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The Ford Homes: 
Assembling a Neighborhood
$30.00

This book originally began as a visual 
presentation of the exteriors of homes. 
However, as the author continued the pro-
cess of putting this together, he found that 
the outside only showed part of the story. 
People are the other necessary ingredient 
in a book celebrating the centenary of this 
area’s existence. Not only was it appropri-
ate to include pictures of families but it 
was also necessary to tell some stories of 
the homes and the people who live here 
and have lived here.

When ordering 5 or more books, price will be discounted to 
$25 dollars per book.

Before Fair Lane
$30.00

 Dearborn is enriched by a his-
tory of its people and the homes 
in which they have lived. Our most 
notable resident, Henry Ford, had 
a castle he named Fair Lane, which 
provides the reference point in the 
title of this book. While the rest of the 
city’s populace did not approach the 
wealth of our homegrown automotive 
magnate, many of them had delightful 
homes in which they took respite not 
only in Henry Ford’s day but also in the years preceding 
him. Some of the homes features in this book are masterpieces 
of design. Others are humble, but each remains for its inhabit-
ants a place of shelter and comfort.

This book is meant to preserve images of homes that exist 
today but might in the future be torn down for new homes. This 
book is also meant to provide reminders of those homes that 
are long gone but reflect a sense of “Old Dearborn.” There are 
some stories as well.

Lost Dearborn
$22.00

Throughout its existence, Dearborn has been a 
pioneer settlement, a multicultural hub, a col-
lege town, a major tourism center and a world-
renowned industrial city. Unfortunately, due to 
a variety of factors, significant structures have 
been lost to time. Almost all of the eleven U.S. 
Arsenal complex buildings have disappeared 
since the arsenal was closed in 1875. The hall-
ways of the Edison School and Oxford School 

still live on in the hearts of their students but were razed long 
ago. Even beloved edifices such as the Ford Rotunda and the 
Ford Motor Company Administration building, built by Dear-
born’s favorite son, Henry Ford, are now only a memory. Author 
Craig E. Hutchison endeavors to immortalize the important 
foundational building blocks of an evolving city.

Dearborn, Michigan
A History of the Area and the People
$21.99

Located on the banks of the Rouge 
River just ten miles from Detroit, the city 
of Dearborn began as a humble pioneer 
settlement in the 1780s. Over the course 
of two centuries, it has developed into 
a close-knit commu- nity, a college 
town, a major tourism center, and a 
world-famous industrial city. Through an 
impressive collection of photographs 
drawn from the Dear- born Historical 
Museum, Images of America: 
Dearborn, Michigan documents the 
influential people, places, and events that have 
shaped Dearborn’s rich history. This book traces Dearborn’s 
spirit of innovation through engaging glimpses of the 19th 
century U.S. Arsenal, the historic River Rouge Plant, Mayor Hub-
bard’s lasting influence, and the legacy of Henry Ford. From the 
European settlers who first settled on the banks of the Rouge, 
to the streets, buildings, and schools that were named for them, 
Dearborn is revealed as a vibrant urban community with a 
strong sense of civic pride.

The Bark Covered House
$7.95

A graphic and thrilling description of real pioneer life in the 
wilderness of Michigan. Written by William Nowlin, one of the 
pioneers who came to the area with his family from  the Hudson 
Valley in 1834. The struggles and hardships of life in the woods, 
noted by isolation and the need to be self-sufficient, are color-
fully portrayed.

Own one of our best sellers below by visiting our website at thedhm.com 
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The uncertainty continues as we live under the shadow of the 
coronavirus. Please know that all of our readers are certainly in 

our thoughts as we hope for better days in the future.  I hope that this 
issue of the Historian provides you with a much needed distraction. 

 As reported in the last issue, the buildings of the Dearborn 
Historical Museum (DHM) are still only accessible by appointment 
between the hours of 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  On 
an exciting note, a new exhibit entitled “Changing Our Community: 
The Women’s Club Movement in Dearborn” is presently ready for 
viewing at the McFadden-Ross House. Developed by Museum 
staff member Loren Harvey and volunteer Jessica Ledbetter, the 
exhibit showcases a variety of clubs that have existed through the 
years. Visitors will be required to wear masks when visiting. Contact 
the museum by phone at 313-565-3000 or by email at museum@
ci.dearborn.mi.us if you would like to see this new exhibit or visit the DHM. 

 The staff continues to create and post online offerings. We think 
you will enjoy many of the additions so please check them out when 
you get a chance at thedhm.com. Scheduled events for the fall will be 
held on a tentative basis depending on changing guidelines. You can 
view upcoming events in this issue of the Historian or by visiting our 
website. Please keep informed on any changes to our schedule via our 
website or by calling the Museum.

 In this issue, you will find a continuation of an interview that 
Charles Dapprich gave to Museum staff back in 1975. Dapprich 
(1885-1983) lived to be almost 100 years old and was certainly an 
eyewitness to many changes that occurred in the Dearborn area 

over the years. The Museum’s Collections Manager, Matthew Graff, 
shares the progress staff and docents are making in cataloging the 
extensive vintage clothing collection housed at the DHM. Lisa Lark 
has done extensive research on Dearborn’s veterans and shares some 
interesting information about the military decorations local veterans 
have received. These articles and more history await you in this issue.

 On a very sad note, William H. “Bill” Hackett, former Dearborn 
Historical Commissioner, died on May 22, 2020, from complications 
from COVID-19 at Beaumont Hospital. Bill was a special man and 
a very talented historian, but beyond that he cared about his fellow 
human beings. Glenn O’Kray wrote a very fitting tribute to this man 
which is included in this issue. Our condolences to the family and 
friends of Bill Hackett. He will be missed.

 Please tell friends and family about our memberships which are 
very reasonable and available for purchase online. Your support 
is appreciated and needed at all times, but especially during this 
pandemic. As always, I encourage you to email me at my address below 
with feedback or topic ideas. Regularly visit thedhm.com for more 
information on upcoming events and Museum happenings.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to email me at craigehutchison@
gmail.com.

Happy Reading,
Craig Hutchison
Managing Editor
The Dearborn Historian

Greetings from the Editor
Craig Hutchison

ENDOWMENT INFORMATION

All donations are tax-deductible. 

Gifts can be made in cash, checks, stocks, bonds and 
other assets, as well as by a will. Checks should be 
payable to the Museum Guild of Dearborn, noting 
the Endowment on the memo line. 

Checks and pledges can be mailed to: 
 

Museum Guild of Dearborn
2612 Burns Street

Dearborn, MI   48124

For more information, contact the Museum Guild 
of Dearborn at (313) 363-3560.

If you would like to help us ensure the future of 
the Dearborn Historical Museum and its programs 
through a donation to the Museum Guild of Dear-
born Endowment, please complete this form and re-
turn it to the Museum Guild:

Name: ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________
  
City: ___________________________

State: ______  Zip Code: __________

Telephone: _______________________________
___

E-Mail Address: ___________________________

I would like to contribute $___________________ 
to the Museum Guild Endowment.

MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN ENDOWMENT FUND INFORMATION

Hello Readers,
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William H. “Bill” Hackett, husband 
of Patricia Hackett, died on May 

22, 2020, from complications from 
COVID-19 at Beaumont Hospital. He 
had been on the Dearborn Historical 
Commission from 1987 until 2012. He 
was chair of the organization from 1989 
until 2006.

 Bill met the love of his life, Pat (Ryan) 
Hackett, at Western Michigan, and they 
were married in 1955; they enjoyed 65 
years of a loving partnership. They never 
went to bed angry. 

 The Museum is very thankful for 
Bill’s many contributions throughout 
the years. He was the type of man who 
not only was phenomenally plugged into 
the tides of history but was also so very 
tuned into the varied personalities that 
he encountered. So very many people 
have said, “I don’t think that there is a 
person alive who had a mean word to say 
about Bill.”

 Bill was a historian: he was a passionate 
student of labor and social history. He 
spent his professional life in the Dearborn 
Public Schools – at Edison Junior High, 
Edsel Ford High School, and then Henry 
Ford Community College, from which he retired after 42 
years of teaching. He coached the tennis teams at Edsel, and 
cherished his time and friends made on the tennis court.

 Among his many accomplishments was doing an oral 
history of the famous, “Battle of the Overpass,” which was part 
of the epic story of the founding of the United Auto Workers. 
He interviewed workers who were present on that bloody day.
 
