant [Mint 29]. I stood there 
and I couldn’t imagine all of the people who were gathering, it was just a huge 
crowd [crowd size estimated at 30,000]. I remember seeing Governor [G. Mennen 
“Soapy”] Williams arrive and for a nine year old, he was a giant of a man. I met him 
many years later and boy, he shrunk or something. It was a great day. The Dearborn 
High band was playing ahead of time where everybody was gathering. There were 
quite a few speeches. The Commandant’s Quarters was open to the public for the 
first time as a museum. And the police department still had a precinct on the west 
side of the building, the first floor and a jail in the basement. The museum had the 
east side of the first floor and the whole second floor and had a beautiful display 
on the second floor based on the history of Dearborn from the Native Americans 
right up to the present. It was a fantastic display. After the speeches and everything 
else came the parade. I didn’t think it was ever going to end and I didn’t want it to 
end. I mean, there were depictions of all kinds of things from Dearborn’s history. 

Dearborn Historical Museum 
Chief Curator Jack Tate

Looking down Michigan Avenue during the 
Cavalcade of Dearborn. An estimated 30,000 

people attended the event.
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We had dancers on platforms, we had a log cabin coming down 
the street. All the various service clubs, everything else had floats 
on it and people dressed up in costumes. It was just an amazing, 
amazing event. And more bands than I could count. 
P: Did you have any particular memories of the floats or were 
there any that stood out to you?
J: Well the ones that stood out to me were the pioneers with the log 
cabin on the float. And then the various ethnic clubs in Dearborn 
like the Germans and the Polish had huge floats with stages on 
them and people in their native costumes dancing as they rode 
down the street. I couldn’t get over the number of bands! You 
would have a few floats, then another band. I would say that the 
parade lasted a good hour. And I was looking for more, as a nine 
year old.
P: Did the museum open after the parade?
J: Yes
P: Did you visit that first day?
J: I walked through it, yes. There were no partitions then, other than—well today, if you went in the Commandant’s Quarters you 
would see the lady’s bedroom. That was partitioned off, the rest of the second floor was all open in one huge display. Just to walk 
through it, it was well-done and even had wording in the different displays and signs that I could understand as a nine-year-old. It 
was just a wonderful event and display.
P: On the ground floor, not the basement, but the ground floor was half police precinct?
J: Yes, the western half was the precinct and there were also displays on the eastern half of the first floor in the two rooms there.
P: Do you know how long the police precinct was there while it was still a museum?
J: It was still there in 1953, I can tell you that. I’m not sure how much longer than that. Actually, half of the area the police had in 
1950 was given back to the museum and they kept what is now the front room on the east side of the building where the model of 
the arsenal is now displayed. And they still had the jails in the basement.
P: Was there anything else in the basement or was it all police?
J: It was the police department and the boiler room. You must remember back then when they first opened and for years before 
it, the front half of the basement was a men’s and women’s restroom open to the public. So, half the basement was taken up with 
those two restrooms.
P: I never knew that. What are some other exhibits that you remember from 
the early days of the museum?
J: That’s hard to say because first of all, after it opened, I didn’t go back until late 
1952 or 1953 after my grandfather had passed away. He was active in local politics, a 
member of the township board of supervisors and justice of the peace for the Village of 
Dearborn for two terms. After he passed away, my mother had some of his documents 
and she sent me to take them over to the museum. Mr. Barbie and Mr. Balmond were 
there and I’m trying to remember the name of the secretary, she was a great lady, but 
I can’t remember her name right now. They got me interested and I came over quite 
often and was helping them. Mr. Johnson came in as the curator I think in 1955 and 
I asked him what about having a youth club here? And he thought that was a great 
idea and that was the start of the Dearborn Junior Curators Association, later known 
as the Dearborn Junior Historians. We got that going and believe it or not, we had 
almost 30 members at one time. They gave us jobs to do. We cleaned, brushed up 
things, we learned a lot about the history and Dearborn and we took field trips to the 
Detroit Historical Museum, [Mr. Johnson] arranged a field trip to the Henry Ford as 
we call it today, it was the Edison Institute then, to see how they prepared exhibits and 
conserved artifacts. Then when we got the Ross House, the kids helped clean out the 
barns, everything that was in them, we cleaned, washed, saddle soaped the harness, 
in one building that was the grainery under the Ross family, the chaff from harvesting 
the grain was probably a foot deep to the floor. They had the junior curators sift it 

 Float titled To the Banks of the Rouge River depicting life when the 
best highways were rivers. In this scene, the float is rolling past the 

Commandant’s Quarters, soon to be the Dearborn Historical Museum, on 
Michigan Avenue.

A group of Junior Curators in the 1970s. On the 
far right is present Chief Curator Jack Tate.
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through a screen to make sure there were no artifacts in the chaff. 
And there were quite a few [artifacts in the chaff]. And there was a 
fanning mill there which we still have at the museum today.
P: What year was it that you first became involved with the 
junior curators?
J: It would be 1955. And then you asked about exhibits, the one 
that sticks to my mind after that, I can’t remember if it was one 
year or two years, but Mr. Johnson arranged to have a model of 
the United States’ first satellite on display and that opened up just 
a number of days or weeks after the Russians put their Sputnik 
[satellite] up. And I think that was probably the largest number of 
visitors the museum ever had when that was here.
P: Compared to when the Commandant’s Quarters opened as 
a museum, what was it like when the Ross House opened as a 
museum a couple of years later?
J: The Ross House opened in 1956. When we first got in here, Mr. 
Barbie and Mr. Balmond were here then. There was no such thing 
as the Junior Curators then, but like I said I was hanging around. I 
used to come over here every night and ride around and make sure 
that everything was alright. Mrs. Ross wanted this to be more of 
a farm museum than anything else because it was the last intact 
farmstead in the city where all of the out-buildings and equipment 
were still here. Unfortunately, the historical commission at the 
time decided that was not a good idea and everything was torn 
down except for the McFadden-Ross House itself.
P: Was there a big ceremony to mark the Ross House opening 
as a museum?
J: Yes, it started at the Commandant’s Quarters and then there was 
a parade—very small compared to the Cavalcade—down Monroe 
and then to Garrison and Garrison to the Ross House. And then 
the dignitaries all came down and they cut the ribbon to go in the 
building. [The ribbon] was actually a spider web and the scissors 
cut the spider web to go into the building.
P: Why was it a spider web?
J: Mr. Johnson thought it was a history place, not a modern place 
so he felt because history is old, it would be appropriate to have a 
spider web covering it up before we went in.

satellite exhibit photo

 Instead of a ribbon cutting, the opening of the 
McFadden-Ross House as a museum was marked 

by cutting a spider web, connecting it with anything 
that was old.

One of the early exhibits at the Dearborn Historical Museum. Part of the 
display was a model of the United States’ first satellite.

The second structure to become part of the Dearborn Historical Museum 
was the McFadden-Ross House on Brady Street. It opened in 1956 and 

there was a huge ceremony to mark the occasion.
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MR. BAUT:  This is December 16, 1982.  I have Mr. Thurston 
Jahr who was an architect here in Dearborn for many years. 
MR. JAHR:  We came down from Minnesota in the spring of 
1923.  We lived in Duluth, Minnesota, where my dad was in 
the construction business.  There wasn’t anything much going 
on in the winter.  It got to be the practice that he’d spend most 
of his winters around Detroit area and Chicago where there was 
construction work going up.  About three or four families got 
together and sold out in Duluth and drove down to Michigan. 
(We) wanted to get into the Detroit or Ann Arbor area.  We finally 
settled in at the subdivision there north of Michigan Avenue and 
just east of what is now called Greenfield Road.  At that time, it 
was Townline Road.… A famous real estate man (was) here in 
Dearborn, Herndon, Bob Herndon. We became friends with him 
too later.  But when we bought our lots on Westland Avenue, 
it was a new subdivision in there.  We had to hurry up and 
build and get something ready before winter started.  We built 
a place there.  At that time, we didn’t have either sewer, water or 
electricity and so we were practically back to the pioneering way 
with the outhouse, kerosene lamps and a coal stove in the living 
room.  Most people don’t realize it was like that in Dearborn in 
1923.  That was the same year that the Rouge Plant opened up 
and went into production. 
MR. BAUT:  Did the other families that came down from 
Duluth settle in Dearborn also?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  They settled in Dearborn.  There was my 
grandfather and his family and a couple of my father’s brothers, 
my dad’s brother-in-law, my stepmother’s husband and my 
stepmother’s sister.  They all settled in Dearborn and some of 
them built places on Westland Avenue.  The Wootons, who were 
my dad’s in-laws, built over on Cornell Avenue where O.L. 
Smith is now erected. 
MR. BAUT:  Now when did your father go on the District 5 
school board?
MR. JAHR:  Well, when we came to Dearborn, I started 