 Even in his retirement years, Bill was writing about labor 
history. In the spring, 2016, issue of the Dearborn Historian 
he wrote about the first Ford-UAW contract in an article 
entitled, “Shut the Plant Down, Let the Union Take Over.”

 Craig Hutchison, present editor of the Historian, said, “In my 
eyes, a great historian but an even better person. His legacy is large.”

 Sue McIlhiny reported, ”When I mentioned the loss of Bill 
to a friend she said ‘OMG, I didn’t even like history, but I took 
every course he taught because he made it so interesting’.”

 Bill was the campaign manager for Marge Powell when she 
ran against Michael Guido in the mayor’s race in 1985.

 Dave Good of the Dearborn Historical Commission said, 
“I had liked and admired Bill for many years when I joined 
the Dearborn Historical Commission in 2003. I found him 
a ready mentor and an enthusiastic fellow advocate of the 
view that we should be doing “real history” in our quarterly 
magazine, the Dearborn Historian, even when this made some 
people uncomfortable. We did indeed make some people 
uncomfortable, but Bill and the rest of us stayed true to what 
we saw as our mission.”

 In lieu of flowers, the family will establish a scholarship 
fund to honor Bill’s love for Henry Ford Community 
College and its students. Donors should mail checks to A. 
Reginald Best, Vice President Institutional Advancement, 
Henry Ford College Foundation, 5101 Evergreen Road, 
Dearborn, MI 48128.  

 There will be a memorial service at a later date.

William Hackett with Mayor John B. O’Reilly speaking at the PTA Founder’s Day (1978)

We Honor Dearborn Historical Museum Commissioner, 
William H. (Bill) Hackett
by L. Glenn O’Kray
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Editor’s Note: The cause of history and the Dearborn community owes a debt to Ms. Lark for collecting such a massive amount of infor-
mation related to those who gave all. Born and raised in Dearborn, she is a researcher and writer focusing on telling the stories of the 
men and women who have given their lives in service to the United States. A graduate of the Dearborn Public Schools and the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn, a large part of her research focuses on the lives and experiences of service members with connections to Dearborn 
and Metro Detroit. In addition to the recently published Gone Too Soon: Dearborn Remembers Its Fallen Heroes, Lisa is the author of 
All They Left Behind: Legacies of the Men and Women on the Wall and There and Back: The Vietnam War through the Eyes of Those Who 
Lived It. All of her books are available through MT Publishing. A former Dearborn Public Schools teacher, she has received a Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund Hometown Heroes Award and the 2011 Michigan American Legion Teacher of the Year award for her work 
honoring those who have given their lives in service to the United States. Lark was inspired to create an informational website because 
she realized there wasn’t a central location where one could find information about the 347 people named on the Dearborn War Memo-
rial, located in front of the Henry Ford Centennial Library. That website can be found at https://dearbornmemorialproject.com.

Uncommon Valor:
The Bravery and Heroism of Dearborn’s Fallen Heroes
 By Lisa Lark

Throughout Dearborn’s history, there have been 
thousands of men and women from Dearborn who 
have served our country during war and in times 

of peace. During their service, many of them were put in 
dangerous situations that required unimaginable bravery. It is 
hard to imagine what it must have been like for these young 
men and women serving so far from their homes and families.
Men and women from Dearborn have been awarded numerous 
military decorations for bravery, service and heroism. Research 
on the 347 service members listed on the Dearborn War 
Memorial reveals the actions that earned these local veterans 
medals and highlights the courage and selflessness they 
displayed in combat.  

     The Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) is the United States 
Army’s second highest military award for extraordinary acts 
of heroism in combat. First awarded during WWI, the award 
was also presented to members of the Army Air Forces during 
WWII. During WWII, more than 5,000 DSC awards were 
pre-sented. At least five of these were awarded to men listed on 
the Dearborn War Memorial: 

•	 Robert French, US Army
•	 William D. Haag, US Army
•	 Charles C. Keele, US Army
•	 Melvin Lindgren, US Army
•	 Donald G. Passage, US Army
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 Robert French entered the Army in 1943. In September of 
1944, he was awarded the Silver Star for leading a squad across 
200 unprotected yards and knocking out a machine gun nest. 
Two months later, Robert was awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster in 
addition to his Silver Star, which is indicative of a second award 
of the medal. In February of 1945, Robert was serving as a 1st 
lieutenant during the 4th Armored Division’s advance through 
Germany. According to his DSC award on February 22 “near 
Rittersdorf he led his small task force in a bold assault against 
overwhelming forces and captured eight hundred prisoners.” 
Several days later, while advancing through a wooded area 
ahead of his men Lieutenant French was mortally wounded, 

and in his last moments 
gave final instructions 
to his platoon leaders to 
continue the assault.” 
In addition to the above 
award, Robert received two 
Purple Hearts. 
 
 William Haag, a 
20-year old Private First 
Class (PFC) serving with 
Patton’s Third Army, was 
awarded the DSC for 
actions in Germany in 
1944. William and a fellow 
soldier were checking 
communications lines 
when they encountered an 
enemy patrol. According 

to his DSC award, “Private Haag, with complete disregard for 
his own safety, grappled with the enemy and gave the alarm. 
The patrol was dispersed and six of the enemy were killed.” 
His actions cost him his life. In addition to the DSC, he was 
awarded the Purple Heart. 

 The actions that earned Charles Keele the DSC were 
significant enough to receive coverage in the De-troit 
Free Press. Charles entered the Army in 1942 and served 
as a 2nd lieutenant commanding a group of amphibian 
landing crafts in the New Guinea area. After heavy fighting 
at Nassau Bay in July of 1943, there was a critical need 
for medical supplies. Charles and several enlisted men 
volunteered to take the supplies from Morobe to Nassau 
Bay – a very dangerous mission as there was still a Japanese 
presence in the area. Charles was comfortable in the water, 
having been a keen sailor and boater for much of his life 
as well as a member of the Detroit Yacht Club. During 
the mission, Charles’ boat was attacked by Japanese planes 
and suffered five gunshot wounds. As the commanding 
officer of the craft, Charles could have ordered his men 
to return to Morobe, but he did not, choosing instead 
to ensure the medical supplies reached their destination. 
When the boat arrived at Nassau Bay, Charles received 
first aid and was stabilized before heading back across the 
water to Morobe. Charles was placed in an oxygen tent 
at Morobe, but eventually succumbed to his wounds. He 
additionally received the Purple Heart. 

 Melvin Lindgren was posthumously awarded the DSC for 
his actions with the 33rd Infantry Division in North Luzon. 
The former employee of the Dearborn Veteran’s Hospital was 
serving as a 2nd Lieutenant with Company C on May 12, 
1945 when his “intrepid 
actions, personal bravery 
and zealous devotion to 
duty” cost him his life. 
He was also awarded the 
Purple Heart. 

 Donald Passage was 
born in Plymouth but 
lived in Dearborn for a 
time and attended Fordson 
High School. He enlisted 
in the Army shortly after 
his marriage in 1941. In 
1942, Donald was serving 
as a Pri-vate First Class in 
North Africa with the 9th 
Infantry Division when he 
was killed in action. His 

William Haag’s portrait from the 
1939 Fordson yearbook

Grave of Melvin Lindgren at Manila American Cemetery in 
the Philippines

Photo of Donald Passage from 
the 1937 Plymouth High School 
yearbook
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Photo of Charles Keele from the 
Detroit Free Press September 13 1943

Lincoln Painter (center, holding radio) with his family in front of their home on Audette. Alvin Painter is in the upper right 
(with suspenders) - Photo courtesy of Sarah Alexander

James L. Davis
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DSC award reveals that “although under enemy fire from the 
front and the flank, Private First Class Passage kept his machine 
gun in action, silencing enemy fire and enabling our troops to 
withdraw to positions from which they could effectively engage 
the enemy.” Donald also received the Purple Heart. 

 Also, during WWII, Dearborn resident Campbell Loverix 
was decorated with the Prisoner of War medal. A corporal 
in the Marine Corps, he had survived the battle of Bataan 
and received a Silver Star for his actions on Bataan. On May 
6, 1942, he was captured by the Japanese. Campbell was a 
prisoner of war for several months before being transferred 
to the hellship Tottori Maru in early October of 1942 for 
transportation to Japan. Conditions on board the ship were 
horrific and unsanitary, with roughly 2,000 prisoners packed 
tightly on board and receiving barely any food or water. 
Campbell died on October 21, 1942 and his body was 
removed. In 1947, the City of Dearborn named Loverix Park 
near I-94 and Schaefer in his honor. 

 The Silver Star (or Silver Star Medal) is the US Armed 
Forces’ third highest individual decoration for valor in combat. 
It succeeded the Citation Star, which was first awarded during 
WWI. The Silver Star was authorized in 1942.

 During the Korean War, Lincoln Painter was drafted 
into the Army after he returned home from the University 
of Michigan following his father’s death. The Painter family 
had 14 children, and Lincoln’s older brother Alvin had died of 
dysentery after the Battle of Cape Gloucester in 1944. Lincoln 
was a Sergeant in the 3rd Infantry Division near Chat-Kol in 

June of 1953 when his company’s position was attacked. He 
rushed from his position to direct the fire of his men, and 
then led his men towards the enemy. During the charge he was 
mortally wounded. In addition to the Silver Star, Lincoln was 
awarded the Purple Heart.  

 Robert Szwajkowski attended Fordson, participating in 
football, basketball, track and baseball while a Tractor. He 
enlisted in the Army during his junior year and arrived in the 
Pacific in 1950. According to his father, Robert was among the 
first American soldiers in Korea. On or about April 25, 1951, 
he was serv-ing as a corporal in the 35th Regiment when he 
set up post for covering fire during an enemy attack on United 
Nations forces. Although he was isolated, he stayed at his 
position until the last man had with-drawn to safety. Robert’s 
actions cost him his life, and in addition to the Silver Star he 
was awarded the Purple Heart. 

 The men on the Dearborn War Memorial also received 
many medals for valor during the Vietnam War, including 
several awards of the Silver Star.  

 James Davis was drafted into the Army in January of 
1969 and arrived in Vietnam in July of that year. His wife 
Linda suffered from vision problems, and James sought 
compassionate reassignment to be closer to her. After nine 
months in Vietnam with the 1st Infantry Division, James was 
scheduled to leave for an R&R trip to Hawaii where he was to 
meet his wife and parents. On March 20, 1970, James was at 

Robert Szwajkowski from the Dearborn Press, May 31, 
1951

Thomas Gentinne’s photo in the 1964 Dearborn High 
yearbook
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Firebase Granite awaiting to begin his trip when the base was 
attacked. During the attack, James left his protected position 
and engaged with two enemy troops. He then rushed to the 
aid of two of wounded men, pulling one to safety. He returned 
to assist the second of the wounded men, using his own body 
as a shield. He was wounded during the rescue, and died of his 
wounds soon after. For these actions, James received the Silver 
Star. Additionally, he received the Air Medal, the Bronze Star, 
and the Purple Heart.  

 A graduate of Dearborn High School, Thomas Gentinne 
enlisted in the Army in 1967. He completed Officer Candidate 
School in 1968 and arrived in Vietnam as a lieutenant the following 
year. He was serving with the 4th Infantry Division in May of 1969 
as a platoon leader when their position came under mortar attack. 
According to his Silver Star award, Thomas “moved through the 
intense barrage of incoming rounds to better position his men for 
an expected ground assault by the North Vietnamese. Lieutenant 
Gentinne then directed his platoon’s fire upon the suspected enemy 
rocket, mortar and recoilless rifle positions.” Thomas’ actions cost 
him his life. In addition to the Silver Star, he also received the 
Purple Heart. 

 Charles Trescott entered the US Naval Reserve while still 
a student at Detroit’s Salesian High School and volunteered for 
active duty after his graduation in 1964. Trained as a medic, he 
served with a battalion of the 1st Marine Division after arriving in 

Vietnam. Part of his responsibility was to provide medical services in 
nearby Vietnamese villages, and he wrote home that he was greatly 
enjoying the work. Just over a month after his arrival in country, 
he accompanied a group of Marines on a patrol across an open 
rice paddy. The patrol was ambushed, and Charles immediately left 
his protected position and rushed to the aid of wounded Marines. 
According to witnesses, Charles had rescued three men and was 
returning for a fourth when he was mortally wounded. He was 
awarded a Silver Star for his actions, as well as a Purple Heart. 

 In addition to the heroism 
and gallantry of the service 
members listed on the 
Dearborn War Memorial, 
there have, no doubt, been 
many residents of Dearborn 
who were awarded military 
decorations for valor and who 
were able to come home to 
their families. Dearborn and 
its residents have much to be 
proud of in terms of those 
who have risked their lives and 
sacrificed so much in the service 
of protecting freedom not only 
for family and neighbors, but 
for their country.

Charles Trescott

The Dearborn Historical Museum 
needs your help in documenting the pandemic 

experience we have all been living through.

What are we seeking?

Anything from objects to photographs to documents. It may be a diary you have kept 
through the epidemic. Masks and ventilators are also potential artifacts. Stories are 

also important to us, so if you would like to record an oral history of your experience 
through this unique time, we would like to talk to you. If you can help us with this 

endeavor, please call us at 313-565-3000. Thanks and stay safe!
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Names provide for a unique history lesson. The names 
attached to various Dearborn streets, schools and buildings 
teach about the past. These names are significant because 

of their origin. Often, names speak of another era, a different time, 
when another generation helped to build a village, a town, a city. 
For those who live in the city of Dearborn, these names provide 
a connection to the place called home and at the same time can 
also provide an inspiration in wanting to find out more about the 
heritage of that home. Many of the names mentioned below will be 
recognizable to readers, but the paragraphs and the list illustrates the 
point that names viewed by locals residents every day just as a matter 
of course often lead to the past. Discovering these connections can 
be interesting on many levels. Knowing the origins of these names 
can provide a a sense of roots and an appreciation for those who have 
lived in this area before. It can also inspire a desire to know more 
about how Dearborn came to be what it is in the present. A few of 
these connections are provided here, but there are literally hundreds 
to discover.

 The area on the south branch of the Rouge River, 10 miles 
from Detroit, around the Great Sauk Trail, was originally 
named Dearbornville. The name was chosen by the arsenal’s first 
commandant, Joshua Howard, in order to honor Major General 
Henry Dearborn, a Revolutionary War hero under whom he had 
served. Interestingly, the man for whom Dearborn is named never 
set foot in the area. In 1824, the Governor of what was then known 

as the Michigan Territory, Lewis Cass, designated 144 square miles 
to be known as Bucklin Township with Dearbornville as the area’s 
southeastern border.

 What is today known as East Dearborn was established in 1818 as 
Springwells Township. The area was so named because it was famous 
for its numerous natural springs. Springwells’ name was changed to 
Fordson (named after Henry Ford and son, Edsel) in 1925. There 
are many names in Dearborn that have a specific origin related to 
the history of the area. Below, a list of a few prominent names are 
provided. 

•	 Donaldson Street - named for Ben R. Donaldson, director 
and advertiser at Ford Motor Company.

•	 Duvall School - named for Leo Duvall, principal of the 
school from 1928 until 1959.

•	 Ford Road - Named for William Ford (1826-1905), father 
of Henry Ford.

•	 Haigh School - named for Henry A. Haigh (1854-1942), 

Revolutionary War hero Major General Henry Dearborn 
never set foot in the area that bears his name.

What is in a Name? Insight into the Past 
by Craig Hutchison

discovering dearborn’s hidden  history

Aviation pioneer Charles Lindbergh
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well-known area farmer, financier, promoter, speaker, 
lawyer and writer. He helped for the Dearborn Historical 
Commission which led to the establishment of the 
Dearborn Historical Museum.

•	 Lindbergh School - named in honor of Charles A. 
Lindbergh, famous aviator.

•	 Lowery Street & School - named for Harvey H. Lowery 
(1878-1961), superintendent of the Springwells, Fordson, 
and Dearborn School districts, 1921-1946.

•	 Mason Street - named for Stevens Thomson Mason (1811-
1843), first Governor of the State of Michigan.

•	 Morley Street - named for Frederick Morley, Detroit 
newspaperman.

•	 Nowlin Street & School - named for William Nowlin 
(1821-1889), pioneer in Dearborn and author of a first hand 
account of Dearborn pioneer life, The Bark Covered House.

•	 Schaefer Road - named for Joseph Schaefer (1833-1897), 
Civil War veteran, operated a hotel and tavern on the 
corner of Michigan Avenue and Schaefer Road.

•	 Snow Road & School - named for Dr. Edward Sparrow 
Snow (1820-1892), pioneer doctor in Dearborn and land 
owner. 

•	 Stout Middle School - named for William Bushnell 
Stout, American aviation pioneer. Stout performed 
groundbreaking work in the automotive and aviation fields 
and he designed an aircraft that eventually became the Ford 
Trimotor.