school in the sixth or seventh grade.  We went to school in a one 
room schoolhouse that was located where the American Road 
plant (Ford World Headquarters) is now.  It was about where 
Southfield is just north of Michigan Avenue.  At that time, it 
wasn’t Southfield Road.  First it was Chase Road, then it was 
changed to Emerson Road and then Southfield went in in that 
vicinity very close to there.  Mrs. Helen Snyder was a teacher 
and later became the principal of Henry Ford School when we 
build the new school.  My dad got interested in school because 
he said we were back to the old days in education, the way they 
had it in Dakota when he was a kid with the one room school.  He 
set out to do something about it. 
He organized a citizens’ committee for the school.  He was 
the organizer of that committee and became chairman of what 
they called the building committee.  They went out to get a new 
school built.  They succeeded.  They passed a bond issue at that 
time.  Henry Ford’s house was in our school district and most 
of his property.  In fact, they paid something like eighty-five 
or eighty-six percent of the taxes at that time.  So, they passed 
a bond issue and they built the first unit of the school.  It had 
seven or eight rooms and not much else.  Well, Dad was then 
elected to the school board right after that and then he proceeded 
to get the school improved.  Eventually, they put on additions, 
the swimming pool, the gymnasium and it was the best equipped 
elementary school that there was in the State, probably.  

Designing and Building Dearborn
A Conversation with an Area Architect

Editor’s Note: This oral history interview with Mr. Thurston Jahr was conducted in 1982 by Museum employee Donald 
V. Baut.  Mr. Jahr was an architect in southeast Michigan for 45 years and he designed some of the most functionally 
elegant school buildings in the area. He founded Jahr Associates in 1945 in Dearborn. Jahr’s award winning designs 
included the Fine Arts building at Henry Ford College, Snow Elementary and O.L. Smith MIddle School. Mr. Jahr 
also designed several Dearborn public pools, area theaters, houses and even the main United States Post Office on 
Greenfield Road. Reading this oral history is a lesson in seeing how individuals from past generations who had a” 
service to community mindset” did much to build the foundations on which the present generation continues to live 
and grow.       

Henry Ford School (1912-1925) was located near the present day Ford 
World Headquarters. The road shown in the image was a predecessor of 

American Road.
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MR. BAUT:  When did he come in contact with Mr. Ford?
MR. JAHR:  Well, on the school board.  Mr. Ford was on the 
school board when Dad was promoting the new building. Then, 
he continued on the school board after that and he would come 
around once in a while to see how things were going.  But, he 
generally had a representative attend the meetings.  Cameron 
was the representative for Ford to start with.  I got to know Mr. 
Cameron and met Mr. Ford several times through this school 
connection.  
MR. BAUT:  Wasn’t this school built on Ford land?
MR. JAHR:  Well, the land was really purchased.  It was not a 
very big piece of property.  It was on really what was called the 
Anthony Korte farm but there was a trade there between Ford 
and Korte.  Eventually they got the site anyway.  
MR. BAUT:  How old were you when you came down here 
in 1923?
MR. JAHR:  I was thirteen years old in July of 1923.  When 
I went to school at the one room schoolhouse, it was our first 
contact with Henry Ford.  He would stop around at the school 
periodically, maybe once a month or so, while we were in 
school.  We never knew when he was coming.  He’d just come 
in and Mrs. Snyder would introduce him to the children.  He 
would say a few words, stick around a little while and then 
leave.  Sometimes he’d come around in the spring before school 
was out.  He sent vehicles over and picked up all the students 
from school, took them over to Belle Isle and put on a picnic.  
He’d do that kind of thing.  
MR. BAUT:  How large was that District 5?  Do you know?
MR. JAHR:  In square miles?  I don’t know. 
MR. BAUT:  What streets did it take in?
MR. JAHR:  It took in the streets up to Townline Road.  Going 
east and west, it took in the Ford Estate and up to the city limits, 
or the village limits, of what was the town of Dearborn at 
that time. 
MR. BAUT:  Practically around Brady, I think, or just a 
little east of there. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes, around in there the district came that way.  
Then going north, it went to about Ford Road, maybe a little 
further than Ford Road.  South, it went over to the Rouge River 
where the Rouge River turns around there.  A fellow by the 
name of Kronberg lived back in (there) and he was active in 
the township politics.  We were Dearborn Township and Mr. 
Kronberg was sort of in the printing business.  He was very 
active in the affairs of the township and the schools, etc. 
MR. BAUT:  When did all the improvements take place 
such as paving the streets, sewage and things of this nature?
MR. JAHR:  Well, that took place not too long after we were 
there.  We had electricity first about the second year we were 
there, and they put a sewer through.  For a while we had a 
flushing toilet in the basement too.  We had to carry the water, 

fill the tank and flush it because we had pump water but no 
running water.  The streets for several years were not improved 
at all to the point that in the spring of the year in heavy rains we 
used to park our cars four or five blocks away from the house 
and walk in.  That’s the only way we could get in. 
MR. BAUT:  Did your father continue to be on the board 
until it was incorporated into the Fordson School District?
MR. JAHR:  Yes. 
MR. BAUT:  How did he feel about the incorporation?
MR. JAHR:  Well, he was all for it at that time because they 
were changing the tax structure, etc. from, I think, around the 
time they introduced the intangible taxes.  The tax base for our 
little district wasn’t anywhere near the way it used to be.  There 
would be trouble supporting the school, the school that they 
had, that size.  They first incorporated with the Fordson District.  
Then both districts were together later. 
MR. BAUT:  How many homes were there in that little 
subdivision that you lived in there on Westland?
MR. JAHR:  Well, it would be difficult for me to say just how 
many but probably in the range of about fifty altogether. 
MR. BAUT:  Who built them?  Do you know?
MR. JAHR:  They were built by the individual people who 
bought the lots.  They were pioneers such as ourselves. 
MR. BAUT:  Did your father build that house?
MR. JAHR:  We built the house we lived in. 
MR. BAUT:  Where did you live in between the time it was 
being built and you moved in?
MR. JAHR:  Between the time we built and we moved in, we 
lived in a tent staked out on the back of the lot while the house 
was being built. 
MR. BAUT:  That must have been pretty rough. 
MR. JAHR:  It was pretty rough and kind of unbelievable 
the first winter we were in Michigan. Of course, compared to 
Duluth, it seemed like pretty mild climate.  The first year an 
uncle of mine and I slept out all winter in the tent. 
MR. BAUT:  Did your father help in building any of the 
other homes since he was in the construction business?
MR. JAHR:  Well, my dad was a bricklayer and then a bricklayer 
foreman.  He was working for the bigger contractors and wasn’t 
so much in the home building, although they helped each other 
build homes for people that came down.  My granddad built a 
home, two of them.  There were two of them that built out in the 
area on Cornell Avenue off of Telegraph. 
MR. BAUT:  Was one a Wooton and the other a Jahr?
MR. JAHR:  Yes. 
MR. BAUT:  Was the construction company you worked for 
the ones building the homes?
MR. JAHR:  No.  They were building larger buildings.  When 
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my dad was down here working in the winters before he came 
down, he worked on the University hospital out in Ann Arbor, 
when they were building the hospital there.   He worked for that 
contractor and he got to know him.  Then about the first of the 
year we were here, he spent a good year or two working on what 
they called the Ford Experimental Building, which is the white 
stone building there that is now.  It was built to start with sort of 
a research and development complex in there.  

MR. BAUT:  Of course, you went through to the eighth grade 
there at Henry Ford. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes and then I transferred over to the Miller School. 
MR. BAUT:  Did you walk all the way from where you lived 
down to Miller School?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  We walked down there most of the time.  They 
ran a bus line on Michigan Avenue. It only cost a nickel to take 
the bus and in real bad weather, we’d catch a bus on Michigan 
Avenue and take the bus down to Miller School.  We’d walk 
back home. 

MR. BAUT:  You must have known George Martin 
pretty well. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  I knew George Martin very well.   We were 
in school together at the Miller School for a year or so.  Then he 
graduated about a year or so ahead of me.  I think he graduated 
before we moved over to the new high school, Fordson High 
School.  I was the first class that graduated from Fordson 
High School.
MR. BAUT:  How many were in that first class?  Do
you recall?
MR. JAHR:  Just a little while ago I was looking at my yearbooks 
and I think there was something like forty-five. 
MR. BAUT:  That was a fairly sizeable class. 
MR. JAHR:  It was a pretty sizeable class because Dearborn was 
growing very rapidly at that time in that end of Dearborn. 
MR. BAUT:  When did you start to go into architecture?
MR. JAHR:  I was undecided until about the time I graduated 
from high school.  But my dad, having been in the construction 
industry and having worked with architects a lot, influenced me 
to go into architecture because he thought to be an architect was 
about the greatest thing that could happen to anybody.  He had a 
lot of respect for them, contrary to a lot of builders. 
MR. BAUT:  What university did you go to?
MR. JAHR:  I went to the University of Michigan.  I started at 
the University of Michigan in 1929 and I stayed out a year.  My 
sister was going there too, and it was the year she was going to 
graduate ’30 and ’31.  Things were getting a little bit rough and 
I had a job working with my dad.  So, I stayed out of college and 
worked a year.  Then I went back after, in ’31, ’32 and graduated 
in ’34.  
MR. BAUT:  Is that when you went with Bennett 
and Straight?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  I started with Bennett and Straight after I 
got out of (school).  The first year I got out of college I was a 

The Ford Engineering Laboratory building, located off Oakwood 
Boulevard near The Henry Ford, was completed in 1924.

Prior to the building of Fordson High School, all children grades 
kindergarten through the 12th grade for the Fordson and Springwells 
areas, attended Miller School, located on Lois Street. This version of 

Miller School was built in 1918.

Fordson High School’s first graduating class was 1928. The school was 
named for Henry Ford and his son, Edsel.
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journeyman bricklayer, having worked on construction work 
all the time.  The year I stayed out of school we were building 
the YWCA building over in Highland Park, which is a ten-story 
building and quite a substantial building. There wasn’t a great 
deal of construction going on at that time. Things were kind of 
stopping, coming to a halt.  The Depression was kind of starting.  
I worked on that building the whole year I was out. 
MR. BAUT:  This was Eugene Straight, wasn’t it?
MR. JAHR:  That was Eugene Straight, Lavern Bennett. 
MR. BAUT:  Lavern Bennett and, of course, that was over in 
the Schaefer Building. 
MR. JAHR:  That’s right. 
MR. BAUT:  Did they build anything in this general area in 
Dearborn while you were in their employ?
MR. JAHR:  Well, when I was in their employ, we were 
specializing in doing theater work.  We built most of these movie 
theaters for around the area.  
MR. BAUT:  Would that include the Fordson Grand down 
on the South side?
MR. JAHR:  No.  We didn’t do the Fordson Grand, but we did 
the others that were built right after that by the same owners.  
The Fordson was one of them.  
MR. BAUT:  Miskinis. 
MR. JAHR:  Miskinis, yes and somebody else.  There were 
two partners. 
MR. BAUT:  Did you build, for example, the Midway which 
was almost across the street from you?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  We did the Midway and then the Circle and 
several others over around Allen Park. 
MR. BAUT:  The Carmen came in. 
MR. JAHR:  The Carmen we didn’t do.  We missed that one. 

MR. BAUT:  Did you do any of them out here in the West 
End at all?  Of course, this would have been before you were 
employed.  Say, for example, the Calvin. 
MR. JAHR:  The Calvin, no, but dad’s relatives, etc. worked on 
the building of the Calvin Theater Building.  They were all in the 
construction business. 

MR. BAUT:  Your uncles?
MR. JAHR:  They were bricklayers.  Generally, my dad was sort 
of the leader and it was his job to find jobs for them to keep 
them working. 
MR. BAUT:  Well, it was pretty tough times. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  They were. 
MR. BAUT:  You were superintendent for Bennet and 
Straight, weren’t you?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  I was in charge of the structural engineering 
and the outside supervision work. 
MR. BAUT:  When did you get married, in the late ‘30s?
MR. JAHR:  I got married in 1937.
MR. BAUT:  And then you moved over on to Palmer, 4909?
MR. JAHR:  That’s right. 
MR. BAUT:  How long did you work for Bennett 
and Straight?
MR. JAHR:  I worked for them from about 1935 to about 1940.  
I might have started late in ’34.  At the time I started to work for 
Bennett and Straight, they were widening Woodward Avenue. I 
was working with my dad on putting a new front on the Majestic 
Theater down on Woodward Avenue and Bennett and Straight 
were the architects on that job.  We had to tear off the front part 
of it and build a new façade to shorten the thing and remodel it, 
etc.  The Majestic was on Woodward Avenue and it would have 

John Schaefer built this beautiful Art Deco-Style structure in 1930. It 
solidified the Michigan Avenue and Schaefer Road area’s importance as 

one of Michigan’s largest business districts outside of downtown Detroit at 
the time.

The Calvin Theater opened in January of 1927. The Calvin was used for 
first rate films such as Gone with the Wind, plays and functions such as 

political rallies. It was torn down in 1981.
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been north of the Boulevard.  Or would it?  No, it wouldn’t.  I 
don’t know.  This was a big one.  I still see it there.  But I got 
acquainted with Vern Bennett and he’d come out to the job.  We 
got acquainted and he knew that I was an architectural graduate.  
He said to me one day, as the job was getting finished, “If you 
don’t have anything to do when you get through here, come in 
and see us and we’ll put you to work.”  I said, “I’ll probably 
have something to do when I get through here.  But I’ll come in 
anyway because I’m interested in getting started in architecture.”  
So I stopped in to see them and they put me to work. In those days 
when you were an architectural graduate, you were lucky to get 
a place to work.  You didn’t worry about how much money you 
got.  I worked the first couple of months for nothing.  Then they 
paid me.  They were paying me my expenses.  At that time, things 
were really tough and I had been working on the construction 
work and making twice as much as they were making in their 
own architectural business.  This was back in ’35. 
MR. BAUT:  How come you left?
MR. JAHR:  I left Bennett and Straight at the time the war and 
the draft situation etc. was in effect.  I had decided to apply for 
a commission in the Army Corps of Engineers.  So, I had been 
accepted and was supposed to go.  Then I took my final physical 
(out) at Selfridge Field.  It so happened I’d been moonlighting 
and doing work on the side at that time as well as working for 
Bennett and Straight.  So, I went down.  I worked until four 
o’clock in the morning.  I had to be over there at six o’clock.  I 
worked all night to finish a job and went over there and took 
my physical.  They rejected me.  I had already left Bennett and 
Straight.  One of the steel companies that I had worked for had 
a lot of government work – Army, Navy bases, etc. that they had 
contracts with.  This was before I went with Timber Engineering.  
This was Foster Engineering.  I used to work for them doing 
shop drawings etc. around here.  So, he said, “Well, why don’t 
you work for me?  I’ve got this work at Topeka, Kansas.  I’ll put 
you out there in charge of that.”  So, I finally left.  It was sort of 
a long story. 
My wife was pregnant at the time for the first child.  We’d just 
moved into the new house on Korte not long before that.  I took 
off anyway with my car and went to Topeka, Kansas.  From 
there, I went to Hutchinson, Kansas and then to some place in 
Nebraska and ended up some place in Texas.  We were working 
seven (days) a week and ten hours a day.  We were running two 
shifts and I was really working on both shifts.  For a while there 
I had one of the Nashes with the bed in the car.  I had my car 
parked alongside of our office and I’d sleep in the car.  We’d eat 
on the base. 
MR. BAUT:  Did Nash Motors have one like that as far back 
as before the War?
MR. JAHR:  Oh yes.  They started that thing with that bed that 
would go down and had screens for the windows.  Then I came 
back when I left there.  I came back to Dearborn and then I took a 
job with Timber Engineering.   I worked as a consulting engineer 
from 1941.  I started my business in Dearborn in 1945 but I still 