 

 Again, this is only a small sampling of area name origins, the 
Dearborn area is rich in connections to the past. To find out 
the origin of additional names, visit the Dearborn Historical 
Museum at 915 Brady Street or pay a visit to the Museum’s 
website at thedhm.com for more. If there is a specific name not 
listed in the online resources, there is an email option through 
the website. Part of the mission of the Dearborn Historical 
Museum is to educate the public and the archivists stand at 
the ready to assist and answer questions.

Joshua Howard, first Commandant of Dearbornville arsenal

Dr. Edward Sparrow Snow (1820-1892)Joseph Schaefer (1833-1897)

William Buchnell Stout (1880-1956)
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The table was a wedding present my parents received 
when they were married in Saginaw on a snowy 
November day in 1940.  It was the first piece of 

furniture in their new apartment. Little did they know what 
an important role it would play in their legacy and the family 
history covering the next eighty years.
 
 I can imagine them having their first morning coffee sitting 
at the table, just as they did for many years after that November 
day in 1940. What were they thinking about that morning? 
Probably what all newlyweds think about. Of course, in just a 
few short weeks, they would be sitting together, at that table, 
talking about the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

 The top of the table was made of oak, supported by chrome 
legs. The four chairs had an oak seat and back on a chrome 
frame. The top was expandable to include an additional leaf. 
Built to last. 

 My early memories of this table were in our home on 
Harrison Street. It is amazing how we can recall details of a 
room from 70 years ago, but struggle to remember what we ate 
yesterday. I remember where the table was positioned by the 
window overlooking the neighbors yard, where the telephone 
hung on the wall so you could talk while sitting at the table, 
and the small potbellied stove that sat in the corner that would 
help heat the room along with some cooking. 

THE KITCHEN TABLE
An Artifact Helps Tell a Story
by John Polzin

Editor’s Note: Never underestimate the power of an artifact. Historians, collection technicians and story tellers use them all the time to 
help augment and enhance stories of the past. The item can be as small as a ring or as large as a house. Artifacts evoke memories which 
in turn can become part of an oral history and the historical record. As the Dearborn Historical Museum continues to organize its 
collections and increase the number of artifacts listed in the database connected to relevant historical information, the ability to tell 
interesting stories increases. The goal of Museum staff is to preserve and tell the stories of Dearborn’s past and artifacts are a huge part 
of that mission. The following story, told by Museum docent John Polzin, is an example of the power of an artifact to connect people 
with the past and present and even inspire hopes for the future. 
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 My father was an early riser and one morning when I 
was probably only 4, I came downstairs when he was fixing 
breakfast and he asked me if I wanted some. He fixed me 
fried bologna and eggs, I ate them at the table and then went 
back to bed. Why I still remember this 70 years later I cannot 
explain, other than it is a good memory (and to this day I still 
fix fried bologna and eggs).

 The table was used for many birthday celebrations with 
the opening of gifts and the customary cake. Luckily, some 
of these are preserved in photos. There were times when the 
table was a part of serious discussions by my parents of what 
lay ahead for them and their three children. If only the table 
could talk.

 One other memory I have of the table on Harrison Street is 
when I did not want to eat my supper. My father would go to 
the phone and threaten to call Father Baker’s home for boys to 
come and take me away. This happened more than once. This 
also was a common threat to my brother and sister at times.
We moved to another home on Oakley Street in 1952 and 
the table moved with us. It would be the place for the next 15 
years where all serious family discussions and decisions would 
be made, along with everyday meals and games of all sorts. 
What memories would be made in those 15 years.

 The table eventually came to rest in front of windows 
overlooking our own back yard. Hours would be spent watching 
the snow fall, waiting for a cardinal to visit the bird feeder, 
anticipating the arrival of spring and the lilac bushes in full array.

 My siblings thought it funny to distract me while eating 
supper and steal my plate. I didn’t think it funny at the time, 
but looking back I laugh. The family meal was also a time of 
learning. My mother would pick a word from the dictionary 
and we had to learn the definition and use it in a sentence. Not 
really what I wanted to do when friends were waiting for me to 
make up a team for baseball.

 After supper, the table became our school homework desk. 
It would serve in that capacity into our college years. I recall 
my mother having our own spelling lessons while I was still in 
grade school. She was the one to explain fractions in a way I 
could understand. The table became our school at home, both 
academically and socially.

 One of the anticipated events every year was the decorating 
of Christmas cookies, all done on the table by Tom, Irene and 
myself. We were responsible for the icing and making sure the 
finished product looked acceptable. What a mess we made. 
The big reindeer cookies would never make it off the table in 
one piece.

 Another tradition that started in the late 1940’s and into 
the early 1950’s was the making of the “Good Behavior 
Chart” covering up to six weeks before Christmas. The layout, 
printing, artwork and block lettering were all completed on 
the table.  It was made on poster board and was a daily chart 
where we would receive either a silver star (good) or a blue 
star (bad) based on our performance in the categories such 
as: helpfulness and obedience, changing and picking up our 

clothes, sleeping, picking up 
after ourselves. It was a way 
of teaching us responsibility, 
though we didn’t realize it at 
the time. Being the youngest, 
I naturally received more blue 
stars than my older brother 
and sister. It did keep us on 
our good behavior during a 
busy time for our parents. 

 The chart was placed on a 
wall in the kitchen, visible 
to anyone and everyone that 
walked into the room.  I 
would have received warnings 
regarding my performance in 
weeks one through three, but 
I was able to save my visit 
from Santa with stellar weeks 
five and six.  (To this day I 
still believe Tom and Irene 
were bribing our parents 
with their allowance.)
 
 Saturday mornings in our 
home were different than 
most of my friends. We were Chart Completed in 1951 on the Table. Blue stars: Tom-1, Irene-1, John -5 It was not one of 

my banner years.
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not allowed to sleep in, but would be rudely awakened by 
eight a.m. When we sat at the table for breakfast each of us 
would be handed our list of chores to be completed before 
we went to the afternoon movies at the Court Street theater. 
It was years before I learned there were cartoons on television 
on Saturday morning. It was also years before I learned why 
we went to the movies every Saturday afternoon. It was to give 
mom and dad time to themselves.

 With an abundance of Aunts and Uncles it was common for 
one of them to stop by unannounced on Saturday or Sunday. 
They would stop by just to chat or discuss family matters. This 
would take place at the kitchen table. Saturday evenings and 
Sunday afternoons were also times for relatives to visit and 
play cards. The sight of full ashtrays and empty beer bottles 
left on the table after an evening of games was not unusual.    

 My two great Aunts no longer wanted to drive so my father 
would take them to church on Sunday and pick them up after 
the service. They would visit after church and we would sit at 
the table and share the coffee cake they had made for us. They 
were two great ladies who knew how to bake.

 My parents always sat at the same ends of the table, mother 
closer to the sink and pantry, father at the other end. Above 
him was a small shelf on which we had a radio (AM only) 
which we would turn on occasionally. When I think of that 
radio, the picture that comes to mind is my father sitting at 
the table, working a crossword puzzle while listening to the 
Tiger’s ball game.

 Other than meals, the table was the center for playing 
games. When cousins were over, we played spoons and games 
such as Fan Tan or Rummy. But the fondest memories are of 
playing cribbage with my father and double solitaire with my 
mother.

 It helped pass the time during the cold winter months but 
the real benefit I realize now was the bonding with my parents. 
How fortunate we were.

 The table, although still functional, started to show its age. 
For Christmas in 1967, I told my parents I had a surprise gift 
for them. I told them it would fit underneath a Christmas tree. 
(I didn’t explain the tree was only a foot tall). I had a new table 
and chair set delivered when they were at work. When they 
arrived home, there was the new table under a small artificial 
tree.

 The old table, the one that had served the family for 27 
years, was now banished to the basement, where it started to 
gather dust.

 But do not be dismayed, the need for the table would 
shortly be resurrected.

 A job change, in 1969, required a move to Dearborn and 
the need to have my own apartment. I asked my parents: “can 
I take the old table to use?” They agreed and the table was now 
to be used in its third home. For the next 29 years, the table 
was used, sometimes sparingly, in different locations, but even 
if I did not have space for it, I could not let it go. 

 In 2001, I had the opportunity to refinish the table and 
three of the chairs (I still cannot remember what happened to 
the fourth). It is now used in the Dearborn home we moved 
to in 1998, technically the seventh home for the table. Its 
present station is in my basement next to my computer. Over 
the holidays, it serves as an additional buffet table, usually for 
desserts. Currently, it holds an unfinished jigsaw puzzle that I 
received as a Christmas gift. 

 Insert image of refinished table here with the caption below:
This table has been the centerpiece of many events and 
activities in its 80 year history. It connects memories of the 
past with living in the present.

 At Christmas time in 2018, my granddaughter and 
I wanted to play a game of cribbage, but the kitchen table 
upstairs was being used so we went to the basement where 
“The Table” was. Of the three grandchildren I taught how to 
play cribbage, she is always determined to beat me. When we 
started to play, I realized that this was the same table that I 
learned to play cribbage on and here I am playing on it with 
my granddaughter.

 I told her about learning the game on the table and 
hopefully after I pass, she or one of my grandsons will save 
the table and someday teach their own children the game of 
cribbage and relate the history of “The Table.”

 Could “The Table” last another 80 years?

 There is something comforting about having a reminder 
from your childhood (like grandma’s old rocker that you sat in 
when your feet could not touch the floor), the  good memories 
it helps bring back. Rarely is it a piece of furniture such as a 
kitchen table, but for me, that is the place where so much of 
my activity has centered around. 

 Whatever the fate of this piece of furniture may be, it has 
served its original owners and one of their sons far beyond 
what was expected when it was received as a wedding gift in 
1940. 

 I see “The Table” every day. The memories I have shared 
here are but a few, but it is this artifact that connects me to 
my past and yet still to my present. A copy of this brief history 
will be with the table when it makes its next move where new 
memories, made by a new family, will be added.
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One of the Dearborn Historical Museum’s most expansive and diverse collections is our assortment of 
women’s vintage clothing. The Museum’s collection includes clothing and accessories from the late 1700s 
up to the present day. The primary focus of the collection is preserving pieces belonging to former or 

current Dearborn residents.

 Currently, some of the Museum’s vintage clothing pieces are on display in the “Changing Our Community: 
The Women’s Club Movement in Dearborn” exhibit at the McFadden-Ross House. Developed by Museum staff 
member Loren Harvey and volunteer Jessica Ledbetter, the exhibit showcases a variety of clubs, including the 
Garden Club of Dearborn, the League of Women Voters, Zonta International, the Dearborn Organization of 
Registered Nurses, the Winter Study Club, the Fordson Women’s Club, the Arab American Women’s Business 
Council, and the Daughters of the American Revolution. If you are interested in seeing this exhibit, please consider 
calling the Museum before stopping by.

 The progress on projects like this positions the Dearborn Historical Museum to provide additional programming 
to the public and tell more of the great stories connected to Dearborn and its past. If you are interested in working on 
this project,  please contact the museum at (313) 565-3000 or email the staff at museum@ci.dearborn.mi.us. There 
are a variety of opportunities and the Museum staff is very flexible in terms of training and time commitment.

From the Collections: 
Women’s Vintage Clothing & Accessories
 A Behind the Scenes Look at Museum Collections Work In Progress

By Matthew Graff, Collections Manager

Daisy Lovain receiving her volunteer award presented by Chief Curator Jack 
Tate and Collections Manager Matthew Graff

Vintage fans
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 Since 2017, volunteers at the Dearborn Historical Museum 
have contributed almost 2,000 hours cataloging and researching the 
Museum’s vintage clothing collection. Our top volunteers working on this 
project include Daisy Lovain, who has invested 249 hours and Maryann 
Tyrchniewicz with 219 hours. Also provided support in this area has been 
Jilda Franks and Marguerite Baumgardner with over 100 hours. The 
following are some of the artifacts that have been inventoried so far:

•	 Over 1,400 Hats, all have been inventoried
•	 Over 1,000 Dresses, 529 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 500 Pairs of Shoes, all have been inventoried
•	 Over 250 Purses, all have been inventoried
•	 Over 400 Coats/Jackets, 183 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 200 Fans, 137 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 200 Petticoats, 133 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 110 Gloves/Mittens, 83 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 100 Parasols/Umbrellas, 70 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 500 Nightgowns, 55 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 200 Skirts, 77 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 200 Slips, 63 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 200 Blouses, 63 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 150 Wedding Gowns, 87 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 50 Scarves, 25 have been inventories so far
•	 Over 25 Muffs, 21 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 50 Military & Nurse’s Uniforms, 26 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 25 Pairs of Earrings/Rings, 20 have been inventoried so far
•	 Over 25 Bonnets/Hijabs, 19 have been inventoried so far
•	 Precisely 17 Necklaces, all have been inventoried
•	 Over 15 Corsets, 11 have been inventoried so far
•	 Precisely 10 Compacts, all have been inventoriedVintage hats and shoes.

This shawl belonged to Clara 
Snow, an active member of 
several Dearborn Women’s 
Clubs.

Dresses which have been catalogued by docents of the Dearborn Historical Museum.



{    16    }

Witness to Dearborn History Part 2
Conclusion of an interview with Charles Dapprich (1885-1983) by Donald Baut

Mr. B: Do you remember the Ross family?
Mr. D: Oh yes…They used to have a peacock…where you 
go down towards the river. That used to be all collard bushes 
and we used to go down there and collect feathers off him, 
those great big long ones, plumes, pretty feathers.

Mr. B: Then you remember Nathaniel Ross then, the 
father?
Mr. D: Yes, and his wife. They owned a farm from Telegraph 
straight to Keveney Road (named after local landowner 
Michael Keveney). They used to call it Keveney…

Mr. B: Grindley Park used to be Keveney Road.
Mr. D: Their farm used to run way up to Telegraph. The 
other side of Telegraph used to have Flynn’s Woods. We used 
to go up there and get wintergreen berries.

Mr. B: Where was Flynn’s Woods, on the east side of 
Telegraph Road?
Mr. D: West.

Mr. B: Was that where the Clay Farm was or was it north 
of there?
Mr. D: The Clay Farm runs from Michigan Avenue across 
the track. There were two. There was Gene Clay and Frank 
Clay. Of course, that’s outside of the Village. The Village only 
ran to Nowlin Road.

Mr. B: Did you know the Gulleys at all?
Mr. D: Yes, Orrin was register of deeds here.
Insert Orrin P. Gulley 1 image CAPTION: Orrin P. 
Gulley (1858-1926) was born in Dearborn and became 
Wayne County Register of Deeds in 1898. He was also 
superintendent of the county hospital at Eloise and held 
various political posts in Dearborn.

Mr. B: I wonder if you recall when the Commandant’s 
Quarters was a residence. Do you recall Bernie Magoonaugh, 
the fellow who, I believe, had only one hand was it?
Mr. D: I don’t remember him, no. The Magoonaughs used 
to live on Monroe. I don’t remember anybody living in the 

quarters at all. That’s before my time. 

Mr. B: Do you recall the office that was 
there?
Mr. D: No, that was before my time. You 
know, there’s a well (we called it a well). 
It was a cis-tern on Monroe between 
Garrison and Michigan Avenue. The Fire 
Department used to have a hand pump.

Mr. B: Yes. That’s where they got their 
water.
Mr. D: Yes. Of course, they couldn’t 
do anything about Arna Mills in those 
days. Fire! Oh Baby! (see part one of 
this interview in the last issue for more 
information on Area Mills)

Nathaniel Ross (1825-1918); Elizabeth Wilson Ross (1837-1900); 
Nathaniel married Elizabeth in 1859. 

Editor’s Note: Charles Dapprich almost lived to be one hundred years old. In that time, he was a witness to a lot of local history. His family 
roots in the Dearborn area go back to the mid-19th Century. In this oral history interview, Dapprich talks about many structures, local 
businesses and people who played a role in Dearborn’s past. He gives readers a window into an early area industry, brick making, as he 
worked at the Wagner brickyards as a teenager and eventually worked for the Michigan Central Railroad. Dapprich provides insight into 
the landscape of a bygone era and how that landscape was changing. Some of the descriptions in this interview depict an area unrecognizable 
to the citizens of today. Images are provided to help show the area as it was and to illustrate specific topics discussed in the interview. A few 
of the Arsenal buildings are discussed which were still standing. If you would like to know more about where these buildings were, what 
they were used for and what happened to them, please visit the Dearborn Historical Museum. The oral history recording was transcribed by 
Matthew Graff, Collections Manager of the Dearborn Historical Museum. 
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Mr. B: Of course, Michigan Avenue was a lot different 
than it is today. I suppose you recall when it was just a 
dirt road.
Mr. D: Oh, it used to be a plank road. Oh dust! Under 
the planks it was all dust. They used to gravel it. In the 
fall when melons got ripe, farmers would go down to the 
Western Market on that. Then we’d go out there when we 
were kids and we’d ask for melons. Sometimes they gave 
us some.