carried on their account.  I did their work for them.  When I went 
in business for myself, I took on their work that they had (and) I 
continued.  It gave me my start. 
MR. BAUT:  When did you take on Robert Lyman?
MR. JAHR:  Well, that was about 1946.  
MR. BAUT:  Around late October, early November?
MR. JAHR:  Yes. 
MR. BAUT:  Was he a young fellow too, like yourself?
MR. JAHR:  Well, I think Bob was about ten years older that I.  
He had worked for the City.  He was an engineer for the City and 
then he worked part-time for me while I was working for Timber 
Engineering Company.  I had to have extra help.  He’d come 
down there and work in the evenings with me. 
MR. BAUT:  Well, Bob Lyman was with you for how long 
then?
MR. JAHR:  Bob was with me from about 1946 till about 1950, 
I think.
MR. BAUT:  Did he decide to go his way?
MR. JAHR:  We were starting with a lot of structural engineering, 
etc. and doing that kind of work.  We got more into straight 
architectural work and Bob’s interests were a little more the 
other way.  He decided to go back with one of the big firms in 
Detroit who he had worked with before.  He had an offer a good 
job down there. 
MR. BAUT:  It became T.R. Jahr Associates Incorporated 
with Don Anderson and yourself.  Now how did you meet 
Mr. Anderson.
MR. JAHR:  Well, I knew Mr. Anderson from college.  He and I 
graduated in the same class and we kept in touch.  He was from 
Warren, Pennsylvania and he had come down and taken a job 
with Detroit Steel Products.  We were still friends and then while 
I was still at Bennett and Straight, we had need for another man.  
I recommended that they hire Don Anderson.  They hired Don 
and he and I worked together with Bennett and Straight.  Then 
when I was out West, I needed some help.  I called Don and he 
came out and joined me out there.   Then he got into the CeeBees.  
He was in the Navy CeeBees for a while.  When he got out of the 
Navy, he went back to work with Bennett and Straight.  Then, 
of course, we were still friends.  He wanted to get into the work 
with me so he worked for me for a while and then gradually we 
took him into the company. 
MR. BAUT:  Then it became known as Jahr, 
Anderson Associates. 
MR. JAHR:  That’s right. We were starting out there.  We were in 
that building on the corner of Oakwood and Michigan, Langlois 
Building.  Langlois owned it… 
MR. BAUT:  Did you really get into architecture when you 
and Mr. Anderson were associated?
MR. JAHR:  Yes, then we started.  
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MR. BAUT:  What was your first contract?
MR. JAHR:  Well, I tell you, the first big job that we had was 
the Ferguson Tractor Plant on Southfield.  The way I got that 
job was very much of a coincidence.  I saw the settlement in 
the paper and contacted the people down there.  A lot of the big 
companies weren’t taking them very seriously at the time when 
they said they were going to start a new plant down there.  I got 
acquainted with some of the people there.  (They) were pretty 
young even then.  But we worked with them and helped them 
develop preliminary plans etc.  Then all of a sudden some of the 
big architects contacted them.  I’ll always remember this fellow 
that was sort of the president of Ferguson.  He was a young 
fellow too, a redheaded fellow.  He got up before the board of 
directors.  I was at the meeting and they were talking about this 
other competition, etc.  He said, “Look, as far as I’m concerned, 
Mr. Jahr contacted us when nobody else even believed that we 
were even going to make a success of this thing and, by God, 
we’re going to go through with him.  That’s all there is to it.”
MR. BAUT:  Not only through your academic but into your 
early professional career, was there any particular school of 
architecture that you favored such as what they called the 
“international style”?
MR. JAHR:  Well, when I started out after the Ferguson Tractor 
Plant, for a while there (we) had buildings going for Ford Motor 
Company in three different states, in Richmond Virginia; Boston, 
Massachusetts and in Memphis, Tennessee, building these big 
parts depots that they were building around the country.  Then 
we built our new building on Michigan Avenue.  We started it in 
1950 and moved in there around ’51.
MR. BAUT:  Was that at 15011?
MR. JAHR:  That was 15011 Michigan Avenue.  That was a nice 
building, a good architectural building.  It was published in the 
architectural magazines and had national coverage.   
MR. BAUT:  Were you listed as architectural engineer at this 
time in 1950, ’53?
MR. JAHR:  Yes. 
MR. BAUT:  Your father went to work for you too, didn’t he, 
as a field supervisor?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  After he retired, he went to work for us as a 
field supervisor and did us a very good job.  He made a lot of 
good friends for us. 
MR. BAUT:  In February of ’54 you were employed to design 
the City swimming pools.  How did that come about?
MR. JAHR:  Well, they had been talking up the neighborhood 
parks and school concept through Mayor Hubbard and some of 
the people over there.  We were contacted to do the job.  We 
did the development of the pools, helped select the locations 
for them and overall developments of the park areas where they 
were put in.  It turned out very well, I think. 
MR. BAUT:  Where did you put these pools?  Which ones 
were they?

MR. JAHR:  Seashore was already in and all of those 
neighborhood ones.  I don’t know the exact location.   There was 
one of them in the West End, east of Telegraph there some place.  
There was one of them down around Greenfield, Ford Road area.  

MR. BAUT:  Did you have to do some research into that, how 
to build a pool or what to do?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  We certainly did.  There’s lot of times a person 
who is not an expert does a different king of a building first and 
it turns out very well because he works harder at it.  He does 
more research.  He finds out after a while, after he becomes an 
expert, he thinks he knows all the answers, so he doesn’t make 
any progress.  
MR. BAUT:  What did you think of the Hunter Pool System 
that they had out at Seashore?  You saw it over there at 
Levagood Park, I assume. 
MR. JAHR:  Well, of course, it wasn’t suitable for the type of 
neighborhood pools that we were doing.  Actually, I wasn’t 
enthused about it.  After that I did other pools for other 
communities for parks over in Huntington Woods and Grosse 
Pointe Shores.  I became an expert.  I had a hard time getting out 
of the pool business. 
MR. BAUT:  I’m going to throw a few names out here.  
Maybe you knew them very well and maybe you just heard 
of them.  One was Albert Wood who lived in this area.  Did 
you know him?
MR. JAHR:  I know who he was.  That’s all. 
MR. BAUT:  How about Harry Vicary?
MR. JAHR:  Harry Vicary I knew pretty well. 
MR. BAUT:  Did he work for George D. Mason at this time?
MR. JAHR:  He represented George D. Mason more or less 
was one of his (clients).  He had independent practice here in 
Dearborn, but he also did the local work.  He would get it from 
Mason and then he’d participate in the development of it.  But he 
didn’t work in their office.  He maintained his own office. 

Crawley Park Pool

Mr. Jahr designed and built the Crowley pool as well as the pool at Ford 
Woods park. From the 1940s on, Dearborn gained a reputation for having 

quality neighborhood parks and pools.
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MR. BAUT:  Well, what other architectural work did you do 
in this general vicinity between ’53 and ’58?
MR. JAHR:  That got to be a busy time there.  We did the O.L. 
Smith Junior High School.  It was one of our first good sized 
jobs in Dearborn.  Having done that O.L. Smith Junior High 
School led me to getting the contract for the new Ferndale High 
School over in Ferndale, Michigan, which as the biggest school 
that was being built in Michigan at that time with a budget of 
between eight and ten million dollars which today would be a 
big school.  It was designed for like three thousand students with 
two swimming pools and that sort of thing.  That turned out 
very well. 

MR. BAUT:  Was O.L. Smith your first school?
MR. JAHR:  No.  I did the Snow School before that.  I did an 
addition first to one of the other elementary schools over there, 
the Long School.  That was our first school in Dearborn.  We had 

been into industrial work a lot among other things.  After we got 
the first school, there was a big boom on building schools and 
the work kind of came to us rather than having to go out (and 
look for it). 
MR. BAUT:  You went out into another direction, first pools, 
then schools.
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  And since then, we did schools really all over 
the State.  
MR. BAUT:  Well, I know you got a national award for the 
Wyandotte Roosevelt High School.  That was in ’73 and I 
was going to get into that later.  Were there any particular 
problems that you came across in building the Snow School 
or the O.L. Smith for soil or anything like that?
MR. JAHR:  Sure.  You know, this is what it’s all about.  You’d 
get the building built from scratch.  Of course, they’re having 
a lot of problems in solving them and they’re working that out.  
MR. BAUT:  What were some of the problems that you had 
to resolve?
MR. JAHR:   One of them I think of that always sticks in my 
mind in the O.L. Smith is the long narrow site and the property 
condemned for it.  It had to cross over some roads that had some 
big sewers and utilities, etc.  Part of the school is bridged over 
with the structure right over the road so it’s not dependent on 
bearing on the road at all.  I know we built over one of them.  
You know there are always problems.  (In) 1966, I guess, I was 
named the Architect of the Year award up at summer conference 
at Mackinac Island the Michigan Society of Architects.  

MR. JAHR:  …I did the main post office there in Dearborn on 
Greenfield and I had several other post offices.  When we were 
in some of those sort of recession periods there, we did a post 
office out there at Wayne, remodeling an addition, one over at 
Royal Oak.  Then I did quite a bit of work over at Selfridge Field 

As the neighborhood around Telegraph and Carlysle began to grow during 
the early 1950s, increased school space became necessary. O.L. Smith, 
named for a public servant of his day, was completed in August of 1954.

The Edward S. Snow School, named for the physician and surgeon 
at the Detroit Arsenal in Dearbornville, was built in 1951 to relieve 

overcrowding.

A new 2.5 million dollar United States Post Office opened for business in 
January, 1969, at 3800 Greenfield, between Michigan Avenue and Rotunda 

Drive. At the time, the new building and equipment provided Dearborn 
with one of the most modern postal facilities outside of Detroit. 



13

for the Corps of Engineers, some of the air bases up in the Upper 
Peninsula.  But we got into schools as a specialty.  Actually, in 
this field of architecture, we almost had to specialize because 
to know all the things about all types of buildings is expecting 
too much. We didn’t have that kind of time.  To do a good job 
in school architecture we had to get to the point where we knew 
about as much about education as the school superintendent did.  
We really had to know the various ways that they ran it – how 
they taught, what methods and all the inter-relationships between 
the departments and the school. 
It’s easy to look at a school afterwards and think it’s simple.  But 
it’s a very complex thing.  We couldn’t know [it all].  We did 
specialize in schools and we had that knowledge.  It’s in 
demand actually. 
MR. BAUT:  Did you build that place at 4700 Korte?
MR. JAHR:  Yes.
MR. BAUT:  Is that the only home you did?
MR. JAHR:  No.  I did my sister’s home next door to it. 

MR. BAUT:  I mean aside from hers. 
MR. JAHR:  No.  I did a home for Dr. Seaberg over in what 
we called the Ford Foundation over there.  Most of the homes 
I did were sort of a by-product for friends or people that I was 
doing other work for.  Then we would do homes for them.  It’s 
very interesting to design homes and I like it.  But, again, it’s a 
question of staying with it and specialize in homes.  It’s a different 
bunch of contractors that do homes and do larger commercial 
buildings.  In other words, most homes that I have ever done I’ve 
lost money on.  But I had a lot of satisfied customers. 
MR. JAHR:  …The architect that did the original City Hall was 
the first architect I ever worked for.  That was after the City Hall 
was done for quite a while.  It was Burroughs & Eurich and I 

worked for them when I was going to high school.  They did a 
lot of the city buildings over in Highland Park and around and 
they did schools too. 
MR. BAUT:  On somewhat the same idea, the kind of colonial 
or Georgian?
MR. JAHR:  That’s right.  The things in Highland Park are along 
that line too, although they were more appropriate in Dearborn 
than they were over there.  I stayed out of high school a year 
because I had this job with this architect down in Detroit.  I 
stayed out till the second semester.  I went back.  I stayed out the 
summer and the first semester.  Then I went back and I graduated 
with my class.  Then I stayed out a full year after I started college.  
I went one year and then stayed out a year.  That’s when I came 
to the conclusion that working on construction all winter, etc.  
one thing I was going to do was to finish college. 
The first time I met Henry Ford – my cousin and I – (was) the first 
year we moved into Dearborn there.  We used to thumb our way 
up to West Dearborn and hitch a ride.  This one day Henry Ford 
stopped and picked us up and he was driving a Model T coupe 
with all nice velvet upholstery and gold plating.   He questioned 
us about all our life, what we were doing and how we happened 
to come down here.  Our fathers were both working at that time 
over at the so-called experimental plant.  It was very interesting 
riding with him and we didn’t say anything or let on that we 
knew who he was.  When we got out, my cousin said to me, “Do 
you know who that was?   I said, “Sure, I know who that was.”
MR. BAUT:  I guess he was a pretty fast driver too.  I guess 
he used to really speed. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  Then he had that problem with getting off 
the road or something and all of a sudden, he became more of 
a recluse.  I don’t remember when that was, but we used to see 
him when he’d come over to the Henry Ford School to vote.  
But after he cut out, he didn’t get around after he had some run-
in.  Somebody tried to run him off the road, I guess.  He had a 
chauffeur and he was sort of out of the limelight.  He wasn’t 
really in any limelight, but he cut out doing those things that he 
did on his own. 
MR. BAUT:  Did you have anything to do with Edsel Ford 
over here?
MR. JAHR:  Well, I did put the addition on it but the original 
building was done by Eberly Smith.  Stu Kissinger was their 
local man.  He’s pretty well known in the community.  
MR. BAUT:  Now you designed also the Henry Ford 
Community College campus.  
MR. JAHR:  That was the original Henry Ford Community 
College campus that I had done the new building of the 
Community College over at the new location, the one called 
the Fine Arts Building.  It’s a small auditorium.  I did that one 
recently.  It’s a nice building.  
MR. BAUT:  Is that the one named after Grand MacKenzie?

Continued on Page 18

Dedicated as the new city hall of Springwells Township in 1922, this 
beautiful colonial structure was considered one of the finest in the country. 

When Dearborn and Fordson merged in 1929, this impressive structure 
became Dearborn City Hall.
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1950  The Beginning of it All...
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2020  The Story Continues...
Floyd Haight, Chairman of the Dearborn Historical Commission in 1950, wrote the following to the public in the foreword to the 
Cavalcade of Dearborn souvenir program: “The Dearborn Historical Museum is your Museum.”  Seventy years later, that is still 
the case. From the time of that festive beginning in 1950, the Dearborn Historical Museum (DHM) has served an essential role 
in Dearborn. That role includes education and preservation, of course, for those are fundamental to the operation of any well-run 
museum. Beyond that, though, the DHM has served as a connector to what it means to be a community. Through the years, the 
Museum has been a vehicle to bring citizens together for enjoyment and to be enlightened by various formats: exhibits, tours, 
Pioneer School program, children’s activities, lectures, research, home for organizations and clubs and many more. 

Since that dedication day in 1950, the DHM has become a campus as buildings were added through the years: the McFadden-Ross 
House, the Gardner House, an office and an archival storage facility. After experiencing some challenges in recent years, the DHM 
went through a rebirth and is positioned to not only provide the kind of programming it has in the past, but to go beyond that and 
introduce enhanced offerings both at the physical and digital levels. The McFadden-Ross house has recently received new life. 
A new exhibit room was installed and serves as a “train room” to help children learn about the important role of the railroad in 
the area. Upgrades have been made throughout the building and the interior is now much more welcoming to visitors. Numerous 
exhibit cases have been restored and installed at the Commandant’s Quarters. In addition, the Museum storage facility recently 
received a much needed facelift. These efforts not only bring new life to structures in disrepair, but signal to the public that the 
Museum is worthy of their attention. 

Since 2012, Museum staff and volunteers have made a concerted effort to catalog and store three-dimensional objects in its 
collection. Great strides have been made in this regard as thousands of items have now been catalogued in the Museum system. 
This is a tremendous benefit when designing and installing exhibits and in locating and organizing items for any purpose. In 
addition, trained archivists are making progress in cataloging two-dimensional pieces. The Dearborn Historical Museum serves as 
the archives of the City of Dearborn. The Museum’s archives at the McFadden-Ross House contains many thousands of photos, 
reference books, maps, documents, and more. It also has several decades of 
Dearborn business directories.