Mr. B: Well, how long did you live on Elm Street then?
Mr. D: Well, that’s over fifty years ago now because we 
lived here fifty years, more than fifty years.

Mr. B: So then you moved from Elm Street over here 
onto Homer.
Mr. D: Yes.

Mr. B: You have lived in two homes, really.
Mr. D: Yes.

Mr. B: Did the Dapprichs ever have a vegetable market 
or a vegetable store at all, do you re-call?
Mr. D: No. Mr. Woelke and my brother-in-law, Mr. 
Prehn, bought Greenwalds out. We ran that for quite a 
while. Of course, we got a lot of credit. There were only 
two chain stores here then – Smith store on Michigan 
Avenue near Oakwood. And, of course, where that 
Optical Cen-ter is now (in the Calvin Theater Building).

Mr. B: How long did you have this store? Did this 
happen after you were off the railroad?
Mr. D: Yes, a couple of years after I quit the railroad. 
Me and my sister used to run a little restau-rant when 
Ford made his tractor down here. We used to run a little 
restaurant, practically right next to the library there, just 
a plain building. We used to sell candy and we’d serve 
just ham-burgers and hot dogs, coffee. We had a great big 
coffee urn. We’d put the coffee in a big salt bag. We’d boil 
that, serve coffee there in the morning, in the afternoon 
and evening when they went out. We used to serve pie 
and lunch meat. We used to sell what they called “French 
Rings” there. We used to sell them for a nickel. They were 
as big as a saucer. Now look what they are in the store!

Mr. B: When did you have the restaurant? Was that 
after you got off of Michigan Central?
Mr. D: Yes. We took that over from the fellow (who) used 
to sell liquor. My mother rented to him (and) chased him 
out. So we took it over.

Mr. B: What happened to the restaurant business?
Mr. D: We didn’t sell it out. We just went down. Ford 
bought the properties, too.

Mr. B: You had to leave?
Mr. D: Yes. I owned 
a lot right next to my 
mother’s. My brother 
owns that big house n 
the cor-ner of Howe 
and Garrison. He was 
the administrator for 
my mother’s estate. She 
couldn’t read or write, 
you know. So Ford 
offered them eighteen 
thousand dollars. He 
wanted more for it and 
at last he took fifteen 
thousand dollars. I lost 
about four thousand off 
of him. 

Mr. B: Well, did you sell 
the market at the same 
time?
Mr. D: No. We just quit. We didn’t sell the market at 
all. We just went out of business. (We) couldn’t go any 
longer, couldn’t get any more money. 

Mr. B: Was that during the Depression?
Mr. D: Just about the time the Depression came on.
[…]

Mr. B: What did you do after you went out of business 
in the market?
Mr. D: Oh, I went down and hired out on the Ford 
farms. I worked there a while, a little stand right there 
at Southfield and Village Road. They took me and put 
me in there. It was in the sum-mertime. They put me in 
there doing that. Of course, I had experience, you see. 
Of course, I knew the boss on the farms, Fred Laskowski. 
He knew I ran a store. So he put me on there. (He) 
came and got me off the farm and put me on there in 
the summer. In the winter I worked (as a) sweeper in the 
machine shop. They had a printing shop in there then 
too, The Dearborn Inde-pendent. Of course, I didn’t have 
anything to do with that printing shop. I was hired as a 
sweeper in there.
[…]

Mr. B: Did you ever work for the City of Dearborn?
Mr. D: Oh yes. That’s when I was working at the market. 
The boss’s name was “Buddy.” He’s got a cottage up at 
Cedar Lake. He used to go up with his family there. My 
boss from the Sanita-tion Department came and talked 
me into quitting the job and I went to work for the City 
on Sanitation. That’s the last place I worked for the City.

Orrin P. Gulley (1858-1926) was 
born in Dearborn and became 
Wayne County Register of 
Deeds in 1898. He was also 
superintendent of the county 
hospital at Eloise and held 
various political posts in 
Dearborn.
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Mr. B: How long did you work for the City?
Mr. D: Gee, twelve years I think. [...]

Mr. B: Do you remember Louis Howe?
Mr. D: Oh yes. He was undertaker here. His son Stub, we 
called him “Stub,” his name was Elba, he runs…
Insert Louis W. Howe 1 CAPTION: Civic leader and noted 
Dearborn businessman Louis W. Howe (1873-1961) held 
several public office positions including township clerk, 
township treas-urer, village clerk, school board official, 
volunteer fire chief and census taker. He was also in-
strumental in developing Ford Field. Though Howe had 
worked for the railroad in different ca-pacities for a number 
of years, he is best remembered for his mortuary business, 
which he inher-ited from his father, Elba Howe. In 1955 
Howe, had a new elementary school named for him.

Mr. B: A marina.
Mr. D: Yes, up at Indian River. Yes, when I go up north, I 
always go there and see him.

Mr. B: Did you ever know the Haighs very well?
Mr. D: I knew Paul. He took care of Northview Cemetery. 
They lived on Monroe, right back of the school there. I 
remember their daughters. One of their daughters was a 
nurse. Paul’s son-in-law ran the cemetery but he quit that. I 
don’t know who runs it now. Mary Haigh is a nurse.

Mr. B: You remember when they built the houses on 
Mason Street?
Mr. D: Yes.
[…]

Mr. B: Who put these homes up there on Mason?
Mr. D: A contractor by the name of Dittmer. I don’t know 
what his first name was. He was from Detroit. He built all 
those homes. Those were almost all in there. On the corner 
of Beech and Mason, both sides, there were two farmers. 
One was Chris Prehn, another was John Prehn. Chris Prehn 
owned the one on that side; John Prehn owned the one on 
this side. The old man used to carry the mailbag, put it on 
the mail stand where the train would grab it while it was 
going through. That was old John. His son lived next door. 
His daughter lives in there yet. Their name is Gillette. She 
and her brother, Russell, live there yet. And I don’t know 
who lives on the other (corner).

Mr. B: Getting back to the railroad, do you recall when 
William Clark was here?
Mr. D: Oh yes. They had a home where those buildings 
are on Monroe and the other side of Park. Where those 
government building they used to have a home in there. 
There was Clark and there was Nowlin living there, too, 
because there were two buildings. Nowlin lived right along-
side the park. Of course, there was no park there then. The 
Clarks lived just away from the track there. They lived on 
Monroe. They used to call that Center Street.
[…]

Mr. B: Arthur Sloss?
Mr. D: Yes. They used to have a big building just this side of 
Military. That is their property ran up to Military in those 
days. They had a big house there, a square house.

Mr. B: Do you recall the time that the Sloss Building 
burned down when the Masonic Temple was upstairs then?

The Ford Farms program impacted thousands throughout its time. Henry Ford acquired farm land throughout southeastern Michigan. 
Many small, family-sized farm houses were included in these land acquisitions. Ford had the houses repaired, modernized, furnished, 
and then rented them out to his employees. Ford donated most of the produce grown on the farms to needy families and individuals and 
the program hired local residents. On July 1, 1944, the program was transferred to Ford Motor Company and thereafter considered an 
operating division of the company. Henry Ford Farms was not a profitable operation, forcing Ford Motor Company to later liquidate the 
farm land.
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Sacred Heart Church, the impressive landmark at the northwest 
corner of Michigan and Military Avenues in West Dearborn, 

marked its 90th year of conducting Mass on Christmas Eve of 
2019. However, many may not know that Sacred Heart Parish 
existed long before the present edifice was begun in 1929. The 
history of the Sacred Heart congregation actually began in 1836, 
when Irish Catholic settlers were finding their way to the area 
that today is known as Dearborn. An early parish biography, 
The Beginning and Development of Catholicity in Dearborn, 
written by Fr. Matthew Schaeken and published c 1876, 
recorded that the first mass was celebrated in a pioneer home in 
1836, by a Fr. O’Kavanaugh, who traveled out from Detroit on 
horseback. Additional priests were occasionally commissioned to 
attend to the small flock’s spiritual needs. The first frame church, 
situated near Mason and Park streets was erected by 1848. It was 
known then as St. John’s. Pastoral ministry was recorded by Fr. 
Schaeken, who himself arrived in 1874. Schaeken saw to many 
renovations and even moved the frame church to a slightly better 
location. By 1875, he saw that the church was rededicated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, and by 1876 the nearby church cemetery, 
Mt. Kelley, was also dedicated. When Schaeken’s tenure ended, 
the rural Catholic community carried on with various pastors 
until Fr. Rudolph Marker arrived and stayed 22 years, from 1893 
until 1915 when he died.