The preservation of Dearborn’s past and the telling of stories related to that 
past is still the main focal point of the present staff. However, the staff is 
dedicated to telling many of the stories which have yet to be told in the past 
70 years. And to increase visibility for these stories, a variety of methods 
are now being implemented. The DHM’s virtual presence has increased 
tremendously in the last few years. The use of the Museum’s website, 
Facebook, Twitter, online presentations and more has given the Museum 
new platforms which provide new opportunities to fulfill its mission. Yes, 
70 years later, the Museum still provides a connection between the past 
and present and the staff will continue to use traditional methods as well as 
implement and look for new ways to maintain that connection as another 70 
years begins.  McFadden-Ross House

Commandant’s Quarters Richard Gardner House
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Reflections	on	the	Museum’s	Past,	
Present,	and	Future

By	Paul	Talpos,	Assistant	Chief	Curator

On October 14th, 2020, the Dearborn Historical Museum (DHM) 
marked the 70th anniversary of its founding which was kicked off 
at the 1950 Cavalcade of Dearborn. The DHM’s opening was not 
necessarily a humble affair—rather than opening the Museum’s 
doors and proclaiming that the public was welcome to visit, 
Dearborn community members spent untold hours building an 
event that would be remembered in Dearborn for decades to come.

The festivities surrounding the Cavalcade of Dearborn were 
numerous and wide-ranging as festivities stretched over three 
days. The Historical Society of Michigan held their 76th annual 
convention in Dearborn in conjunction with the event, and every 
piece of mail traveling through the Dearborn post office between 
October 12 and 14 received a commemorative Cavalcade of 
Dearborn cancellation stamp. The event was headlined by a 
massive parade with an estimated 30,000 people in attendance, and 
speeches were given by Dearborn’s Mayor Orville Hubbard and 
Michigan’s Governor G. Mennen “Soapy” Williams with Detroit 
News journalist Lee A. White delivering the dedication address. 

The parade was, by all accounts, the highlight of the event. 
The parade included about 40 floats all aiming to tell the story 
of Dearborn. Native Americans, the construction of the Arsenal, 
the pioneer lifestyle, the development of the auto industry, and 
Dearborn’s booming status as Michigan’s fourth largest city in 
1950 were all included in the story. Also part of the parade were 
11 bands, 23 civic organizations—including some which remain 
involved with the DHM today—and additional curiosities such as 
the record-setting speedboat SUCH CRUST. The sponsors who 
helped to make the event happen were numerous and included 
several of the region’s largest names including Ford Motor 
Company, the Detroit News, and Detroit Edison. Following the 
parade, the doors of the Commandant’s Quarters were opened to 
the public, marking the opening of the DHM.

It goes without saying that Dearborn has changed significantly since 
1950. Many of the city’s foremost landmarks have been built in the 
years since then, including Ford Motor Company’s “Glass House” 
(1956), the University of Michigan-Dearborn (1959), Henry Ford 
Centennial Library (1969), Fairlane Mall (1976) the Hyatt Regency 
Dearborn (1976), and the Arab American National Museum (2005). 
Other notable places, most famously the Ford Rotunda, existed in 
1950, but have since disappeared or been destroyed. Alongside 
the physical changes to Dearborn’s landscape, it is important to 
remember that the concept of Dearborn has changed significantly 
since 1950 as well. With the formation of the modern city through 
consolidation which occurred in 1929, it is important to note that 
many of those present at the Cavalcade of Dearborn would have 

remembered life when Fordson, Dearborn, and other communities 
were distinct entities. While Henry Ford’s Rouge complex enticed 
various ethnic groups from many different areas to make their way 
this part of Michigan, continued immigration from all parts of the 
world has continued to develop Dearborn into the successful and 
diverse community it is today.

As Dearborn has changed, the DHM has changed as well. Following 
the opening of the Commandant’s Quarters as the Museum’s first 
building in 1950, the McFadden-Ross House was opened as a 
second location in 1956 after Elizabeth Ross donated the house 
and land on which it stood to be used as a museum. In 1996, the 
Richard Gardner House became part of the DHM complex after 
Greenfield Village determined that they no longer had use for it. 
Also changing was the makeup of the DHM’s staff—after initially 
starting small, the staff grew significantly into the 1970s before 
shrinking once more in the late 2000s.

The changes at the DHM are not limited to the physical museum and 
its staff. Echoing a larger trend in the world of museums, the DHM 
has undergone a change in mentality toward serving the community. 
Whereas the traditional conception of museums has historically 
focused heavily on history for history’s sake—preserving objects 
and attaining a mastery of the subject matter--increasingly museums 
have looked to engage with their communities as well. Museums 
have great potential as public spaces for education, recreation, and 
more, and the DHM has worked to engrain itself in the Dearborn 
community as a place for events, programs, and publicly-accessible 
resources. Events and programs that are part of the Museum’s 
fabric such as the Teddy Bear Picnic, Pioneer School Program, and 
the free lecture series provide an important resource to Dearborn 
residents. This mentality does not just expand to programs and 
events but beyond it as well, to assisting members of the public 
with research projects in the archives or 2019’s project of assisting 
WWII veteran Henry Kroll with acquiring the service medals he 
was owed but had never received. More than ever, volunteers 
from the Dearborn community spearhead, coordinate, and work in 
leadership roles in 
projects relating 
to the Museum. 
The DHM’s 
involvement in 
the community 
allows it to 
provide services 
to residents that 
otherwise might 
not exist. McFadden-Ross House, part of the Dearborn 

Historical Museum

Editor's Note: Paul Talpos is the Assistant Chief Curator of the Dearborn Historical Museum, where he helps to manage the Museum's strategic 
direction along with its day-to-day activities. A firm believer in museums that are fun, relevant, and a source of good in their communities, Paul enjoys 
visiting museums wherever he goes. Paul is originally from Troy, Michigan and attended the University of Michigan for his undergraduate studies 
before earning a master's in museology along with a graduate certificate in nonprofit management from the University of Washington. His interests 
include playing soccer and University of Michigan athletics, and he lives in North Corktown, Detroit with his girlfriend, Amanda, and guinea 
pig, Rusty.



17

This is not to say that the DHM intends to turn its back on the history, artifacts, and 
buildings in its care, however. Recent years have seen great strides made in these areas. 
Renovation projects are ongoing in the Museum’s historic buildings, exhibits are being 
updated and reinvented, and storage, inventorying, and cataloguing of the Museum’s 
collections continues at a steady pace. The preservation and interpretation of Dearborn’s 
history remains at the core of the DHM’s priorities.

Looking forward another 70 years, it is difficult to imagine what the DHM might look like, 
but it is certain that the Museum has some clear priorities as part of its future direction. One 
such priority for the DHM is to continue to maximize the use and capabilities of its museum 
spaces. This includes ongoing renovations, developing new exhibit spaces and updating 
previously existing ones as well as expanding the hours and capabilities of buildings such 
as the Commandant’s Quarters to better serve the public.

The staff at the DHM is also seeking to more effectively expand the interpretive focus of 
its exhibits. While Dearborn’s pioneers and the Arsenal-era are stories worth telling, there 
is room for other stories as well, such as exhibits focusing on Henry Ford or Dearborn’s long history of immigration. As the DHM’s 
collections become more refined and organized behind the scenes in focusing on Dearborn-specific history and stories, museum staff will 
gain a better appreciation for gaps or “blind spots” in the collections and become better-equipped to address them.

Reflecting on 70 years of operation as a local history museum, the Dearborn Historical Museum is fortunate to exist as a focal point in 
such a historically significant city with residents who have such a deep appreciation of that history. As the DHM continues to grow and 
evolve, its mission of preserving and interpreting Dearborn’s history by providing services to the Dearborn community will continue to be 
paramount to the Museum’s success.  

Decorative Arts Exhibit 2020 Pioneer School Program 2013 Teddy Bear Picnic 1996

Women’s History Exhibit 2020 Women’s History Exhibit 2020 Teddy Bear Picnic 2019

DHM staff were able to help WWII veteran 
Henry Kroll obtain his service metals.