By 1910, the sleepy farm town was on the verge of a 
metamorphosis. With the dawn of the Ford Motor Company, 

Dearborn would no longer continue as a quiet rural area. By 
1915, Detroit Bishop John Foley perceived the coming change, 
and understood that Dearborn would need a parish that could 
service the needs of Catholics in an area destined to become a city. 
He assigned a young priest capable to lead the congregation of 
73 families through growth that would span decades. That priest, 
Fr. Alphonse Sharpe, would move the small congregation from 
the small frame church to a new location purchased at Michigan 
and Military. There he would build a campus that would sustain 
an expanding Catholic population. Sharpe remained pastor for 
37 years, until his death in 1953.

When Fr. Sharpe arrived on January 3rd 1916, and learned 
that the total 1915 total Income was $700, he set to work to 
create the support needed to fund his aspirations for the parish. 
Within a short 6 months, he had secured subscription money 
for the Michigan avenue lots he would need to accomplish his 
goals. Plans ensued for funding and development. The first 
building was announced in the Detroit Free Press in 1917, and 
when finished in 1918 it was hailed by the Dearborn Press for 
its architectural beauty. The multifunction building serving as 
church, school and social hall, supported parish needs over the 
next decade.

The 1920s was a decade of remarkable growth and change for 
Dearborn. The one-time muddy Michigan roads gave way to 
gravel, brick and concrete. Farms gave way to neighborhoods. The 

This is the earliest known picture of the church building which serves parishioners today. 
It is a remarkable example of modern Romanesque architecture.

Sacred Heart Parish:
 A Long and Rich History

By Mary Beth Oravec

 Editor’s note: Mary Beth Oravec has been a member of the Sacred Heart Parish all of her life. Her parents moved to Dearborn in 
1939. Oravec is a product of Sacred Heart High School and was instrumental in the beginnings of a museum and archives to house 
artifacts from the history of the parish. Today, she serves as Curator of the Sacred Heart Museum collection.
Mr. D: Oh yes. The Maccabees had one up there, too. I 
belonged to the Maccabees. You see, they had a stairway 
going up the southeast corner.

Mr. B: Do you recall when they put the interurban 
through Dearborn at all?
Mr. D: No. I had a picture of it when the first car came 
out there, too. Lou Howe was on there, I think. There was 
a big fire here in Dearborn. There was a big store right 
on Michigan Avenue between Mason and Monroe called 
Lapham’s. I don’t know if it was a hardware store. I think it 
was a hardware store. Yes. In fact Frank Miller used to work 
for them. That burned down. The building was made of sheet 
iron. It was real thin. Wasn’t very heavy. There was another 
fire on, gee, where the heck was it there. Well, Lapham didn’t 
run it then. A fellow by the name of Caru-so ran it then.
[…]

Mr. B: You recall Joe Cronogue pretty well, don’t you?
Mr. D: Oh yes, the barber? Where I lived, he’d play one tune, 
that’s all. That’s all the tune it was. One tune, that’s all he’d 
play. He had a barber shop, you know. His daughter owned 
the building. There was a bake shop in there. Part of that 
building is there yet.
[…]

Mr. B: I see. You remember Old (Mr.) Wagner, then, don’t 
you?
Mr. D: Oh yes. You know, I don’t know whether it was on 
the bottom he had one tooth out there and he used to have a 
cigar stuck right in there. Yes.

Mr. B: He was a short fellow.
Mr. D: And how. He used to walk down the track from his 
home. His home was right on Monroe. He used to have a big 
home there. Oh, the Damons lived in there last.
[…]

The Sloss building was a brick 
structure fronting Michigan Avenue 
and extending south on the west 
side of Mason Street.  David Sloss 
and Son operated a General Store 
on the first and second floors. The 
Masonic Lodge moved into the third 
floor in 1872. In 1905, a fire started in 
the basement of the building and the 
massive blaze destroyed the entire 
building and all of its contents.

Henry Haigh (1854-1942), prominent attorney and Dearborn 
historian, headed the Northview Cemetery Association for 
many years. When the articles of in-corporation became 
defunct, Haigh personally purchased the remaining shares 
of the cemetery. For several years, Northview Cemetery was 
owned and operated by the Haigh family.
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Mr. B: Where did you skate, on the Rouge River?
Mr. D: No, on Twin Lakes. Of course, that used to be way 
down then. The wind wouldn’t get in there. And let’s see, 
there was one big pond there and a small one over farther. 
There was a road running between them. Of course, we never 
skated on that one, the one on the other side of Elm Street 
there. Just this side of the track. There’s one there, too.

Mr. B: And you used to skate on those?
Mr. D: And how! In the winter.

Mr. B: Did you ever catch fish out of the Rouge River?
Mr. D: Did I? And how! Talk about fish! In the spring when 
we used to have high water, after the high water went down, 
we used to dip. We dipped in the little creek, too, at night. 
We used to catch mullet and suckers, great big ones. These 
suckers had lots of bones in them. Wow! The mullets had big 
bones, just the ribs and backbone.

Mr. B: Then you’d bring those home and eat them.
Mr. D: Oh yes, heck yes. Farmer by the name of Valient, on 
the Saturday after the water went down, they’d bring their 
nets up. They’d leave their rigs up to the house and they’d 
go down to the Rouge, right there in front of the (George) 
Washington Carver Building now. That’s where they used to 
fish with a net. In the morning we’d get up and there was a 
whole tub of fish there.

Mr. B: Did they get their ice off of the river during the 
winter at all, do you recall?
Mr. D: They got it off the ponds. There used to be a pond, 
what they called Black’s Pond. They used to get it down 
there, too. That wasn’t a very big pond. Reynolds had an 
(icehouse). Well, Papkes had an icehouse, too. They used to 
fill them in the winter.

Mr. B: Who was the physician for the area? Did you have 
a doctor at all when you were sick at all?
Mr. D: Well, you see, Dr. Burdeno. He had his office in old 
Dan Tompkins’ place when he first came here. Then he built 
himself an office on Garrison. See, Morley only runs as far as 
Howe. That’s all as far as Morley runs. You see, there’s three 
houses in there. (Clara) Snow lives in one yet, I guess. That 
big one. There’s two more in there. One belonged to Harry 
(Snow) and one be-longed to (George) Edwin Moore. (He) 
married the Snow daughter, Gertrude. 

Mr. B: You probably did a great deal of hunting. Where 
did you do most of your hunting?
Mr. D: South of here, all around here.

Mr. B: What did you catch?
Mr. D: Cottontails and a few squirrels. There weren’t many 
squirrels around then. Lots of them around now! Cottontails 
were good eating those days, better than snowshoes. Those 

Located on the east side of Oakwood Boulevard and south of Michigan Avenue, two ponds were created when the Wagner Brick Company 
began mining clay from this area. Today, this is part of the Ford Motor Company’s property, and one of the ponds has been filled in and 
converted to a parking lot. This was a popular spot for ice skating through the years and was known as the Twin Ponds.

Beginning in the late 1800s, Joe Cronogue operated a barber 
shop in a two-story building on Michigan Avenue. The 
building burned down in 1907.
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snowshoes were all skin and bone. Take cottontails. They got 
a lot of meat on their back. They used to make stew out of 
them. We never pickled anything. We always stewed them. 
They were good. There used to be a blacksmith shop. Do you 
know where the Oddfellows Temple is? There used to be a 
blacksmith shop. That was Twork’s Blacksmith Shop. And 
the old man was a wagonmaker. Rudy, their son, was in the 
business of wagon making, too. Charlie was a blacksmith.

Mr. B: Well, what did the Rosses grow on that land there, 
do you know?
Mr. D: Oh, they had an asparagus patch. That’s about all in 
there except some winter pear trees on there. That was over 
there by Michigan Avenue, you mean? I don’t remember 
them even run-ning a farm…

Mr. B: Of course, the Wagner brickyard had shut down a 
few years before your father passed away, didn’t it?
Mr. D: Oh, somebody else ran it then. See, Wagners sold out 
to, let’s see, who in the heck was it? I can’t remember who it 
was.

Mr. B: Did your father continue to work for (the new 
owners)?
Mr. D: No.