Dearborn Historical Museum Exhibits and Celebrations, Yesterday and Today
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MR. JAHR:  I think it is.  I’m not sure.  I think it is.  It’s the latest 
one they built. 
MR. BAUT:  And you designed that.  When did you do 
this work?
MR. JAHR:  I had that original contract to do the job.  It must 
have been back around ’68 or so.  But then the job was stopped 
because of the lack of funds.  When they finally funded it, we just 
completed that building about the late seventies. 
MR. BAUT:  It would have to be in the late seventies, about 
’79 I believe it was completed. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  It was completed by ’79 but it was revived 
again about ’76 or so.  They started reviving and redesigning it. 
MR. BAUT:  But you did the original designing back in ’68. 
MR. JAHR:  Yes, about that.  The State funding didn’t go through 
on it.  
MR. BAUT:  …What other buildings did you do around 
Dearborn?  You did the two schools that we’ve mentioned 
and the addition to Long and, of course, the Dearborn 
campus – the initial drawings.   What others did you do in 
the Dearborn area that we haven’t discussed? 
MR. JAHR:  The George T. Martin School over there. 
MR. BAUT:  Did you do that one?
MR. JAHR:  I did that one.  The Snow School.  We did an 
addition, of course, to Edsel Ford and the high school over here.  
MR. BAUT:  Did you do the Dearborn High?
MR. JAHR:  We did the additions to it.  I did quite a few 
renovation jobs for Dearborn.  You see they were pretty well 
connected.  Eberly Smith did two high schools there.  When they 
passed the bond issue to build the fourth high school, we were 
given that job, but it never materialized.  

MR. BAUT:  Where was that supposed to be located?  Do 
you know?
MR. JAHR:  It was supposed to have been located west of 
Telegraph, in that area. 
MR. BAUT:  Was that the Michigan-Gulley Road area, that 
general area?  Do you know?
MR. JAHR:  I don’t think so.  It could have been.  I don’t think 
they ever really got to the point of arriving at actually selecting a 
site but re-evaluating the situation, they realized that the school 
population was shrinking rather than growing.  The school was 
held up for a while and then eventually it was abandoned.  In the 
area we’ve done schools for Inkster, Wayne, Ypsilanti and out to 
Belleville where I live.  We did quite a few out there and I did 
schools in Midland, St. Clair and Romeo. 
MR. JAHR:  …The West Side Kiwanis Club.  I think I joined it 
in 1937 and I didn’t leave it until a couple of years after I moved 
to Belleville. 
MR. BAUT:  You were in it for almost twenty years then. 
MR. JAHR:  Oh yes, I was on the board of directors for the 
Dearborn Boys Club.  I was on the original Hospital Commission 
when we were trying to get a hospital in Dearborn.  I served on 
the committee that wrote the building codes for Dearborn.  When 
they didn’t have much of a code, we wrote a new building code 
for it.  A lot of that work was done right up in my office and few 
others that worked with me.
MR. BAUT:  How did that come about, the original building 
code?  When was that done?
MR. JAHR:  I’m trying to think when it was done.  It must have 
been in the late forties.  The code has a date on it when it was 
adopted.  A building official code came out and a universal code.  
They were trying to get these things and we, on the committee, 
sort of got into those other codes too to attend meetings and work 
out.  Dearborn was about the first one that came out with that 
more progressive building code.  

Continued from Page 13

Following World War II, it became clear Dearborn needed its own 
hospital. Oakwood Hospital opened on Jan. 5, 1953.

 Springwells Park, better known as the Ford Foundation Subdivision, was 
founded in 1939 as a unique development. Henry Ford donated the land to 
the Ford Foundation, and in 1938 the foundation decided to develop the 

land into a residential subdivision. The district was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2015.
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MR. BAUT:  Who was on that board?
MR. JAHR:  The two I always think of mostly would have been 
myself and Fred Campbell.  Fred Campbell was the president, 
and I was the vice-president of it.  There’s a whole list of people 
that were on it, but they weren’t very active in it.  We were the 
ones that carried the load, carried it through and did the research 
and development of it.
MR. BAUT:  How about this Hospital Committee?  I know 
that was quite large and that was back in the mid-forties too 
I think.  I think Howard Ternes was in on that and there was 
a whole host of (people). 
MR. JAHR:  Yes.  I was originally the chairman of it and 
eventually I had to resign because I was leaving town. 
MR. BAUT:  This was later then.  This was in the mid ‘50s. 
MR. JAHR:  Oh yes.  This was early when we started trying to 
promote a hospital for Dearborn.  It was an official committee 
appointed by the Council and the Mayor to study the feasibility 
of a hospital in Dearborn, either a city-built hospital or someone 
to come in and build a hospital.  It really resulted in the end 
in getting Oakwood Hospital here.  There wasn’t a hospital in 
Dearborn at that time.  But I was very active in civic affairs, not 
in politics as such but in related fields.  I’ve been on the Planning 
Commission and the Zoning Commission.  When we were first 
organizing the planning, I was on the Planning Commission 
when the documents were submitted for the Ford Foundation 
Subdivision with Fred Storer who was City Engineer and a few 
of us on the Planning Committee.  We exerted a lot of influence 
on making that a better development that it would have been 
without us, I’m sure. 
MR. BAUT:  How did that come about as far as the placing 
it where it was, the Foundation?
MR. JAHR:  Well, Ralph Taylor was working for Ford then 
at the time.  He was kind of the presenter of this concept and 
it would be run past us.  We’d make suggestions and review 
and as a result of our review, we came up with bigger lots than 
they were originally proposing, better, wider streets and bigger 
turnarounds where the cul-de-sacs, etc.  We opened it up a lot 
more than it originally was presented.  It was a cooperative 
effort, I’d say, between the people that were developing it, who 
were trying to do a good job.  With our input, they took it not as 
an adversary relationship but a cooperative relationship. 
MR. BAUT:  So you had to work along, of course, with the 
board people on it. 
MR. JAHR:  But I have a background of things that I did in 
Dearborn, civic things, that kept me pretty busy.  I went to a lot 
of meetings. 
MR. BAUT:  Between that and your work you weren’t 
home too much.  Well, Mr. Jahr, I want to thank you very 
much for coming in and reminiscing with us your career as 
an architect here in Dearborn, and, of course, some of your 
personal recollections...  

MacKenzie FIne Arts - The addition of the MacKenzie Fine Arts building 
allowed the Henry Ford Community College to expand its offerings into 

attractive arenas like classes in fine arts.

When the white frame structure become too small, a new brick school 
was designed with a gymnasium, pool, library, cooking and sewing 
rooms, music room and shop facilities. Dedicated in 1929, Henry 

Ford also provided dancing lessons, a nurse, doctor and dentist for 
the students.

 Mr. Jahr designed what would become a landmark in Dearborn, the 
three level store known as Muirheads. What started as a toy store in 1946 
transitioned into one of the most popular department stores in the area.
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MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN ENDOWMENT FUND INFORMATION
All donations are tax-deductible.

Gifts can be made in cash, checks, stocks, bonds, and other 
assets as well as by a will. Checks should be payable to the 
Museum Guild of Dearborn, noting the Endowment on the 
memo line.
Checks and pledges can be mailed to:

Museum Guild of Dearborn
2617 Burns Street

Dearborn, MI  48124
For more information, contact the Museum Guild of 

Dearborn at 313-363-3560.

If you would like to help us ensure the future of the Dearborn 
Historical Museum and its programs through a donation to the 
Museum Guild of Dearborn Endowment, please complete this 
form and return it to the Museum Guild:

Name:__________________________________________

Address:________________________________________

City:___________________________________________

State: _______________Zip Code: __________________

Telephone:______________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________

I would like to contribute $_________________________
to the Museum Guild Endowment.

Thank you

Dearborn Historical Museum
Calendar of Events

Call 313-565-3000 for more information.
Donations cheerfully accepted.

Thank you for supporting
your museum. 

 ■ FEBRUARY
President’s Day Virtual Exhibit & Lecture

 ■ MARCH
Tennessee Wraith Chasers Investigation

Virtual St. Patrick’s Day Lecture

 ■ APRIL
South End Exhibit Opening

 ■ MAY
Herb Study & Trunk Sale

Museum’s 70th Birthday Party

Stay up to date with the DHM’s 2021 Program 
and Event Calendar by following us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. We will release more 
details regarding our spring events (including 
finalized dates) to social media as we get closer 
and have a better idea of Covid-19 restrictions.

https://www.facebook.com/dearbornhistoricalmuseum/
https://twitter.com/DearbornHMuseum
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/148220301/dearborn-historical-museum/


21

Treasures from the Gift Shop

If you are interested in any of the items you see here, please call the Museum at 
313-565-3000 or visit us at 915 Brady Street.

Books $10 - $50
Assorted books from local authors discussing 
different historical topics about Dearborn and 

Southeast Michigan (Prices Vary).