Mr. B: Did he retire?
Mr. D: Oh yes. He was old then. He’d sit in the west window 
smoking his pipe and go in the back and get a nip.
[…]

Mr. B: How much of a wage did you get at that time [at 
the brickyard]?
Mr. D: A dollar eighty-five a day.
Insert 

Mr. B: And how many days a week?
Mr. D: Six days. We never worked on Sunday. We could have 
got done in about six hours but those doggone Germans were 
bullheaded (and) had to work through. So we had to put in 
our whole eight hours. Sometimes ten, on account of the 
Germans. We used to play “Shinney.” “Shinney on the Oats.” 
All these fellows from uptown used to come down and play 
“Shinney” on Sunday. It was skating. They’d all come skating. 
We used to shovel that snow off the ice by hand. We didn’t 
have a plow in those days. When there was a lot of snow, we 
used to pile it up in the middle, skate around it. That was too 
deep a snow. It would take too long to clean it off.

Mr. B: Do you think the winters were worse when you 
were younger than they are today?

Outbuildings can be seen on the Ross property. Following the closure of the United States Arsenal at Dearbornville in 1875, the powder 
magazine building was sold to Nathaniel Ross who in 1882-1883 began converting the structure into a farm house and homestead for his 
family. Nearly 70 years later in 1950, the house’s last inhabitant Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie” Ross willed the house to the City of Dearborn to 
become part of the Dearborn Historical Museum. After substantial renovations, the McFadden-Ross House officially opened as a Museum 
in 1956. (A portion of the Ross house can be seen to the right.)
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Mr. D: Oh yes. You know, years ago I was 
living down on Fort Street with a fellow by 
the name of Wickert. He got married. He 
used to board at our place, worked at the 
brickyard, too. One Sunday morning it was 
so doggone cold that I wouldn’t take the 
fellows to the yard. (We) had to go over the 
tracks to see if there were any broken rails 
or anything. So I walked. I just had a derby 
hat one. I walked a block and my ears were 
stiff. It got thirty below zero that winter. The 
snow was so hard you could put your hands 
on them on the ground and crack! You 
know, some people don’t believe that… 

Mr.D (extra commentary): There’s a 
couple of old buildings west of there on 
Park, brick. Wittersheim owns it now. 
Charlie Racho used to own it. I remember 
that. West of that big building, Levagood 
building (southwest corner or Park and 
Monroe). There’s an old home on Monroe 
just right up the sidewalk there, up that 
side, Rohde’s old home. That’s really old. 
They used to all work on the brickyard, 
too. That one Rhode was what you called a 
“dumper,” dumped molds. Dumpers used 
to take bricks out of the mold…

Dearborn’s first major industry was brick 
making. Anthony Wagner moved to Dearborn 
Township in 1867. He was an industrious 
businessman who prided himself for the 
fine bricks made at his factory. Competition 
was keen as 20 different brick companies 
participated in brick making in the 19th 
Century. About 1875, Anthony purchased some 
of brick maker Titus Dort’s land. After a period 
of time, he felt that the existing companies were 
not making bricks correctly. He modified the 
firing methods and consequently produced a 
harder, more durable product. Wagner’s bricks 
were used to build many Dearborn homes as 
well as St. Joseph’s Retreat and Eloise. Many 
others were shipped west. The brickyards 
thrived for many years and Wagner’s operation 
provided employment for many local folks. 
The image to the left shows the dumper molds 
mentioned by Charles Dapprich.

Twork Bros. blacksmith shop operated at Mason and Park from 1880 until 1912.
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The lifeblood of an institution like the Dearborn Historical Museum 
(DHM) is directly related to the quality of docent who invests time and 
care there. The DHM has been fortunate in attracting some very dedicated 

people who bring a heart for making the Museum something the community can 
be proud of. Tom Saroglia is a multitalented volunteer who has helped organize 
and catalog thousands upon thousands of items in the Museum’s collections. His 
continuing efforts to properly identify, label, and photograph these objects have 
not gone unnoticed. Tom has also been part of an extensive project repairing 
and restoring the Museum’s automobiles and furniture collection. Even as new 
obstacles appear at almost every turn, Tom’s commitment has been unwavering. 
The Museum staff thanks you, Tom, for all of your hard work; your efforts are appreciate more than you know.

Why did you want to volunteer at the Dearborn Historical Museum?
To make new friends and contribute to the continued success of the Dearborn Historical Museum.

What has been your favorite docent moment so far?
After rebuilding the 1922 Model T engine, my friend Chet and I were actually able to get it to run.

What does volunteering at the Dearborn Historical Museum mean to you?
Volunteering has given me the opportunity to work on antique automobiles, repair furniture, and help catalog museum artifacts.

Tom hanging the Dearborn Historical Banner.

Tom pictured with long time docent 
Harold Rahrig.

DOCENT CORNER: Profiling Tom Saroglia
        position: Collections Work

Tom catalogues each item in the collections with an image.

Each artifact is placed in storage and is easily accessed if needed.

If you are interested in being a docent at the Dearborn Historical 
Museum like Tom, please contact the museum at (313) 565-
3000 or email the staff at museum@ci.dearborn.mi.us. There are 
a variety of opportunities and the Museum staff is very flexible in 
terms of training and time commitment. 
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Treasures from the Gift Shop

If you are interested in any of the items you see here, please call the Museum at 313-565-3000 
or visit us at 915 Brady Street.

T-Shirts
Museum Guild of Dearborn

“Home Town of Henry Ford” T-Shirts

$15 M, L, XL    $17 2x 
Colors: Red, Black, Cream

Vintage Model Cars $3 
Antique model cars and wagons with horses, 

made in England and Hong Kong.

Cut Glass Cruet $5
Small cut-glass cruet with flower design. No 

chips, glass in great condition.

Madame Alexander Dolls 
$50

Assorted Jewelry $2-$3
Assorted costume jewelry including neck-

laces, earnings, bracelets, and pins.

Win a Quilt!
The Dearborn Historical Museum is hosting a 
quilt raffle throughout the spring and summer. 

Proceeds from this raffle will be used to support 
the museum. Tickets are $1 each, or $5 for 6. 
There will be three winners, a 1st place, a 2nd 

place, and a 3rd place. Tickets can be pur-
chased inside the museum office. The drawing 
will take place on December 5th, 2020 at the 

Victorian Christmas Open House.
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Dearborn Historical Museum

Calendar of Events
2016-17 Spring

Unless specified, all meetings above held at McFadden-Ross House.
For more information call 313-565-3000.

June 30, 2016

April
5       Lecture: Dayton Military Aviation History (Free) 7 p.m.
25    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.
28    Banjo Concert (Free)   1 p.m.
29    Antique Appraisal Clinic           10 a.m.-4 p.m.

              (313) 278-4870

   Village
  PICTURE FRAMING & ART GALLERY, LLC

www.villageframingandgallery.com

  Thomas Clark        22191 Michigan Ave.
        Owner                  Dearborn, Michigan 48124

sales@villageframingandgallery.com

May
3     Bruce Harkness Lecture:
 Pictorial Hostory of City Hall (Free)   7 p.m.

23   Historical Commission Meeting 6 p.m.

March
25   Spring Craft & Treasure Bazaar    10 a.m.-3 p.m.
28    Historical Commission Meeting   6 p.m.

June
27    Historical Commission Meeting  6 p.m.
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Former Councilman
City of Dearborn

Dearborn Historical Museum
Calendar of Events Fall 2020

The following events are tentatively scheduled, but will only happen depending on 
the status of the pandemic and when it has been deemed safe to have events again.

SEPTEMBER (TENTATIVE)
  2   Virtual Lecture- Historic Homes by Glenn O’Kray
  13 Virtual Kids ‘N’ Crafts Retro Toy Event

OCTOBER (TENTATIVE)
 3  Motor City Gallery and Ghost Hunt
 7  Virtual Lecture (Topic TBD)
11  Model T Lecture & Demo (Special Members Event)
14  Museum’s 70th Birthday Party
30  Halloween Party
31  GLAS Paranormal Investigation

NOVEMBER (TENTATIVE)
 4    Virtual Lecture (Topic TBD)
 12  Dearborn Food Lecture & Dinner Event
 14  STEM Saturdays (Build A Bridge)

DECEMBER (TENTATIVE)

 2: Virtual Lecture (Topic TBD)
 5: Victorian Christmas Open House
 11: Brewery Tour (Special Members Event)

Call 313-565-3000 for more information.
Donations cheerfully accepted.
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Thank you for preserving the wonderful history of Dearborn!

28

Robert A. Abraham 
Dearborn City Council

Your Councilman since 2002
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