Dearborn City Hall 
Photograph $20

Large, framed black and white photo of 
Dearborn city hall from 1936-37.

Assorted Buttons $1 to $5
Assorted buttons, different sizes, shapes, 

and styles available.

Porcelain Dolls $20
Hamilton Collection Porcelain Dolls with 

boxes and accessories

T-Shirts $15 to $17
Hometown of Henry Ford T-Shirts. $15 M, L, 

XL $17 2x Colors: Red, Black, Cream.

Win a Quilt!

The Dearborn Historical Museum is hosting a quilt raffle 
throughout the spring. Proceeds from this raffle will be used to 

support the museum. 

Tickets are $1 each, or $5 for 6. There will be three winners, a 1st 
place, a 2nd place, and a 3rd place. 

Tickets can be purchased inside the museum office. 

The drawing will take place in May at the Museum's 70th 
Birthday party.

Glassware $1 to $5
Variety of fun glassware, including cups, 

plates, bowls, and vases.
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Thank you for preserving the wonderful history of Dearborn!

28

Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002

28

Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJ

(Free) 7 p.m.
Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

28    Banjo Concert (Free) 1 p.m.
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

(313) 278-4870

Village
 PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark        22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
 Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)

Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

rch
25 

6 p.m.

Historical Commission Meeting

25

Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross 

For more information ca

JJJJJJJJJJJJJ

April istory (Free) 7 p.m.
25    Historical Com ssion Meeting 6 p.m.
28    Banjo Concert (Free) 1 p.m.

9    e Appraisal Clinic

10 a.m.-4 p.m.

          (313) 278-4870

Village
 PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark       22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)   

ission Meeting 6 p.m.

Ma
sure Bazaar    10 a.m.-3 p.m.

sion Meeting 6 p.m.

27 Historical Commission Meeti

Former Councilman
City of Dearborn

*

NOVEMBER (TENTATIVE)

DECEMBER (TENTATIVE)

.

221755 Michigan Ave. Dearborn, MI  48124
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Congratulations to the Dearborn Historical 
Museum as it celebrates 70 years of 

preserving Dearborn’s history. 

I am happy to support this longstanding source 
of pride in our community.

Mayor John O’Reilly, Jr.
City of Dearborn

70 years. 
That’s about 210 

oil changes.
We congratulate the Dearborn Historical Museum  

for 70 years of preserving history for Greater Detroit 
and the world.

DEARBORN
HISTORICAL

MUSEUM

20-PR-0135



27

LES STANFORD CADILLAC
LOCATION

21711 Michigan Avenue

Dearborn, MI

48124

SALES

855.218.6880

Mon & Thurs 9am-8pm

Tue, Wed &Fri 9am-6pm

SERVICE

313.565.6500

Mon & Thurs 7am-7pm

Tue, Wed & Fri 7am-6pm

©2016 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®
LesStanfordCadillac.com

EXPERIENCE A CADILLAC 
FOR YOURSELF 

WE HAVE A VEHICLE FOR EVERYONE
ONLY AT 

Whether you are looking for the best-selling
Equinox or the mid-engine Corvette, we have it all

and everything in between.

www.LesStanford.com n 21730 Michigan Avenue n 313.565.6000
Open M & Th 9a-8p; Tu, W & F 9a-6p

LES STANFORD
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Mr. B: They had a sawmill or something?
Mr. D: Penhale had a lumberyard in where the two story 
building was, in the middle there. The rest was all Town Hall, 
at least as far as I know.

Mr. B: When you were a boy, did you walk into a tunnel 
that was supposed to have been there?
Mr. D: I never could find that. They say it used to run from 
there to the Ross Museum….I don’t know whether it’s true 
or not. That used to be the Powder House (at what is now 
915 Brady St.).

The barracks of the Arsenal (shown on the left in 1868). 
This structure was razed to make room for the building of 
Salisbury School (built in 1916), located on the northwest 
corner of Garrison and Monroe.

The Dearborn Historical Museum 
needs your help in documenting the 

pandemic experience we have all 
been living through.

What are we seeking?

Anything from objects to photographs to documents. It may be a diary you have 
kept through the epidemic. Masks and ventilators are also potential artifacts. 

Stories are also important to us, so if you would like to record an oral history of 
your experience through this unique time, we would like to talk to you. If you 

can help us with this endeavor, please call us at 313-565-3000.

END of Part 1. Part 2 focuses on the Ross family 
and other well-known Dearborn residents. 

Mr. B: They had a sawmill or something?
Mr. D: Penhale had a lumberyard in where the two story 
building was, in the middle there. The rest was all Town Hall, 
at least as far as I know.

Mr. B: When you were a boy, did you walk into a tunnel 
that was supposed to have been there?
Mr. D: I never could find that. They say it used to run from 
there to the Ross Museum….I don’t know whether it’s true 
or not. That used to be the Powder House (at what is now 
915 Brady St.).

The barracks of the Arsenal (shown on the left in 1868). 
This structure was razed to make room for the building of 
Salisbury School (built in 1916), located on the northwest 
corner of Garrison and Monroe.

The Dearborn Historical Museum 
needs your help in documenting the 

pandemic experience we have all 
been living through.

What are we seeking?

Anything from objects to photographs to documents. It may be a diary you have 
kept through the epidemic. Masks and ventilators are also potential artifacts. 

Stories are also important to us, so if you would like to record an oral history of 
your experience through this unique time, we would like to talk to you. If you 

can help us with this endeavor, please call us at 313-565-3000.

END of Part 1. Part 2 focuses on the Ross family 
and other well-known Dearborn residents. 
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President Pro Tem

Bricklayer   $25

Pioneer Family   $50

Ribbon Farmer   $75

Historian   $100

Commandant  $200

Free Admission
Enjoy & Learn
Through Your
Heritage... Today

Jonathon D. Stanton, Chair
Karen Lee Krepps, Vice Chair

L. Glenn O’Kray, Recording Secretary
Hassan Bazzi

Mary M. Bugeia
Mariya Fogarasi

David L. Good
Jerry Olson
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All membership levels include a subscription 
to The Dearborn Historian

Membership levels (please check one)
 � Bricklayer  $25
 � Pioneer Family  $50
 � Ribbon Farmer  $75
 � Historian  $100
 � Commandant  $200

 � Yes! I would like to support the 
Dearborn Historical Museum through 
a gift to the Annual Fund.

p$50    p$25    p$10    pOther_____

Annual Membership Pass Application
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Michael (Jack) Tate, Acting Chief  Curator
Paul Talpos

Matthew Graff
Mason Christensen

Tyler Moll
Loren Harvey
Amanda Ford

Jonathon D. Stanton, Chair
Karen Lee Krepps, Vice Chair

L. Glenn O’Kray, Recording Secretary
Hassan Bazzi

Mary M. Bugeia
Mariya Fogarasi

David L. Good
Jerry Olson (Emeritus)

Mohamed A. Sion
Mark Shooshanian
Michael (Jack) Tate
Ian D. Tomashik
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Al Ameer

Arab American National Museum

bd's Mongolian Grill

Benihana

Best Western Greenfield Inn

Cherry Hill Barber Shop

Dearborn Country Club

Dearborn Hills Golf Course

Dearborn Ice Skating Center

Detroit Pistons

Detroit Red Wings

Downey Brewing Company

English Gardens

Ford Community & Performing Arts Center

Great Lakes Ace Hardware

Harbor Freight Tools

HarmonyTown Chorus

Little Caesars Pizza

M Cantina

Manno Clothing & Tailoring

Mexican Fiesta

Mint 29

Nichols Ski Shop

San Francisco 49ers

Senate Coney Island

Tim Hortons

THANK YOU!

We hope  that  you  wi l l  support  bus inesses  that  support  loca l  h is tory .
For  more  informat ion  on  our  b ir thday  fundra iser ,  v i s i t  www.thedhm.com/birthday/

The Dearborn Historical Museum would like to thank the following
organizations for their support of our 70th birthday fundraiser

Major Event Sponsor
21730 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, Michigan

2000 Westwood Street, Dearborn, MI
An original sponsor of the 1950 Cavalcade of Dearborn

6440 N Hix Rd, Westland, MI
An original sponsor of the 1950 Cavalcade of Dearborn

Major Event Sponsor

2000 N Telegraph, Dearborn, MI

2027 S Telegraph, Dearborn, MI
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